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1 Have already, on another occafion*, 
mentioned fomcwhat of a talent that I pof- 
fefs in common with the renowned fpirit- 
fcer Swedenborg, — by virtue whereof my 
foul, at times, tranfports itfelf into the 
company of departed perfons; and, ac^ 
cording as it is inclined, can either hearken 
unfeeh to their converiations with each 
other, or, if it' chufes, can join in con- 
yerfation with them. 

• See Varieties of Literature, vol. i. p. ^3. Dc- 
brettyivols. Svo. 1795. 

• *v6l. I. b i con- 
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I confefs that this talent fometimcs pro- 
cures me a very agreeable entertainment ; 
and, as I do not intend to employ it in 
the founding of a new religion, or in ac- 
celerating the millennium, or in the pro- 
moting of any other purpo& that might 
bring me iii fufpicion either with the fpi- 
ritual or temporal arm ; but, merely to the 
intcUcdlual recreation of my friends; or, at 
moft, to the innocent aim of promoting the 
knowledge and love of mankind ; I am in 
hopes that «this little advantage, if it be 
one^ will be looked upon in a favourable 
light» and that I (hail be fuffered to efcape 
the appellation of a conjuror, which in our 
days has loft greatly of its a,ncienl/ dignity. 

It is not long iince I had the pleafure to 
overhear a difcourlje between two fpirits 
of no common ftanipr which iotcrcftcd 
me the more, as, in their former liyeSj^ 
they were not upon the bcft terms toge- 
ther, and as one of them is a veiy good 
friend of mine. 

. Tkis 



This latter (that I mtjr not unnecdTari- 
ly leave the reader in fufpenfe) was a cer- 
tain Lucian~-not one of the two or three 
fainted Ludans who parade in the pidlures 
of the txKirtyrologies with a ring of glory 
about their heads ; nor Lucian the monk ; 
nor Lucian the prieft of Kapphar-Gamala^ 
who, in the year of falvation 415, was fo 
fortunate as to be informed, in a dream, 
by St. Gamaliel, where the bones of St. 
Stephen were to be found j n^ Lucian the 
Marcioniite 1 nor Lucian of Samc^ata, the 
Arian, from whom the collateral brarfch 
of this unhappy family bears the name of 
Lucianites ;— but (l\nce it muftcome out) 
Lucian the dialogue-maker, who fotmerly 
made himfelf fo merry, with his friends 
Momus and Menippus, at the follies of 
gods and men ; but who, with the excep. 
Cion of that one failing, was, andftill is 
to this very hour, as honed and jovial a 
foul as ever was born of woman. 

B a The 
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The other interlocutor Was ä perfon no 
Ufs remarkable ; as, during ,his life-time 
upon earth, he appeared in all things the 
moft decided cohtrafl; to n&y friend Luciano 
and played fo ambiguous a part> that he 
went out of (he world with the ireputatiön 
of a demi-god in the minds of fonie, while 
others could not agree whether the fool or 
the profligate, the impoflor or the fanatic, 
had the afcendant in his charader. In the 
life of this tOAti^ all was eccentric and ex« 
ttaordinary, but his death was ftill more 
fo; for he died voluntarily, and folemnly^ 
on a fcaffbld or funeral pile, which he fee 
fire to with his own hand, in the prefence 
of a great concourfe of fpc£fcators from all 
the ends of the world, in the territory of 
Olympia. 

^ Lucian, who was an eye«witnels» was 
likewife the hiftorian, of this almoft incre* 
dible fcene; and, as ao enlightened an« 
tagonid: of all kinds of philofophieal or re^ 
ligious mummery, thought he had a par« 

titular 
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ticular call to efface the pernicious impref- 
(ion which Peregrine (for fo this wonderful 
man was called, though at that time he 
rather chofc the name of Proteus) had 
made on the minds of his contemporaries 
by fo extraordinary and heroical a death : 
and how could he better effedl his purpofe, 
than by endeavouring to convince them 
that the man, whom, for fo inhumanen, 
aä, they thought themfelves bound to ad^ 
mire as. the greateft of all philofi^pl^ers, as^ 
an exemplar erf* the highelt human perfec-^ 
(ion, .nay, alrnoft to regard äs a j;od, > waij 
neither tnore nor lefs than the gr^atefl of 
all fools; his whole life the life of. a /Crazy^ 
enthufiaft, governed by his f€;nfuality and 
his overheated imagination ; a fanatic aad« 
a charlatan; and his death nothing n^^re 
t^an the fitted copcluüon and the crown of 
fuchalifc? • 

I haye in another place *. circumftan* 
tially produced the reafons which cpnvince 

• ♦ Luchtn^s vrörks, vol. iii, p; 93. & fq.-of Mr. Wic- 
äad?» tranflation. 

B 3 me. 
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me; that Lucian defcrvcs entire credit, 
not only in all that he relates as an eye- 
witncfs of this Peregrine, but that even, 
in the relation of thofc circumftanccs> 
which he had from mere hearfiiy, he 
went at leaft fairly and honcftly to work, 
and was very far from intending to im- 
pofe upon his readers, of to do wrong 
to the poor fantafiaft. But how little 
foever we may doubt of Lucian's fin* 
cerity in this af&ir» yet ftill, not only the 
credibility of the reports which were cir- 
culated in Syria and other places at Pere- 
grine's expence, and all the anecdotes 
that were communicated to Luciaa of 
him, remains doubtful and unfettled — but 
Kkewife the queftion, *^ whether Lucian is 
(b impartial and unbiafTed, in his judg^ 
mcnt of him, as might be required from 
a genuine cofmopolite ; and, whether Pe- 
regrine was aftually fuch a fad fellow, fuch 
a defpicable buffoon, and (what will not 
exaf^ly comport with this charafter) at the 
fände time» fo hot*headed an enthufiall, 

and 
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and {o arrant a fanatic^ ai hfe crtei him 
down for, or not/' Thcfc qucftioni, I 
fay, remain indiflblublc problems to every 
reader who examinei more clofely, than the 
vulgar for the mod part do, into the juf» 
tice of the fentencei pafled on culprits wlio 
can no longer defend thcmfelves. 

Accordingly, it may be eafily imagined « 
how great my pleafure was, when, by an 
accident no left fortunate than unexpeA» 
cd, I had an opportunity of overhearing 
the firft cooverfation that happened be- 
tween Lucian and Peregrine in the land of 
fpirtti, and of receiving infbrmation of the 
ifiM of events and other particulars from 
the mouth of the latter, wheitby 1 am ena« 
bled to fupply the deficiencies in Lucitn's 
account — to illuilrate what is there ob- 
fcure and incxplicable~and to foWe ihe 
whole moral aenigma of the life and death 
of this fingular perfon, in a manner fome- 
what fatisfadlory, at lead to me. 

B 4 On 
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On rccoHcÄing, that almoft fi xteen 
htmdrcd years are now pall and gonci 
tincc the death of both the interlocutors^ 
it will })erhaps be thought incrediblcjp 
chat^ durif^ fo long an interval, they had 
not fooncr an opportunity of meeting to^ 
pcthcr, and of coming to an explanation: 
Bur, in the firft place, fixtcen centuries, 
according to the Handard whereby fpFrits 
are wont to meafure time, are fcarcely fo 
much as a hundred and fixty years by .our 
computation : and then Lucian and Perc^ 
grint wereMn particular circumftances; 
about which (though «tfac^ belonj^ to thtt 
myfteries of the. kingdom df ghofits) w* 
iliall, m the feqoe), be able to form fomc 
conjedures, but which here would not be 
in their proper place. 

After this ihort preliminary^ nothing 
farther would prevent me from giving 
immediately the converfation between the 
two forcmentioned fpirits, if I could fup. 
pofe that the contents of the Treatife of 

Lucian 



Luciait above alluded to, were known and 
prcfent to every reader of this publication, 
(without whjch the whole convcrfation 
would be unintelligible, and the defign in 
imparting it entirely fruftratcd), either 
from the original, or fome tranflation. 

Since, however, it is but rcafonable to 
pay fome regard, likcwife, to thofe who 
may not have thjdc advantages, I hope it 
wjU be no unacceptable fervice to them, 
to prefent them with the followiag es:tra<f): 
from Lucian's traAäte concerning the end 
ofPcr^rine, previous to their entering on 
the dialogue itfelf. • 
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THE public games of Olympia, with 
which the 236th olympiad commenced, 
was the point of time ; and a plain» lying 
in the conßnes of the city» was. the ft&ge 
madt choice of by the cynic philofopher 
Percgrir^,. c^ed alfo Proceqs, for prefent- 
ing to the Gtceks and foreighers from all 
partsof th« earth,, who nfed to Vifit thefe 
games at Olympia, the moft extraordinary 
and moft lamentable of all tragedies — the 
fpedlaclc of a cynic voluntarily burning 
himfelf alive. 

Lucian, though he had already three 
times been prefent at the Olympic g^mes^ 
travelled thither, at this tiqie, probably 
from Athens; and on his coming to Elis» the. 
capital of the republic of that name, and 

not 
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ittot far from Olympia, as he paffed by the 
gymnalium! of that place, ht heard a cynic 
philofopher, around whom a multitude 
of folks were gathered, in a roaring voice, 
which was a part of the coftume of thefc 
capuchins of the ancient Greeks, holding 
a panegyric on Peregrine, and magnifying 
his purpofe of burning himfelf at Olympia, 
in the popular, and declamatory manner 
peculiar to his order.— — But henceforward 
let Luciah fpeak in his own perfon: — 

" And yet fomehave effrontery enough," 
cried the cynic, " to accufe fuch a man as 
Proteus of a vain thirft of glory ! O ye gods 
of heaven and earth, of rivers and of feas, 
and thou, o Father Hercules ! What! this 
Proteus who lay in bonds in Syria; he, who 
prefented the town where he was born with 
five thoufand talents ; he, whom the Ro« 
mans drove out of their city ; he who .can 
no jnore be miftaken than the fun, and 
might vie with the great Jupiter Olympius 
himfelf! him. do men accufe of vanity, 
B 6 becauie 
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bccaufe he refolves to pafsout of life by fire I 
— Did not Hercules do the fame? Did 
not uSfculapius and Dionyfos die by light- 
ning ? and did not Empedoclcs cad hiinielf 
headlong into the flaming throat of £^a?*' 

When Theagenes (for (o this bawlrr was 
named) ha(!hfaid thi^ I afked one ,i>f the 
byilanders, what it was he meant wi|h his 
fire; and what Hercules and Empepocles 

had to do with Proteus ? ;Hd^replied, 

** Thou knowcft not, then, that Proteus is 

to burn himfelf (hortly at Olympia ?" 

•' Burn himfelf!'* cried I, with aftonifh- 
ment; *• what is the meaning of. that? 
and why is he rcfolved to burn himfelf?'* 
As he was about to anfwer me, the cynic 
began again to vociferate fo horridly, that 
I could not underftand one word which the 
other faid. Accordingly, I hearkened 
again to the furprifing hyperboles he utters 
cd in. a torrent of words-. to. the praife of 
Proteus. As to the Sinopenfian Diogenes^ 
and; his maftct AntifthenQS,;,it .wouW b^ 
J i doing 
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doing thei?n:tcx> much honour, to compare 
them with-him:,^;. jEvcfi.Socrates waä not 
half good enough for this. In fhort, he 
fummoned Jupitei^ himfelf to difpute the 
J)alm with hislhero ; but, upon recoUtäiön» 
found k betterto reduce the» parties to an 
equality, ajäd: conctuded bts ondtion in th(S 
following mantier :^V In. a wofd, the two 
greateft wondfers of the world are Jupiter 
Olyuipius and Proteus:. the ficurmer was 
made hyihc hand of Phidias ; the ktter by 
Nature Jberfelf j . and jiow this ; glorious 
image of Divinity is returning in a. fiery 
car to the gods^ and leaves us orphans be^ 
hind/' The nwn fweated like 'a ralher of 
bacon while he! delivered this ftupidftuff:; 
but, on pronQuadng the laft words, h^ 
burft into.t^rs inf^ comical :aimanner> 
' that it was as- ipuch ^s I could do to ret 
frain from: latching ;. he put himfelf in the 
attitude of t^^i^tg up his hair by the roQtsj 
at the fi^ne time uking great care not to 
pull at i^ tpo Jiard* At length feveral :cyr 
nics put an end to the farce, by leading off 

the 
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the orator^ fobbing and figbing, not^th^^ 
ftanding all the comfortable fpeeches they 
Blade him. 

Scarcely^ however, had he defcended 
from the roftrutn, but another wis already 
gone u^ that the audience might not be 
fufKred to depart before he had poured 
forth a libation to the ftill burning facri- 
fice of 1ms predeceflbr. The firll thing 
he did was to burft out into a loud fit of 
huighter; whereby, it was plain» he meant 
to give a neceflary relief to his diaphragm • 
When he had recovered himfclf a little, he 
began in* this manner: — ** As the mum- 
mer Theagenes concluded his delightful 
Cfiation with the tears of Heraclitus^ I^ oti 
Che cöiui*ary, begin mine with the laugh- 
tef of Democritus }'' and now he broke 
out afrefii into fuch a continued laughter» 
that the generality of us that were prefent 
could not help bearing him company«--^ — . 
At'length he recollected himfelf, compofed 
his feature^,, and proceeded thus : " How 
- * can 
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t9Xi we do ottaerwUe, iirs^ when we heäi* 
fach very ridiculous ftuff ddlhrered m fach 
a tone ? and foe. ho>r mciij arrived ait the 
age of difcreticNi, for the lake of a little 
despicable fame, do every thing but abib«» 
hitely cut capers in public markett-places? 
•«^Boi!» that faa. may be fomewliat more 
intimateljr acqimiirfed with the godlike 
perfon who ^ refolTOd to burn himfelf in 
a day or twov, hearken td me> who^ have 
for a long tinie ftudied hb charadler and 
obferved hb life> and hare moreover been 
informed of many things about him by di^ 
vers of his fellow citizens^ and perfona wlio 
muft necefiariiy haVe known him tbou 
roughly. 

" This great matter- piece and. wonder 
of the world, this canon of PolycletuS» 
then, was caught in adultery in Armenia^ 
when he had fcairc^ly reached the age of 
manhood^ and obliged, in 4 difgraoe&l 
manner, [A particular fort of private re* 
venge then in ufe is here mentioned.] to 

make 
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make his cfcape by a leap from the top of 
^he houfe, to fave himfclf from being flqg- 
ged to death. However, he fooa com^. 
penf^ted himfelf by playing feveral pranks, 
which> indeed, cofl hitn three thou&nd 
drachmas, to prevent the infamy of being 
brougbt:bcfoi5e;theprorcxofAfia. ThoUgiv 
l.pafs^^vcr great numbers of his juvenile 
tricks^.fot' at that time this godlike nian 
was ftiUaQ unfermed lump of day, and 
far from being arrived at that perfcdion of 
tafte and manners for which he is at pre- 
feht Xo confpicuous, yet what he did to 
his father is by no means to be pafled over, 
unlcfs.pröbably you have all heard of it, 
how he ilrangled the old man, becaufe» 
being fixty years old, he thought he had 
lived toc> long; As this affair foon became 
the common talk, he found himfelf under 
the neceflity of tranfporting himfelf from 
Ws^native city, and coaming about, like a 
wgabond^' from one country to another* - 

; r.u ..' «*Aboöi 



•*• About dii^^tiitic it came into his head 
to caufe himfclf to be inftruoed in thd 
wonderful wifdom of the chriftians, as he 
found an opportunity of becoming aci* 
quainted with their priefts and literary men 
in Palcftine, This he profecuted with lb 
much fuccefs, that, in a fliort time, his 
teachers were no more than children to himi 
He was foon prophet, thiafarch, fynagogue-* 
mafter, and, in one wordv all in alt with 
them. He made explanitions and comvf 
nientaries oo their w^icings^andeven wrotq 
a gr^t number of- bodes WmJfelf : it\ fhört*/ 
he went fa farasto make themciiegbni 
him as ä diving petfonagc,- theyrprevailed 
upon him to prefcribe laws for them, and 
made him thör ovcrfeetf. At lengjh^it 
happened 'that! Proteus, at the celeb/a^ 
tion of their hiyftcries, was . apprehended 
and thrown into pxfifbn ; .a :cirbuinftaiiC6 
that contributed not a litde > toinofpirü 
him with aMinguIar pride all thi ireft 
of his life^ and to kindle in him that 

.... affqötiort 
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make his cfcape by a leap from the top of 
ihe houfe, to fave himfclf from being flog- 
ged to death. However, he fooa com«^ 
penfated hirofelf by playing feveral pranks, 
which^ indeed, cofl him three ^ihouiaiid 
drachmas, to prevent the infamy of being 
brought. before the prorex of A(ia« Though 
l.pals^ver great numbers of his juvenile 
tiicksy.fot! at that time this godlike, jiian 
was ftiUaQ unformed lump of day, and 
farfrom being arrived at that perfedion of 
tafte and manners for which he is at pre» 
feht Xo confpicuous, yet what he did to 
Us father is by no means to be pafied over, 
unlefs. probably you have all heard of it, 
how he llrangled the old man, becaufe» 
being fixty years old, he thought he had 
lived too long« As this affair foon became 
the common talk, he found himfelf und6r 
the neceflity of tranfporting himfelf from 
liis: native city, and coaming about, like a 
wgabond^' from one country to another, . 

: ^.:. ♦*• About 
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tiansof thofe parts» to lend him their a& 
fiftance, to be his advocates before his 
judges, and to adminifter confolaticm ta 
hinv: for thefe people are» in all cafes o£ 
this nature M^hich concern the whole com- 
munity» of an inconceivable alacrity» andl 
fparing neither of pains nor expence« Ac-» 
cordingly» Peregrine, on account of hia 
imprifonnrient for the common caufe> had 
a great quantity of money fent him» by 
tmy of prefemis i and^ ut^der this titlei he 
procured hhnielf a very fplendtd income* : 

^' On being brought up to receive the 
decifive fentence» he was fet at liberty by 
the viceroj of Syria ; a man who had aa 
afiedlion forphiiofbphy» andilherefore pre- 
ibntly feeing what fort of a perfon he had 
to deal with» and that he was fool enough. 
to refolve upon dying from the luft o£ 
pofthumous renown» chofe rather to dif- 
mifs him» as being unworthy of corred:ion. 
Peregrine then returned home» where he 
foon found that the rumour of his parri-. 

cidc 



clde was £till burning under the afhes, aint 
that feveral were concerting the methods 
of fübjedling him to a formal pfocefs. The 
half of his patrimony had been fpent qä 
his travels, and the reft confifted of about 
Äfteen talents in landed property; for the 
whole of what was left by the old man 
amounted at moft to 30,000 crowns j 
and not to five mittions, as Theagenes 
had ridicuioufly boafi^d; a fum whicti 
the whole town of Psgrium^ and five others 
adjoining to it^ including the mea an^ 
cattle, and all other appurtenances, would 
not have fetched, had they been fold; 'As 
has been faid, thcn^ the fufpicion of hi& 
guilt was ftill wann ; and there was all the 
reafon imaginable to believie that an ac*^ 
Cufer would ihortly fiep forward againft 
him» The commopalty were, in a parti-:^ 
cular manner inccnfed at him, and .com-* 
plained that fo worthy a perfon as the old 
man was, according to the teftimony of all: 
his acquaintance, ihould be fent out of 
the* world in fo nefarious a manner. Nov. 

obferve 
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obTerve by .what a crafty invention . thd 
wife . Proteus flip» his neck out of the hal- 
ter i.: All thiÄ while he had been letting 
hi3 befud.grow long and thick, and com« 
monly went in a greafy cap of the. coarfefl: 
clotb^ with .a wallet acrofa his fhonlderis^ 
and a ftaff in his hand; In ^ this tragicai 
figure he now appeared in the public af* 
fembly of the Parians, defiring permiflion 
to make over the whole fubftance of his 
late father, of blefled memory, to the pub* 
lie. This liberality had fo good an cßSo^ 
on the common people, that they broke 
out in loud demonftrations .of gratitude 
and admiration. " This is a philofopher 4^* 
cried they ; "this is a real patriot; age-; 
nuine defcendant of Dic^enes and Crates T' 
This effedualiy (topped the mouth of his 
enemies; and whoever had attempted to 
piention the parricide would have been 
ftoned to death upon the ipot. After 
making this donation, he had nothing left 
bxit to: betake him agaia to his vagabond 
..,:.•. life; 
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life; for he might lay his account Ma 
good viaticum from the chriftiansy under 
whofe banner he every where »ppearadi 
and who took care that he fhould warn fen 
nothing. In this mannesrhevPentftroliiig 
about the world for fome time. Ab, horn- 
ever« at length, he ruined himfelf with 
them, by having been feen, as I fufpedi 
to eat fomething that is forbidden by tiieni I 
fb as that they would no longer endure | 
him among them, he fell into fo groit dif- 
trefs, that he thought himfelf ju(tified in 
reclaiming the property he had formerly 
transferred to the town of Parium. He 
applied to the emperor for a mandate to 
that purpofe ; but, as the magiftrates made 
formal rcmonftranccs to the contrary, he 
&iledof&iccefs, and was commanded to 
leave to their pofleffion what he had pnce 
made over to them of his own free motiom 

Ujpon this, be uhderiook a third journey 
to Agathobulus, in i£gypt, where he figi 
nalixed himfelf by a quite new and admire 

able* 



able kind of^irctious öxrciftfi he canfed 
the half of his head to hcfinoothlyflMnredji 
befmeajredhis face with flimet a^dbefdce 
«multitude of people (to (hew that fuoh 
doings wcffe t0 be ranked tmoog the indtf« 
fcireflit thicigs) as Diogenes had done before 
him io publici flogged himfelf ; and had 
htmfelf flogged by others on the pofteri^ 
orat to f^y nothing of many yvbrü tricks^ 
by which he endeavoured to gain the re« 
putation of an extraordinary perfon.-^ 
Having finiihed thii curious preparation^ 
he took (hip for Italy» where he had fcarcely 
fet his foot on (hore, but he began to abufe 
and Tilify all the world, but mod the em-» 
peror» againft whom he broke out in the 
moft fcandalous terms» which he did with 
the greater aflurance, as he knew that he 
was the gentled and kindeft of fovereigns« 
The emperor» as may eaiily be imagined^ 
concerned htmfelf but little about his abufe^ 
and held iK beneath his dignity to punifli a 
man» who ^lofeflfed philofophy» on account 
pS his words } efpecially as he made fcur« 

rility 
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HIity and'abufe his ordinal^ bufmeft. - In 
the mean time^ even this circumftance ton- 
tributed tofwell Kis renown; as there were 
liot wanting filly; people enough aitiong 
the common herd, widi whom he got into 
credit by his fenfelels befhaviour; till, at 
length, being now too bad to be boitie, the 
pnefedt of the city faw himfelf compelled 
to order him out of his diftrift, becaufe, 
as he faid^ fuch philofophers. were not 
wanted at Rome. But even this too in« 
creafcd his celebrity,^ as every one talked 
of the philofopher, who for his bold tongue 
and too great franknefs had been banifhed 
the city; and this fimilarity put him at 
once on the leveLwith a Mufbnius, a Dio, 
an Epidetusj and all the reil of this clafe 
who had undergone a fimilar fate. From 
whence, being come into Greece, he now 
vented his obloquy upon the inhabitants 
of Elis; then endeavoured to perfuade the 
Greeks to take up arms againft the Ro^ 
mans; and then again beflowed his abufe 
^ upon 
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upon a man who was equally confpicuous 
for his learning and his dignities^^ who» 
among other of his fervices to Greece, had 
brought an aquedud to Olympia at his own 
expence^ that the fpedators at the games 
might no longer be obliged to langui(b 
and faint from thirft. This benefaction 
Peregrine turned to his reproach, as if by 
this means he had rendered the Greeks ef- 
feminate. " It behoves/' faid he, " the 
fpe<5tators of the Olympic games to be able 
to bear thirft ; and the harm is not very 
great, if even feveral (hould be carried 
off by the burning diftempers,'* which 
had hitherto been very rife, from the ari- 
dity of thefe parts. And all this he faid, 
wliile he himfelf was drinking as much as 
hcpleafedof this very water : a piece of ef^ 
frontcry, at which the byftanders were 
fo much enraged, that they ran up to him 
in great numbers in full intention of bury- 
ing him under a volley of ftones ; which 
obliged the hero to take fandluary with 

* Tiberius Claudius Atticus Herodes. 

VOL. u c Jupiter, 
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Jupiter*, that he might come off with his 
life. 

At the next following olympiad he ap- 
peared again before the Greeks, and pro« 
nounced an oration in the compofition 
whereof he had been labouring during the 
four laft years, and wherein, after excufing 
himfelf on the fubjeA of his former flight, 
he extolled the donor of the water up to the 
ikies. But, on perceiving that no one any 
longer concerned himfelf about him, airf 
that he might come and go without ex- 
citing the leaft notice — for his tricks were 
now grown fomewhat ftale — and he was at 
his wit's end how to hit upon fome new de- 
vice that might attrad the attention and 
afl:oni(hment of the public upon him; 
as this, from firft to laft, was his mod paf-« 
fionate defire. At length, however, he 
fell upon this mad conceit of ^ the funeral 

•;/•; •::•/ n ■-: ' . ' 

* Namely, in the tcipplc, of ^Jupiter at Olympia» 
which, as all temples were, was a fandluary, or place 
of refuge. 

•••;.• :•..•:.:•.•• ... • pile. 
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J>ilCi and advcrtifed the Greeks fo long 
agOf as at the! lafl Olympic games, /that it 
\i^as his intention to bum himfelf alive at 
the next enfuing celebration«. > 

rar. ^' 
And this is now the wonderful exploit 
which he is about to perform, employed^ 
as it is faid, in digging his own grave, and 
caufing agreat heap of wood to be brought 
together, for the purpofe of prefenting us 
with the fpedtacle of a fortitude of foulj 
far exceeding that of common mortals*. 

Being come to Olympia (continues 
Lucian) we found the gallery at the back 
of the temple filled with a multitude of 
people, who were talking partly ill, and 
partly in praife of the defign of Proteus ; 
and fome with fuch violence that they fell 
to blows. At length, accompanied by a 
number of perfons, Proteus himfelf ap- 

* As what follows of this declamatioft contains no» 
thing farther of an hiftorical nature, it is here onut* 
ted, 

c 2 pearcd. 
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peared^ ahd held a difcourfe to the af- 
fembly, from the place where the public- 
cryer ufed to declare the prizes, and the 
terms of the conteft, wherein he gave 
a circiftnftantial account of his whole 
courfe of life, the various perilous adven- 
tures he had met with, and the troubles 
he had undergone for the love of philo- 
fophy. He continued fpeaking a long 
time ; but as I was at too great a diftance 
on account of the multitude, and their ea» 
gernefs to prefs forward, I could undcr- 
ftand but little of it ; and, at length, for 
fear of being fqueezed to death, (a mif- 
fortune that happened to more than one) 
1 thought it the fafeft way to get afide, 
and leave the fophift to his fate; who af- 
feded to die in great pomp, and to have 
the pleafure of making his own funeral 
oration* However, I heard him fay thus 
much : that he would put a golden 
crown upon a golden life ; for it was fitting, 
that the man who had lived like Hercu- 
les, (hould die like Hercules, and remin«- 

gle 
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gic with that xther from which he was pro« 
duccd. At the fame time, I think, laid 
he, that by this adlion, I (hall be the be- 
ne&(5tor of mankind, by ihewing them 
how death (hould be defpifed; and ac* 
cordingiy I may realonably expeft that all 
ipen will be my Philo($letet. 

Thefc laft words exeited great emoiiaa 
among the people piefeat ; thofe of the 
fillier fort burft into tears, and cried out : 
Prefervc thyfelf for the Greeks! Others;, 
who were made of harder ftufi^ exclaimed : 
Execute what thou haft relblved ! This, 
latter cry feemed to put the old fellow out 
of temper ; as in all probability he expec-^. 
ted, that all the byilanders would havei 
held him back, and compelled him, wiie« 
ther he would or no, to live. But this 
lamentable, <^ Execute what tfaop haft fe- 
folvcd !" came fo unexp^dediy upon him^t 
that he turned (UU paler than: he wasibetj 
fore» though he was already of theconlplQX«^ 
ion of a corpfe, and it threw him Into fuidi 
c 3 a trc* 
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a trepidation» that he was obliged to leare 
offfpeaking, 

; Thoij mayft imagine how perfcdlly ri- 
diculous the whole of this farce appeared 
to me. . For fo wretched a lover of Fame 
as this, is deferving of no compaffion $ 
fince, of all that have ever been plagued 
with that fury, there can fcarcely have 
been one who had lefs real pretentions to 
her favour. However he was attended 
down from the (land by a multitude of 
people, and as he caft his eyes oVer the 
throng of his admirers, he feemed ready 
to burfl with vanity ; not confidering. Hie« 
a fool, that the wretches who are led' to 
the gallows, are ufually followed by a 
great crowd/ 

The Olympic games were now over, and 
the fineft that ever I faw, though I had 
been at them four times. As a vaft num-- 
bcr of ftrangcrs went all away at once, 
and therefore no more carriages were to be 

had. 
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liad, I was obliged to remain where I was; • 
Peregrine, who was continually putting off 
his buflnefs from one day to another, at 
length peremptorily fixed the night for 
giving the grand exhibition of his burn-« 
ing. Accordingly, towards midnight, I 
^ fet out, in company with a friend, on the 
road to Harpina, where the pile was ereA- 
ed. Going eaitwarda from Olympia along 
the great hippodrome, it is exadly twenty 
iladia« At our arrivals we found the heap 
of wood placed in a hollow, about an ell 
deep. It Goniifled chiefly of pine and fir, 
with faggots of dry brulhwqpd, that the 
whole might the &)oaer catch into a blaze. 

. As^ foon as the moon was rifen (for it 
was but decent that Luna (hould be afpec- 
tatrefs of the glorious exploit) Peregrine 
prefented himfelf in his wonted drels, and 
with him the chief of the dogs*,, particu^- 
larly the noble Theagcnes, who bore » 

♦ The c)rnlc philofopherSy who ufually went under 
that appeilatioh. 

c 4 lighted 
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lighted torch in his handy and played not 
amifs the fecond part in this come- 
dy. Proteus himfelf too was provided 
with a torch. Both approached the pile, 
one on either fide, and applied their tor« 

ches to it. Proteus ik>w put off ihc 

tomifter, the cynit: mantle, and the &« 
mous herculian cluts ^nd ftood ftripped 
to his tunic, which was rather of th^ dir- 
tieft. Here he took a handful of fnink« 
incenfc from one of the afliftants, threw it 
into the fire, and exclaimed, with 'his 
face turned towards the fouth (for this is a 
part of the etiquette of the (how) ; -O ye 
maternal and paternal dasmoti^^ proipi^t« 
oufly receive me in your arms ! — With 
thefe' words, he fprang into the ftre,- And 
was immediately raviftied from the figfcr, 
by the furrounding and afpiring flames. 



PERE- 
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PEREGRINE and LUCIAN, 



DIALOGUE IN ELYSIUM. 



PEREGRINE. 

D O my eyes deceive me ? or is it my old 
patron, Lucian of Samofata, whom I fee 
after fo long a feparation? . 

LUCIAN, lookifjg at him attentively. -** 

We are then better acquain^tcd than I 

knew of.— And yet it feems as if thy fea-; 

tuxes werp not altogether ftr^nge; FiGi. 1^9 

c 5 They 
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They remind me of a pcrfon I once fkw, 
though I do not recoiled where, or on 
what occafion. 



PEREGRINE« 

It is indeed above fixteen hundred years 
ago, fince we laft faw one another, pn the 
plain between Harpina and Olympia. 

LUCIAN. 

How ? What an extraordinary occuf-^ 
rence thou recalleft to my mind ! Can it 
be that thou art the philofopher Percgri- 
nus Proteus, who took up the fingular 
fancy to burn himfelf voluntarily at Olym- 
pia.? 

PI^REGRINE. 

The very (ame, to whom thou haft 
Ä-efted a monument, not veiy enviable, 
in thy works. 

LUCIAN. 

h was fooliih enough in me to take it 
into my head that thou muft neccffarily be 
covered all over with flames, and iodliL as 

black 
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bkck as a collier. Thour mighicft have 
paired me ten times ere 1 had known thee^ * 
in the fplendid figure thou makeft at pre- 
feat. 

PBREGRXNE» 

At that time^ thoudidft not dream thsit' 
we fhould fee one another again ^ fixteem 
hundred years>aften»ards>y. in. Elyfium?: 

To fpeak honeftly, I did; not.. Fanatii- 
aifiUy. you. know, was neverr an affair of* 
mine». 

PEREGRINC. 

And yet by this time experience* has^ 
taught theci that: it would: not have been? 
fenaticifm,. if: thou hadft ihen.thpugjitof 
thefe things, as thou, doll now«. 

LUCrAN. 

Pardons mel How oft does^ a man fee^ 
things tO'hapgen,. ev^n' in. commoni Hfei. 
which not to:. have forefeen» can. never be 
juftly made a* matter of reproach to: the\ 
wifeft perfon alive.. Nature, had furnifhedi 
c 6, jne: 
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me with a cool head s I iiiuft have liad a 
very fcvere fk of the fever, for imaginiog, 
when I faw thee leap into the flames at 
Harpina, that I Ihould meet thee again in 
a place like this, and in fuch high prefer- 
vation as thou feemeil to be. 

PEREGRINE. 

And yet thy works (hew, that thou wert 
not deficient in iroagination ; or rather 
that fcarcely any one can boaft of Iiaving 
excelled thee in the vivacity and fertility of 
this mental faculty. 

rrciAN. 
But they likewife (hew, I think, that J 
never employed the imagination other- 
wife' than jocofcly. In fport, indeed, by 
the afliftance of that faculty, I made jour- 
nies in the moon and in Jupiterburg ; but, 
that I ihould ever have believed in earneft 
that I was able to fly with you beyond the 
limits prefcribed by nature to our five 
fenfes, and confequentlyto our reafon, in 
our former life, was a thing, as little likdy 

to 
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to come into fych'^ iieäd «isr mine, as the 
thougbt ^ fdrioyrfly faffeoingto my arms 
the wings of an eagle or a vulture for fly- 
ing with them up to the moon* 

^PEREGRINE« 

A41 this i readily grant ; as it proves no 
more than that it was the^ay with chee to 
employ thy imagination only in mockery, 
to invient ^and delineate extravagant ima- 
ges for the aniuftment of tliyxompam- 
ons oriieaders. Sot I do not conceive that 
thifi gkvethee a right to ridicule thofe who 
made a «nbre ferious tife of their's; and 
while they perhaps were fo figuring to 
thcmfelv<es the deftinatiön ^nd the future 
lor of .^leiti as ^e in the fequel have ao- 
taally fouled itifo b^ jßiewed by the. very 
a<i!t>'«Häta«er4»^i iacu'lty of divination lay 
dormant in our foul, which, probably, dike 
fo many other cafmcities, is never called 
tforth m the generality of mankSnd, Jbut 
gives to ihem ih whom it is roueed and 
'brought to a oertaifi «degree of vivacity, a 

prefenti- 
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prefentiment of the inviilble and futur 
that muft naturally be pFoduälive of grea 
c&äs in an ardent and adtive fouk 

tuciAir- 
Friend Peregrine^ if it be aHowable to 
make ganoe of a Therfites, Vfh& fancie» 
bimfdf more beaut^ than Pbaoa amt 
Adonis» or to find ii ridiculious m a 
dwarf who fliould ftoop his hcsad in: goings 
through a door of ^ fboS bigh^ fi^r fear 
of bumping hi^ foreheaid ag^nfl; the top.;. 
I cannot fee why it (hould be t^ea üh 
aiuch. amifs> ta laugh at an honeft maa 
who imagines that by means of fome» I 
know not what lixth. kn&, he can. hea^ ttu^- 
gcafs growy and t^en, fincc thegra^ » 
aftaalljr grown^, brings this circumftance- 
as a proof of his having poflefled. that Xs^ 
lent. 

irBR£GJtIII:E«. 

And I canjuft as little fee how k couMi 
be proved to him that he had not thi& 
&0&^ as. I cao^why his whim^ if it was a. 

whim^ 



r- 
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' i vhim, might not be allowed ta pafs unri-^ 
f\ diculed, efpecially if otherwifef he were a 
harmlefs and worthy man. 

Of all the ifinumerable^ follies by which 
the minds of yoot mortals are difordered^ 
there are but few, which, in themfelves» 
are not fo mfignißcant and liarmlefs^ or ^ 
at leaft appear fo, as that they might 
pleads with equal reafon, a right tobe al- 
lowed to purfue their way, without being 
expofed to ridicule. And yet, theie. little^ 
harmkfs follies, taken together^ are thet 
fources of the greateft evils with which thct 
' human race is tormented. No folly then? 
can require a charter of exemption from^ 
ridicule, which is almoft the fole effica« 
cious prel^rvative againft its banefol iofluf«^ 
cnce. 

PBREGRIire.. 

f 

Good ; but you rouft^ at the feme time, 
grant, that thb great propenfity of man- 
kind to folly, and that almofl general iIm 

lufion. 
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lu&Wi with which even they who dunk 
the moft warily, arc unwittingly infeÖed, 
is the very caiufe of ks being frequently fo 
extremely difficult to guard them always 
from error in their hafty judgments on 
whtf is fooliih and what is nctf • Great 
caution will ever be neceflary« left we do 
retl hamio mankind^ while we think we 
ar« doing them good, if the medicine we 
admiifiifter to them, produce far werfe cf. 
feds, than the difeafe of which-we wxnild 
e^re them* What wife and good nian 
would expofe bimfeJf to cutting remorfe 
fi>r biVing /delivered up, as an idle conceit^ 
to tthe wanton ridicule of fools and fcofl&rs, 
ean opinion that dignifies mankind, thaC 
«ijakes ihe human fpeciet fuperior to itfelf; 
aftd £11$ us with an enthufiafm for every 
tbii^ tibat is beautiful and great? 

JL.UCIA»r. 

AÜ that glitters is not gold, my honeft 
friend; and many an opinion which no 
good WAD, would confute^ is ridiculous 

through 
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through the fooliih ufe that hot or crazy 
heads may make of it. Ii> geßeralj my 
dear Peregrine, a calm and tranquil view 
of human affairs in that life *whicfe we have 
quitted^ made me tbrtiewhat miftruftfiif 
towards all ^ h^-flying ßrFetenfions ät 
certain people whoft ainu fddom Idilg^eu 
mained doubtful v and I ^l^ays -foTpeft» 
fnake in the graft, whe» I liear of opi-i 
niohsi Of myfteries iind .mägk^al ope rtletoiis,* 
wheroby human native is- to bt dignitfed,^ 
ektated above itfelf, and only • not qiÄ¥e» 
deified, t have taken notice, that thefe 
matters are^ for the moft ipart, nothing 
mone^thäA paihted flies with which iiW]f>of- 
tor5^%iÄgle, 'and entice to then! eafy good- 
n&tuyctffölki^, that; when 'once they haviä 
gorged the hook, they may make of them 
fomething lefs than men, or, to fpeak 
roundly, the dupes and blind took of their 
private designs. He that is bom to be a 
man, heitherthould nörcan be any thing 
nobler, greater,^ and better than a man — ^ 

and 
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and happy he^ if he is content to be ne 
ther more nor lefs ! 

PEREGRINE. 

But, good Liician, for the very reafbn 
that he may not become lefs than a man» 
he fhould faje always firiving to be more«; 
It is undeniable that there is fomeCfaipg 
daemoniacal in our nature; we are fuf*-: 
pended between heaven and earth ; on the 
father's fide^ fo to fpeak» we are related to 
fuperior fpiritual natures ; on the fide of 
our mother earthy we are related to the 
beaftsof the field. If the fpirit be not 
fever foaring upwards, the anino«! part wiU 
foon ftagnate in the mire of the earth> and. 
the man who does not drive to become a 
god, will find himielf in the end tnin$form-^ 
ed into a bead. 

LUCIAN. 

In that cafe, bountiful nature has en- 
dowed him as Mercury did Ulyffes ■ in 
Homer, with a molt, by virtue whereof he 
nay bid defiance to all fuch enchantments.. 

FERE- 
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PEREGRlNf. 

And how doft thou call this wonderful 
talifman? For, if 1 have not forgot my 
Homer, moli is the name given to it only 
by the gods. 

LUCIAN. 

I call it underftanding,. dear Feregrioe» 
found common fenfe. 

PEREGRINE lookiug bimfull in the face. 

And has this moli always during the 
whole courfe of thy life, preferred thee 
from the magical wand of the beautiful 
Circe? 

LUCIAN. 

From its transformations, certainly ; it 
put me in the fame (ituation in regard to 
her, wherein UlyfTes was placed by the 
efficacy of his moli, towards the daughter 
of the fun. For, as I am to mine, fo was 
he indebted to his moli alone, for being 
able to fay, with Ariftippus : 5%« im £%flfAÄi*, 
on which all fuch things, as thou knoweft, 
depend. 

♦ I have her, not (he me. 

PERE- 
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PEREGRINE. 

Thy being here proves much in thy b 
hz\{''^(/milirtgj but it may have coft xh\ 
npiany a peeling* ? 

LUCIAN. 

Of that no one can Tpeak more from 
e^qperience than Proteus. 

.. . « 

PEREGRINE« 

The air we breathe here, dearJLucian, 
makes us friends however we may differ 
in our conceptions of intelleduai objedrs« 
However, do but honeftly confcfs, thou 
art furprifed how fuch a contemptible and 
worthlefs fellow as thou haft defcribed 
poor Peregrine, could find a paflage into 
Elyfiuro. 

LUCIAN. 

I defcribed thee then as I faw, or thought 
I faw thee. A great alteration indeed muft 

♦ What is intended under this exprefliony is ren- 
dered plainer in another elyfiaa dialogue, between 
Lucian and Diodes. See Wieland's fmall profai« 
cal writings, part ii. No. i. 

have 
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have happened either to my eyes or in 
thy iaward man. 

PERBGRINTE. 

Probably to both. But it is a dinty I 
owe to truth, to give thee, if thou haft 
leifure to hear tne, a fomewhat better 
opinion of what I Was in my -terreftrial life, 
than that which thou haft tranfmitted to 
pofterity. 

LUC I AN. 

I am indeed upon the eve of making a 
little journey into our old mother country: 
but my affairs are not fo prefliiig as to de«, 
mand much hafte. Befides, the account 
that I may receive from thy own mouth, 
on certain paflages in the hiftory of thy life, 
may perhaps not be void of utility to what 
is thf main öbjedt of my embaffy. 

PEREGRINE. 

So much the better. At leail: thou wilt 
always profit thu& much by it, as thou wile 

hear 
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hear nothing from me but what I firmly 
hold for truth, 

LirCIAN. 

Even in Elyfium we are not entirely 
free from the fecret influences of vanity: 
but, as it is impoflible for us to fpeak in- 
tentionally againft our feelings and our con- 
fcioufnefs, I am fure that I (hall hear no- 
thing but the real truth on all that thou 
thyfclf art bed able to know. The four- 
ces from whence I drew my information 
formerly, it is likely may not always have 
been the pureft ; howfever, if I have done 
thee any injuftice it was certainly againft 
my will. 

^ PEREGRINE. 

Who can be better acquainted than 
thOu art, how little dependance is to be 
made on the accounts and judgments 
given by mortals of one another ? The for- 
mer are almoft always falfified, fo that the 
latter, either from ignorance or from de- 
fign, being blended with them, it muft 

ncccflarily 
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ncceflarily follow, that the whole matter 
fliould for the mod part, receive a felfc 
colouring, or a deceitful light. But was 
the reporter an eyewitnefs of what he re- 
lates ? ftill feldomer is the eyewitnefs entire- 
ly unprejudiced and free from all partiality, 
preconceived opihiohs, or perfon^l views, 
and almofl always magnifies or diminiflies, 
embellifhes or disfigures whatever he has 
feen. Thou, for example, hadft no in- 
tention to do me wrong: but I was a 
chriflian, and thou heldeflall chriflians to 
be fanatics or fcoundrels ; I went over to 
the fed of Diogenes, and thy rancour 
againft the cynics is fufficiently known, as 
thou omittedft no opportunity of making 
it as pubJic as poffible. How couldft thou 
avoid then the placing of poor Peregrine, 
with all thy goodwill to do him no wrong, 
in an unfavourable light ? him, on whom 
the chriftians at firft, and the cynics after- 
wards, threw a two-fold fhade? 



liUClAH 
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I.UCIAN. 

As to what concerns the cynics^ I muft 
beg leave to obferve, that fo far from being 
an eneony^ I was an admirer of their fed, 
of their primitive founder^ and of the few 
genuine members that were an honour to 
him. My Demonaxy and my dialogue 
with a cynic, ought^ I think, to be my 
fufficient jiiftification on that head. Pro- 
bably» I fhould have dealt more gently 
with the chriftians, if I had ever been fo 
happy as to be acquainted with but one 
fingle perfon of that fed, of a generous 
and amiable charader. 

PEREGRIKB. 

This was by no means impoflible; though 
I muft cpnfefs, that a genuine chrifUan 
was at leaft as rare a fight, as a genuine 
cynic. — But, fetting this afide, for the 
prcfent, anfwer me one queftion, if I may 
be fo bold. 

LVCIAN. 

With all my heart. Aik what thou wilt. 

., PBREGRIN£. 



iPERE^RlUt. 

The honeft man itithböEä name, who, 
according to thy account mounted the 
roftnim at Eli«, and publicly vent- 
ed (o much abufe upon me, was he 
a ' real p^ohage ? or haft thou only 
feigned hito,* for the (akt' df giving thy 
cöitipofitioH a gi-eatcl- air of fimplicity; 
akid put info the Inoüth of one man, 
What thou hädft probably hiard &on\ 
different perfons at diffel^nt times con* 
tefilii^itie? » < 

• LÜCIAN. 

In fome meafure both. 

PEREGRINE. 

I recoiled now, that Theagenes, as 
fooft al he came to Olympia, did 
cell me ibmething of fuch a fcene at 
Elis^ where his immoderate, and, as I 
think, not quite worthy zeal for the fame 
^f the cynical order, induced him to 
Mount the roftrum, to deliver the pa*- 

\öu I. D negyric 
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negyric on me and my intention, which 
was fo offeniive to thee. 



LVCIAN. 

The nanielefs perfon^ ^hen« was not a 
creature of my own invention. It ap- 
pearedj as the. report went^ that he was a 
Bithynianor a Paphlagonian by birth^ 
an Epicurean by profeffion, and more- 
over a perfon who had travelled^ much, 
and was no novice in the world. The 
fury with which this man declaiqued 
againfl: thee, would perhaps have made 
me fufpcdl his veracity : but my natural 
antipathy againfl: every one who gave 
himfelf out for fomething extraordinary, 
the difadvantageous opinion I had «al- 
ready formed of thee, ^ndthe agreement 
of the charaÄcr he drew of thee, >yith 
my own preconceived opinion, and with 
the accounts I had a long time heard 
from other quartersi-r-all this together, 
made me difpofed to believe him ; and 
the violence with which he fpokc agamft 

thee. 
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thee« made me attribute to him a fimi- 
lar way of thinking to my own. Hence 
it was, that in the refult of his whole 
narrative, I thought I had found the key 
that would unlock to my apprehenfion 
what was extraordinary in thy life, and 
particularly the fingular manner in which 
thou wert determined to end it. How- 
«ever, I frankly confefs, that I made no 
fcruple to fill up the narrative of the 
anonymous with various anecdotes I had. 
ßQÜc&eid at various times, for rendering 
it more complete. The oracle too of 
Bachis, that I make him oppofe ex- 
tempore to that of the Sibyl, was an em* 
beUifhment of my own invention* 

PEREGRINE. 

W« may always, I think, be fure, that 
authors, .who ajte more for gaining ap» 
plaufe than mindful of a Arid adherence 
to truth, for the fake of rendering their 
compoiition more ' entertaining, will not 
pukc^ matter of confcience of in- 
.1 ;. .. .V : p 2 . .; vading 
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invading the rights of the Utter: A' [ar- 
ticle of falfhood and injuftice lüöre or 
lefs, when a witty conceit, of the round- 
ing of a period is in queftion,; is a verjr 
infignificant trifle in their fcyes. Whe^ 
ever has the misfortune to bfe th^'objfetS: 
of a philippic^ muft fuffer urtder Ihfe 
prerogative of a witty author : bint, (torn 
the fame prefcriptive rights they who 
are fo fortunate as td be made the fubjeft 
of their panegyrics, accordingly fere the 
better, and frequently gailiv i\o lefs iffli. 
defervedly, twice and thriee afs Mtich ai 
the other has loft. I rtiajr, therelbtei'lii 
Ihou haft given my pckttäit vstrhifhtSi 
and adorned by Theagene^^ fthd dawbeS 
with filth by the namelefs orator, fet off 
one againft the bth'i^i' : »feut 1 have ftill 
a ftnall difficulty rfemäi^%, on Which 
perhaps thou wilt not fittd it To^iy to 
aiTcrt thy impArtiiliiyi ^ -* ^ ^ ! 

Prabablyr tlUit I fb flightiy plfr ö%«^ 
the oration which fhoii chyfelf delivej^ 

edit 
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cdft a few days before to the aflembly 
at Olympia ? 

• PEREGRINE. 

And wherein» as thou wilt recoiled, I 
explained myfelf circumdantially enough 
cfn: alfthe ambiguous padages of my life. 
How happened it, that the great friend 
of truthj-^who was fo confcientious» as 
f)Qt to let one word fall to the ground 
of all that the anonymous declaim- 
Cr faid %q my difadvaJita^e»«*— did not 
youchfafp to raife one poor fyllable from 
the earth, of all that I faid my felf in my 
own vindication« and which merited a 
peculiar attention as the parting declara- 
tion of a dying man ? For, that the excufe 
^JJedged — " Thou wert too far off, on 
♦' account of the tumultuous throng, to 
" underfland any thing of the matter,'' 
—was not merely an evafion, any un- 
prejudiced reader will hardly be per- 
fuaded to believe. 

LUCIAN. 

To fpeak fincerely, dear Peregrine, I 

doubt much, whether, at that time, if 

D 3 thou 
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thou hadlEl biecn to fpeak or write of me>' 
thou wouldfl have dealt more** equitably 
by me than I did by tHee. We wpre 
both of us too entirely what w^e were, I 
too Cold, thou too hot ; thou too much 
an enthufiaftj I too determined a (tickler 
for Epicurus, for feeing each other in 
the mod advantageous light. An inve- 
terate fentimcnt of fcorn was too clofcly' 
cbnneAed in me with the idea of a. fa« 
natic, under which it was impoflible fdr 
me to imagine any thing but a fool or 
ä knave, for failing to aft upon me, even 
inftindively on fuch öccafions. I had 
neither concern nor curiofity enough 
about what thou then wert delivering to 
the people, to induce me to force my 
way nearer to the roftrum, at the ri(k of 
being half fqueezed to death, by the 
rrowd of people who were prefling to 
it on one another's heads — orearfj^ 
enough to fecure a ftatibn by it. What 
I advanced was then the fimple truth, 
that Icould underfland nothing, or buc 

little"" 
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little, of thy difcourfe; and not -till 
many, who could no longer endure the 
ilifiing throng, had worked their way 
out of it with theiir hands and feet, could 
I find an opportunity of getting ^near 
enough to hear the conclufioa of iu So 
much the more wilt thou oblige m<^ 
dear Peregrine, by helping me to the 
knowledge of thy real chärader, by the 
ptx>mifed redtification of thy hiftory» If 
it be agreeable to thee, we will fu dowa 
under the luxuriant foliage of this plan- 
tane, which fo much refembles that un 
der which Socrates reclined on the banks 
ofthellyffus; 

* PEREGRINE. 

With great pleafure. Liften then to 
what I (hall relate to thee, with all that 
fincerity which is the natural conftquence 
of ourprcfent ftate, of iriy youth, of my 
firft peregrinatk)ns, of my aflbciatinjj 
with the chriftians, of my going over to 
the cynics, of my abode in Alexandria, 
in Rome and Athens; and, in fine, of the 
D 4 motives 
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lA^tivci ihat indu<;e4 me to put fo ex^ 
iii^ordini^ry >n ^nd to my jerreftri^l life. 
With mankind no left than vlth plants^ 
mugb, if BOt »U depends, as fhou know- 
aik on ythßt, foil and under what influen« 
(€8 the 4eliCAte veflela that feed their 
growth ar^ unfolded and fupplied. Thou 
3vil£ therctforc permit. me, dear Lucian, 
to begin my ftory from the egg, like the 
Jtiard wbofi^gi tbe. dCfWftfaU of the tro*- 

Psruimj where I was born, was a roman 
colony In the.provincc of Myfia/on the 
eaftern coaft of the Hellefpont, and by its 
iituation on a fmalLbay of the Propontis 
which ferved as a harbour for their fhips, 
48 well as by the induftry of its inhabit 
ttntSj was become one of the mofl flou« 
riffling cities of that happy region. My 
lather was a merchant* who, from the 
nature of his employment, was obliged 
to make repeated voyages : andj as he 
had neither leifure nor inclination to un«» 
dertake my education himfclf, he held it 

beft 
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l>e(l to cpnfign me» on n\y quitting the 
gynseceuip^ to the care and infpedtion 
of my maternal grandfather, Proteus, 
who generally refided op his eftate, at a 
(mall dift^ce from home. 

After the death of my mother^ whcNn 
I loft when I was about the age of four- 
teen, I was adopted by her father, with 
the confent of mine, and obtained there- 
by the furname of Proteus j though, in 
the courfeof my travels I afterwards paft 
one while under ojie name, and another 
theother^ as I found moft convenient. 
Thou feeft, (lear Lqcian, that at leaft I 
came pretty boneftly by the appellative, 
which my iiaworthinefs helped thee to 
derive from a comparifon, not very ho- 
nourably to mp> with the a^gyptian fea«> 
god in Hofner. 

LUCIAN, Jmiling. 

So ipuch the better, my dear Pere- 

grinus Proteus, fo much the better I I 

have therefore the greater hopes of hear^ 

ing tbiHt fome other flill lefs flattering fur^* 

D 6 nafnes 
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mftivci ihat indu<;ec) me to put fo ex« 
tniordin%ry >n ^nd to my terreftrial life. 
With m^kind no left than vith plants^ 
mugbj if BOt 9U.dept9ds^ as thou know- 
atk on yihßX foil and under what influen- 
ces the 4elicAte veflela that feed their 
growth ar^ unfolded and fupplied» Thou 
3vil£ therefore permit. me> dear Luciaii, 
to begin my ftory from the egg, like the 
Jbard wbQii»gitbe.äcwRfaUQf the tro^ 
IRtttmpitt*. : . .. _ 

Pariumj where I was born, was a roman 
colony in the province of My fi a, on the 
eaftern coaft of the Hellefpont, and by its 
iituation on a fmalLbay of the Propontis 
which ferved as a harbour for their fhips, 
48 well as by the induftry of its inhabit 
ttntSj was become one of the mofl flou« 
riffling cities of that happy region. My 
lather was a merchant« who« from the 
nature of his employment, was obliged 
to make repeated voyages : and« as he 
had neither leifure nor inclination to un^ 
dertake my education himfelf, he held it 

beft 
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My psedagogue, who faw nothing but 
words, phrafes and dialeds, grammati- 
cal and rhetorical figures, mythology, 
antient hiftory and geography, — and 
«ven all this no otherwife than with the 
eyes of a dull pedant—- in the greateft of 
poets, contributed nothing to favour or 
to corred:, to ftrengthcn or to weaken, 
the manner in which it afted upon my 
mind. As he found in my memory all 
that anfwered his proudeft expedations, 
fo, on every occafion, he praifed me for 
my docility alone ; and applauded himfelf 
not a little that I. could declaim with any 
xhapfodift by profeflion, a variety of long 
paf&ges from all the books of that bard, 
repeat the whole catalogue of the fhips, 
the nckyomancy, the death of the fuitors, 
and the like, and could -not only name 
all the Trojans that fell by the hands of 
»Diomed and Achilles, but was able even 
.to defcribe all the wounds that each of 
them received with as perfedl an accura- 
cy as if I had been army-furgeon to the 
grecian camp. About all clfe, and how 
D 6 or 
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or whereby Homer might operate upon 
me^ whether too much or too little^ to 
my good or to my detriment^ he took 
not the leaft conceriij as he never dreamt 
that I could poflibly receive harm from 
itj any more than he did of the manner of 
treatment if that were to be 'the cafe. 

My grandfather had too much inftu^ 
ence on the firll forming of my mind, to 
admit of my omiffion to enter fomewhat 
more circumftantially into his charader. 
He was one of thofe harmlefs, but at the 
fame time ufelefs» mortals^ who, becaufe 
they make but few claims on the world, 
think themfelves juilified in doing fome«. 
what lefs for it than they exped from it. 
In the enjoyment of a patrimony, which^ 
though moderate« yet always exceeded his 
expences, in the more than fourfcore years 
he had lived, of, to fpeak more properly, 
dreamed away, he had never onceftirred a 
finger to improve it, nor ever employed a 
momeoc in forming a companion between 

himfclf 
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himfelf and his wealthier neighbours j in 
the lead detrimental to the repofe of ei«. 
ther his body or his mind. Indeed, he 
wis a lover of pleafure, but only in fo far 
a» it did not encroach upon his indo« 
lence; and becaufe, excepting the hourg 
of repail and the ufe of the bath^ one 
cannot pafs all one's time in flumbering 
on a couch, or by the fide of a purling 
dream, or in obferving the figures and 
courfe of the clouds and the dances of the 
fliea in the evening fun; he had made 
choice, by way of pafl:ime, of a fpecies 
of philofophy and literature which was 
moft compatible with his love of eafe, 
and ftood, with him, inftead of what 
with other men is mental occupation. 

Accident, which determines fomuch in 
human life, had often brought him, wheh 
young, into company with the famous 
Apollonius of Tyana ; and the imprefl- 
fions which this extraordinary man had 
made upon his mind were fo ftrong as 

to 
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to remain^ in an almoft equal degree 
of livelinefs to his old age. The only 
man of whom I ever heard him fpeak 
with any kind of admiration, was Apol- 
lonius. Apollonius was, with him, the 
fovereign abftraft of human, or ra- 
ther of fuperhuman perfection; for it 
was eafy to perceive, from the tone in 
which he mentioned him, that he held 
him for fome incarnate deity or geniua ; 
and in faA this new Pythagoras, in all 
his adlions and fayings was ever intent 
upon keeping up or awakening this opi* 
nion of him. l^otwithftanding this, my 
grandfather felt no inward call to en- 
trreafe the number of the feven difciples, 
which Apollonius, previous to his voy- 
age into India, had always about him : 
call: the effeä the pretended god-man 
'had upon him, was> that the curioiity 
after extraordinary and wonderful mat- 
. ttmf which is an eflential charaderiftic 
of all flow-witced men, got a ftated di- 
redion with him, and became a decided 

partiality 



paftiisilit^ for vrHati iA öür ilmies was de« 
nominated the pythagoric ^hito^ophy. 
Proteus^ -who wts not a man- to enter 
into the fpkit of the philofophy <yf fuch 
an one as Pythagoras^ made to himfelf 
fo diftant and arbitrary 9 nilion- of it, 
that every thing, genuine or fpuribus, 
that has been afcribed by tradition, or 
intenpol^ted by fliallow- brained im^f« 
tors; to, che segyptian Hermets, the' bac-^ 
trian 2U)roafter, the Indian Buddas«,' the 
hyperborean .Abaris^ the jthracian Or- 
pheus> and to all other miraculous men 
t>f this rort> had place in it. He got 
together, by little and litile> a confider«. 
able treafurb'of books^lof all fizes, th^o- 
fophical, aftrological, of the intei^reta* 
tion of dreams and figns, magical, in 
one word, on fupernattiral fubjeds-— 
mrixcc on .parobnient, i on - sesgyptianf ^nd 
Indian papery on ^alm-lbaves and blirk of 
trees -«-nconcemihg^ deities and fpirit», 
on the various kinds of their appari- 
tions and infpirations> on their fecret 

names 
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named/And .figi)^UF0s^;Qh thq myileric^ 
whereby rthe good fpirits are to be ren-- 
^cjred propitious, end the evjl oi^cs 
I^QVght into fu^bjec^ion ; on the jart of 
ft^king talifjft^ns and necromantic rings« 
ein the philofopher'3 done, the language 
pf bird«, in Ihort j on all the whimfies, 
\Ki(h which fcoundrels of all denomina- 
tions» greek and^barbarian« the pret^ndi- 
£d Chaldean«, thfc vagrant begging prieft$ 
af Iß$iAhü great mother of the gods« 
and other quick-pated knaves of the 
fame (lamp, who eaiily know, how to 
gull add niake tributary to them, the 
credulity of idle and wealthy fools. The 
more jßngular, obfcure« and acnigmati« 
csil thefe writings feemed, fo much 
(he greater was their value to him: 
and, if compofed, from one end to the 
j^er/ in pure hieroglyphics^ he then 
thfivght A couple of leaves« efpecially 
if : th^y fmelt fomewhat mufty« and 
h^d W air of mouldy antiquity« veiy 

cheaply 



cheaply purchafed at the price of a hun^ 
dred and more drachmas. . « 

. It \irs^s highly natural Avithal^. that th^ 
indoiejj&c^ of the good Proteus fhoul4 
crave a lighter and more digeftible nu-f 
triment \' ^nd hence it was^ that all kind 
of miraculous (lories legends of deities 
anjd heroes^ ?^le^ pf ghqfts* milcfiai^ fic^ 
;ion?, ^nd tj^c lik§, foriTi«;^ xjo fpc^y p^^ 
of hisi library 5 wid th«fc wer? )ik lUVa} 
recreat;ipii| when h? had fat^^d hinir 
felf in making vain attempt!^ to get a 
clear iniight into thqfe myAeripus writ^ 
i|igs. Happily for him^ the impreflipns 
made on his imagination by this kind of 
leAure, were fo evai^efcent, that be 
could read (hem over in ^-egular fuccef- 
iion for the twentieth time, with about 
as much delight fs was necefTary to a 
foul like his» for tranfporting itfelf into 
that middle (late between dreaming and 
waking, wherein he ufed moft willingly 
tb pafs his folitary hours* This method 

of 
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of agreeably beguiling his time, did not 
extend fo far, but that, notwithflanding 
that he had nearly broken off all inter- 
courfe with the Parians, fetr days or 
weeks in the year elapfed in which he 
found himfelf quite alone. For his tafte 
for the occult fciences and arts, which 
was foon fufficiently known, procured him 
a great number of vifits from ftrangers, 
who were defirous of contributing what 
they- could 'to* the gratification of it. 
Itinerant Chaldoeans and niagi^ tra- 
velling Pythagoreans, and dealers in that 
fpccies of manufcripts of which he was 
fo extremely fond, were always 'conSing 
and going about his houfe ; feldom was hi 
wanting in one or other of thefe for his 
commenfales; and it would have been cafy 
for any one that Ihould have wrote down 
their table talk, to have collcfted, in a 
very few years, whole cart-loads offuch 
converfations as thou haft immortalized 
in thy Lover of Lying* In the latter years 
of his life he fufFered himfelf to be per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded by an hcritietical adept, to have 
a private laboratory built in his houfe, 
where they were to labour day and nighc* 
at the great work, which in after tinies' 
was called the philofopher's ftone; but 
happily he died juft in time for defeat- 
ing the fcheme of the adept; who* pro- 
bably intended by a lignal feaft of dex* 

terity to make hiinfelf the old man's heir. 

i • , . . .1 . . 

'Thou clÄäriy fecft, my dear Lucian^ 
what fortt^f cohfequences the education 
of ft youhg lad with* fuch difpofitions an 
mine» in the hdufe^rffuch a grandfather, 
muft naturally have, Bcfidcs, I was the 
darling of the old Prcteus.-and he took 
a peculiar delight in initiathig me, as 
far as he was capable, into the myfteries 
of his philofophy. His mufjeum was 
always open to me ; I was obliged fre* 
quently to read to him a« he lay upon 
his couch ; and he pleafed himfelf in 
auguring from my curiofity in thefe 
matters, and from th« facility w4th 

which 
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which I entered into chem all^ that one 
day^ as he exprefled himfelf^ I Ibould be 
a great man. The only thing he did 
Dor obferve in me was the tolerably wide 
difference, with all this apparent fympa« 
thy, between his way of thinking and 
mine. The marvellous to him was no 
more fhan 4 toy with which his foul, 
that always* remained in a (lace pf ip- 
fancy, was ever at play ; with me it was 
a« object for the who}e energy, of. fny 
franie: what with him pafled. for dreamt 
yid idle tales, filled my foyl with tu* 
multuous fancies, and vivid feelings of 
grciat realitiey^ the enthqfiaftical.purfuit 
^hereof occupiecl my ^thoughts 4;>Qth 
day and night. — He aniufed himfiplf 
>i^ith philpfophi^al images, sentgmasi 
and hieroglyphics, as ^ child is diverted 
with gaudy flowers and painted butter« 
Hies; I ftrove with all Wy faculties to 
penetrate Itheir hidden fcnfc. In ihort^ 
he was fond of the extraordinary, b^* 
caufc it interrupted the eternal dulnefg 

of 
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of his conftitutional fioth by plcaflng 
dreafosfi and. l^ while yet a lad^ was burn- 
ing with defirc tti experience and to do 
extraordinary things; 

',»■'.. "/ . •" 

On in othbr .wdrds» the difference be- 
tween you wias this: Thy grandfather 
read, the ilbries of romantic adventures 
by way of paftime, while thou wert tak^ 
ing mil poifible meafures for becoming 
nn a^renturer thyfelf. Doubtlcfs a very 
efiential difFetence, and the confequences 
whereof were feverely felt by thee dur- 
ii^ the whole courfe of thy life. 

PERlSGRINE. 

Without tvtt repenting of one of 
them. 

LUCIAK. 

Pardon tne for interrupting thee. It 
fliall not unneceflafrily happen again. 
Pray proceed ; 1 4xn all^atkention. 

FERE- 
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In my grandfather's library there was 
the book of Empedocles concerning na- 
ture, Plato's banquet arid Phaedo^ with 
the dialogues on the republic^ and fome 
of the fmaller writings of Heraclitus. 
As they were exaftly tbe^only ones ix^ch 
he never ufed to read, fo they might 
have lain thickly covered with duft^iand 
behind a curtain of cobwebs, foc*ibnie 
twenty or thirty years ; w^hen,; ddc ]4ay 
having a mind to fomething new, Plato's 
banquet accidently popped into his head 
as a work that might prove ycry inge- 
nious and lentertaining. I was bid to 
reach it down from the fhelf, and read 
it to him as he lay on his couch^ on his 
retura from^^the bath> after eating ä hear- 
ty dinner. While Phaedo, PaufkoiaSj 
Eryximachus, and Aridophanes were 
fpeakirtg their opinion^d on iove^'we 
wioat om folßnhly witll ; the latter niade 
him evQn bur£binto lia^ghter^ more thafa 
onccj with his comical hypothefis on the 
- i-^..:.i primitive 
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primitive nature of man^^ and the real 
caufe of all the different kinds of love« 
At the elegant hymn which the beaut;!- 
ful Agatho iings to Cupid^ he began to 
yawA; l^ut at length when Socrates takes 
up his fpeech^ andj after a difputation in 
bis peculiar manner» which at. my age I 
found to be very tirefome» communicates 
to (he company the intelligence he pre- 
cei^di&^o have formerly received from the 
pr^phetefs D^iotima onjpye and the art 
of Iqvipg I;, my grandfather had infenfi- 
bly fallen fo fail afleep» that I had time to 
read over this part of the fympofion» 
\^hich took up my . whole a^ttention» 
twice or ithriccj and to meditate upon it 
before he awaked. I did not lie down 
to fleep that 9ight till I had privately 
cranfcribed this difcourfe of Dlotima; 
and the next morning, on returning the 
book to its place» perceiving its part« 
ners in exile lying in the fame corner, 
and judging» from the mere titles and 
names of the. authors» of the importance 

of 
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oFthc treafurc I found, I took thcrti ail 
aiiray, and thiencefbVwärd employed hot a 
nroment of which I was- mailer, in any 
thing clfe but the reading of thefc works, 
tHtf readihg of therifi again aitd agaiii, re- 
volving therti in ihy riiindi <i»nlparing 
thehi tbgethcfi and, frbih^theieli^as they 
cicited ^n my mihd, tA Form, as far as 
I was able, a fyfteni to niyfelf. 'The 
life I had hitherto led äppeäiied td Ihc 
like theftatt'^bPa irtah^ oh ^honk thi 
morning-da wh * 'be^m* ■ ^o- * briiikj ' after 
havin^long bcfcn groping 'his ^fty by thÄ 
fceble light of the mobnin ä * gloomy 
dver^grown foreft. But how it was- at 
once all day and funlhine ih mf ' fouL 
At firft 1 fell the light too dixilinjgi finit 
Uny foul imperceptibly recovered ftiiei^gfll 
by the very ftream of light in which fhi 
fecmcd to float, and was aftohilhed ät 
finding hcrfclf onia fummit>from \yhtece, 
furrounded by the pure breath» of hte« 
Vcn, flite furVcyid ah immenfe world, ft»- 
plete ^ith b^iity, and felt heifeTf deifitd 

in 
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in the blifsful fentiment of her dwü 
freedom^ power« and grandeur« 

LUCIAN. 

Thy foul, dear Peregrine, to fpeak in 
the ftyle of the venerable propheteft 
Diotima, itiuft have been endowed with 
an aftonifhing fertility, as it needed no 
more than the n^ere touch of a Plato, an 
Empedocles, and Heraclitei^, for being 
delivered of a whole wprld refflete with 
light and beauty« 

PEREGRINE. 

If this were not faid in mockery, Lu- 
cian, I would tell thee, that the effecls 
of this philofopher on my inward frame 
might more aptly be Compared to the 
fparks produced by the collifion of flint 
and fteel. For what they kindled in me 
was in fad: only one, but that an inex- 
tinguifhable fiame,'which from that mo- 
ment forth was to me the fource of light 
aod life; or, to exprefs myfelf more 

^ou I. E accurately. 
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accurately, upon the produdlion of this 
flame within me» it was as if a dark 
thick film that had hitherto inclofed my 
whole frame, fuddenly fell off; I be* 
held myfelfj no longer in a mirror with- 
out, but in my very felf ; knew myfeif for 
the firft time, and from that moment^ 
was no more in want of any Pythagoras 
or Plato, to give me inftrudion on that 
head, than the fun is in want of any fo* 
reign illumination and heat, for being all 
light and fire. 

LUCIAN. 

I frankly confefs to thee, my good 
friend Peregrine, that I, for my part, arti 
ftill in need of the help of fpme foreign 
light for comprehending what thou here 
revealefl: to me. In all likelihood my 
being muft not yet have broke through 
its old films and (hells. 

PEREGRINE. 

* That may eafily be the cafe, dear Lu- 
cian. Yet perhaps I may make myfeif 

more 
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more intelligible to thee foy a (iligle 
word* Thou probably canil recolkcfl^ as 
thou haft read the Sympoiion of Plato^ 
what Diotima mentions of love^ as a 
dflemoni that i^^ according to her ex- 
planationV an intermediate being be- 
tween the mortal and immortal^ or the 
divine nature. Luminous as this theory 
was to me,' which led me to imagine that 
I was mafter of nearly all the platonic 
ideasj yet this dasmon of love feemed 
ftill to be without me, only that by a 
curious kind of illufion, he was ever ap- 
proximating« ever becoming more vifible 
to me. — The fliell or hulk, which I 
mentioned to thee, was ever becoming 
thinner and thinner, and in the fame 
proportion all was growing brighter 
within ; in Ihort, it became at length 
fo thin, that a fingle verfe of Empedo- 
des that accidentally fell in my way, 
was fufficient to break through it ; I 
felt as it were, delivered of myfelf, felt 
that the daemon of the fage Diotima was 
E 2 within 
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within me; or rather» that I myfelf wa 
th(; daemon« who had need of no inter- 
ference of a third» but merely of his own 
peculiar eternal longing and endeavour 
after the fupremely beautiful and pcr- 
fed^» for participating in the enjoyment 
ef that eudxmon» that is the pureft blifs 
of which a daemon is fufceptible» and 
for feeling itfelf deified in the enjoy- 
ment of divinity. 

LUCIAN« 

I begin to be afraid» that for appre« 
bending the fubiime affairs of which 
thou talked» a particular fenfe is requi* 
lite» with which nature muft have for- 
gotten to furnifh me. 

PEREGRINE» JmiUttg. 

It is nothing, Lucian» but the rind or 
(hell which thou haft not yet quite broke 
through. 

LUCIAN. 

Be that as it may ; yet I muft intreat 
thee, as thou purfueft thy hiftory, to 

keep 
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keep is clofe as thou canft to my rind^ 
and to fpeak to me in a language that I 
underftand^ if thou wiiheft that it (hould 
not be exa&ly the fame as if thou wert 
talking merely to thyfelf. 

PEREGRINE« 

What I have been defcribing, appeared 
to me the fimpleft matter in the world. 
But make thyfelf eafy, Lucian — as I 
proceed in my narrative, the fcene about 
roe will be conflantly clearing up^ and I 
am now coming to fome tranfadions of 
my youth; which, though thou haft 
fonnerly beheld them through a falfe 
medium» are yet of fuch a nature that 
there is no need of being any thing more 
than an ordinary man, either for having 
fuch adventures, or for comprehending 
the nature of them. 

I was not long beyond my eighteenth 

year, when my grandfather died, after 

having» in his laft will and teftament, 

E 3 conftitutcd 
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confticuted me the fole heir of all he was 
worth. I faw myfclf now in pofieflioD 
of a far greater fortune than was ncccf- 
fary for enabling me to live indepen* 
dcntly ; and the lirff thought that ftruck 
me was to leave Parium and take to tra-, 
veiling, lefs for the fake of feeing the 
world, as it is called, which at that 
time did not concern me much, than for 
the purpofe of vifiring fuch perfons, 
as^ like myfelf, were glowing With the 
divine love of perfeclion, and would 
live with me in that 'intimate fellowfliip 
and union of fouls, which, by means of a 
commixture» that I did not myfelf under* 
ftaiid, of the inftinös of my time of 
life with the Wants of my heart, I re- 
prefented to myfelf as an cflential part 
of the fovereign eudaemony. But the 
affairs relating to my inheritance, that I 
had previoufly to fettle, detained me, on 
account of the abfence of my father, 
under whofe tutelage I was, a whole 
twelvemonth in Parium; and during 

thia 
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this^ period it was that I met with the 
ad venture which thy anonymous orator 
fo malicioufly mifreprefented in the fine 
panegyric be made on Ine at Elea^ that I 
never, ihould have fufpeded, fince my 
name was < not mentioned in it^ myfelf 
to be the unhappy hero of the tale. 

During the firft years of my life, 
which I pafled under the care of my 
mother, there was a young girl at our 
houfe ; whOj as the only child of a de- 
ceafed utter of my father's, fell under 
the guard ianlhip of my mother. She 
' was but a year older than myfelf; and 
at Ihe filled the place of a daughter of 
the houfe, we were infenfibly accuflom* 
cd to confider ourfelves as brother and 
fiften — The childifli love that grew up 
brtween us, was the more inconfequen« 
tial as I was transferred to the houfe of 
my grandfather at feven years old, and 
from that time but rarely came to town. 
CslUippe (the name of this niece of 
E 4 my 
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my fiuhcr) in the mean lime graduaHy 
grew up ^o be die handfomeft girl ih 
I^ium. I faw hcTy from time to time 
till my mother ^s tkath; but^ though I 
felt fomething for her that feemed like 
the preliminary to a future paflionj yet 
I was ftill far tqo young for rightly know* 
ing what it w^s I felt^ or that I had any 
other fentiments towards her than what 
were perfeÄly confiftent with our prox* 
imity of blood. As Callippe bad now 
entered her fifteenth yeaxj ihe had af« 
fumed the manners and air of a girl of 
that age^ and confidered me as a boy 
who might be fondled and carefied» 
without any danger. My father> not 
long afterwards^ thought he had moft 
happily provided for this only 'child 
of a beloved fifter, in having ^narritd 
her to one of the wealthieß; and moff 
coniiderable men in.Parium^ i^tth^ftit 
paying the flightcft r^ard either tq ^hc 
known licentioufnefs of his WAy (jof 
thinking and ading^ or to the grs^^diCi 

1 parity 
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paritjr between his age and her's. From 
this rime forth my coufin Callippe was 
infenfibly loft from my view ; I had 
no more opportunities of meeting with 
her ; and^ in the firm perfuaiion that (he 
was fatisjßed with her lot, I concerned 
myfelf no farther about her, till, upon 
the demife of my grandfather^ the affairs 
of my fucceflion to his eftate, compc^lled 
me to pafs a few months in town« 

Here I foon learnt that my father 
could not eafily have failed worfe in his 
defign of -nrnking Callippe happy. Eve« 
ly one fpoke of her. as a lady condemned 
to pine away the prime of her life under 
the^yokeof an infenfible, penurious and 
jealous tyrant; every one pitied her, 
and all voices were againft the man who 
was capable of ill-treating fo elegant a 
woman. I was too unikiiled in the ways 
of the world, to comprehend much of 
the matter ; I revolved in my mind one 
thing after another, but as often rejecfled 
my plans as improper or unfeafible. 
E 5 Firft 
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Firft of all it fcemed highly necefläry 
chat I (bould come to the fpeech of her 
myfelf : but the cold politenefs and the 
fufpicious circumfpeÄion of old Mene* 
crates, always fo ordered matters chat I 
could never find an opportunity to my 
purpofa At length I was informed by 
a young female flaye^ the only perfon in 
whofe fidelity Callippe repofed an un- 
bounded confidence^ that her miftrefs 
longed for nothing more ardently than 
to have fome difcourfe with me ; as 
(he had matters to difclofe which were 
of the lad importance to hen With 
fuch a harmony of defire^ nothing was left 
us to do but to contrive the means of 
its accomplifhment ^ namely a private 
interview^ but which^ from Callippe'a 
iituation it was neceflary to manage fo 
warily» that neither hef fpoufe» nor the 
neighbours» nor the domeflics» could 
have the flightleft fufpicion of it. Even 
in fchemes to this effed I did not fail 
for want of goodwills but if Callippe 
and her maid had not rn more iiigeni- 

^ ous 






Q1I8 or bolder than I, we Ihould hav^ 
ftaid for ever where we were 5 for cv€n 
che courfe mofi: commonly taken in 
fimilar cafes, never once came into my 
mind« I therefore the more willingly 
fiiffered myfelf to be guided by female 
prudence; and thusj, after various pro-« 
|e(5|s had been rejedied as hazardous or 
impraAicable^ it was finally refolved« 
that we ihould profit by a fhort abfence 
of Menecrates, for her to introduce me 
through a little back door of the garden» 
in the filence of the night, into an ar- 
bottia where I fhpuld find my couiin. 

tUCIAN, 

Under all thefe circumflances» the 
iffair aflumes quite another afped i and 
^et^ when the chances are againft us» nei- 
ther the law nor the world pays any re- 
gard to fach circumftances« 

PERBGRIKE. 

But too true. Neverthelefs, for mc 

ill law was out of the queftion ; or rather^ 

£ 6 fince: 
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fince I had my law within myMf, 1 he- 
ver bellowed a thought on the laws of 
Pftrium. And what is the ludsment . 
of the world to a man who^ftifV^lf' after 
the approbation of .fuperior witnefles« 
Hfho are as prefent to his internal eyes as 
though they were vifible to the out ward ? 
I thought of nothing but doing my-duty, 
»nd, in the choice of the means^ to Tub- 
mit entirely to neceflity, to which the 
gods themfelves are fubjedti 

LUCIAN. 

Thus far I compreKönd you. Mf 
only wonder is, whether! iiave guefled 
the fequel or not. Thou knoweft what 
the proverb fays of opportunity. Have 
a care, friend Peregrine! I know too 
well what in fuch cafes is poffiblc or 
impoilible. 

PEREGRINE. 

The conclusions that people draw from 
their own experiences of what others 
have done or would do, are very falla* 
cious ; bow much muft they be fo whicb 

arc 



ire made of wh A generally happens from 
nfett 'li'fifttply poffible! However, 1 
have riot the lead doubt, that I might 
pronounce with a fort of certainty how 
ehou wouldft have fettled matters hadft 
th<nibeen in my place: but that thou 
cöuldft pronounce with the fame degree 
of certainty concerning me, of that, 
ii^ith thy permiflion, I very much doubt. 

' LUCIAW. 

True, Peregrine — I was never any 
thing more than an ordinary man — and 
from ordinary men there is indeed no 
judging of a daemon. Yet, after all, I 
fliould not be furprifed if even a daemon 
feipecially one whofe very nature it is 
to love) in the body of a blooming youth 
of eighteen, who fhould be fhut up in 
in odoriferous arbour, in the lilence 
of the night, with a beautiful, tender 
weeping young couiin, (hould find him- 
fcif imperceptibly difpofcd, as a man 
pf the ordinary (lamp would be. 

PERE- 



VI 

Nckhcr wo^ld if appear varj marrd- 
l0M CO mc Attend thctrforc to- what 
happcntd«. Our iatccview went on to ad« 
flniaticHi under tbe artful aufpices of the 
fittthful flave. Tbe firft furprUc on both 
fide» wa» not imall; mine» on Iceii^ 
Callip^ for the firft time in the fiiU ma- 
turity of youth and beauty, and her^s at 
fight of the lad of fourteen whom (he 
bad not beheld for four years» now (hot 
up into a young man» on whofe bloom 
no canker-worm had preyed> «and to 
whom a fingular mixture of gentlenefii 
and animation» of cheerfulnefs amd gra* 
▼ity, gave the looks of a far riper age^ 
without being detrimental to the engage 
ing manners of youth. The folitary lamp 
that burned in the arbour» contribute^i 
with the myflerious circumftances of our 
meeting» toaffeA us more with the agi«- 
tation of an unexpeAed rencontre, than 
with the joy of a concerted interview« 
However» we foonrecoveredour fpirits». 

and 
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and Callippe began the convcrfatioir ^di 
excufe^ and juftificatiohs of tftc •3n|)tcU 
cedented fteps flie had found faevfeif rr.; 
duced to take. This natiiraHf ted- to 
a pretty circumflantial detail of tbe gcot 
hardihips (he was continually faSering 
from her tyrant; in which the lovely 
mourner was fparing neither of meta* 
phors nor tears^ for exciting the com- 
miferation of her young friend, whom 
(he. wanted to make the judge, or perhaps 
the avenger of her wrongs. She feemed 
to have forefeen all the queftions I could 
put to her» by the eafe and rapidity of 
her replies ; and at laft concluded with 
giving me fome commiilions of private 
concern, relating partly to my abfent fa- 
ther^ and partly to certain family afFairr 
Aüt nearly concerned her own, which 
paved the way to a fccond and third in* 
ecrview, and very unconflrainedly made 
thtm necelTary. 

Could I then have had the knowledge 
of mankind which an experience of thirty 

or 
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or forty years procures» the behaviour of 
the beautiful Callippe might have raifed 
in xne feme fufpicion: and had I been fo 
difpöfed as almoft any other at my age 
vould have been» I fhould have thought 
it a fin againil all the Graces, if I had let 
fo good an opportunity flip out of my 
hands« But with me neither the one 
nor the other was podible. How vifibie 
focver the nets might be that were laid 
for my snfufpeAing innocence, I fav 
them not» as I had no more idea of nets 
aiid traps than a bird juft hatched ; and 
Callippe could not have been fafer from 
any fnares on my part, had (he been i 
prieilefs of Diana or a filler of my own. 
Every woman» whether matron or vii^gin, 
was in my eyes a facred veflel in the vtm^ 
pie of nature» fo much the more fkcrcd 
and inviolable» the more beautiful it was« 
How very much fo then muft the fpoisft 
of Menecrates have been to me» who^ by^ 
confanguinityj, beauty and misfortune^. 

had 
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liad a threefold claim upon my participa- 
tion^ my reverence and my fervices ! 

LUCtAN. 

Wonderful man 1 



PEREGRINE. 

With thy permiflion I fee nothing 
nvonderful here at all; it would rather 
have been a wonder if I had thought 
otherwife. My education had preferved 
both my body and mind from all cor« 
ruption» efpecially from all premature 
excitation and voluntary allurement of 
the animal inftind:; . my imagination 
was as unfullied as my fehfes ; and 
the love of the foyereign beauty, which 
at this period of my life was the foul of 
all my thoughts and defires, gave fo 
different a tindure to the impreffiona 
made on me by beautiful forms, from 
what common mortals experience» that 
the effeds mud neceilarily be as different 
likewife. Moreover» I beguthce not to 

forget. 
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aoT cer: cf it. feet relaSe the matter 
Jtcr aj :r xoi. O:: parrLfig from Callip- 
pc, her irrige isdodd purfued me, but 
without cjLing mc any «hrr uneafinefsi 
chi:i whii xrcfc from the care of eie- 
CwCxng her commifioos to the bcft of 
niT power. 

LCCTA3I. 

All the fire in thr nature muft at tbaC 
nne hare been attraäed to the higheft 
icgion of thy ifMginatioii. 

PSRCORIirC. 

Yet oof fo entirely i for I do not de- 
sy that Callippe appeared to me moit 
beautiful and more amiable evtry tine 
I faw her; but I did not place the 
ffighteft diftruft either in myfelf or 
M htr, aa tfainking^ that nothing vat 
more natural tKan for my fatisfa^ion 
and my participation in her to become 
always more lively aa fhe grew .mor« 
amiable in my iighr« Was not the love 

for 



for the beautiful as proper to my d^mou 
niacal nature as refpiration to my breaft i 
That Callippe was always wanner and 
always more ingenious in finding out 
new caufes arid ways to new private in- 
terviews, I did indeed perceive ; but I 
regarded it as fo natural a confequencc 
of the legitimate attachment to a near rci 
ation whom fhe had "been accuftomed 
from infancy to regard as a brother, thaj 
it never once occurred to me as poffible 
for malice itfelf to find any thing blam« 
able in it. And after all, what diffi- 
culty is there in fuppofing. Chat in fo 
Ibrlom a condition as her*s, it mufl have 
coft her much to relinquifli the only con- 
iblation the giving vent to her grief« 
procured her ? — *' Thy prcfence, thy dif- 
courfe, are nepenthe to me," faid fhcr 
once at parting, in a voice that vibrated 
^n my foul; Uke the fong of the mokn 
-^" in thefe tranquil monienti of friend^ 
ihip» Iforget that I am unhappy; canfi 
thou then already be weary of granting 

mc 
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toe at times an hour thou ilealeft from 
nought but flccp?*'— I ihould have 
thought myfelf a barbarian^ Luciarij if 
I had been capable of it. 

LUCIAK» 

And truly I (hould have thought fo 
too. But confefs, that thou hadft about 
this time the invifible arrow fticking in 
thy liver. 

PEREGRINE. 

^ I believe it myfelf^ Lucian r but their 
I had no knowledge nor even any fur- 
mife^of the matter. And what necef* 
farily added td my fecurity was^ that I 
ejcpeded the night in which we were to 
fee each other again» always with as 
much tranquillity as I faw it arrived 
with pleafure« But I mud not omit to 
mention a frefh circumftance which was 
like to make a no inconfiderable alteration 
ia the complexion of our interviews. 
M Menccrates did not return for fome 
• '." : ■;-. ^ 1 ; • ' . time 
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licne from town» -the arbour in the gar- 
den was found too dangerous for our 
fiuther fervice. After long confident* 
tion on what was to be done^ the female 
flave at laft faid» in the air of ^ perfon 
who had fuddenly hit on a pi;6je& : "I 
know of no place in the whole houfe^ 
where we (hall be fo perfeAly fecure 
from all furprife, as the bed-chamber of 
my miftrefs. — Thou art right« replied 
Callippe fmiling; and I wonder how it 
was that I never thought of it. — »But 

• •/•••• faid I, fomewhat confufed, 

Menecrates? — Oh, he has not fet his 
foot over that ithreihold for more than a 

year — and he has his own reafons 

wherefore^ — faid the girl. I held my 
peace, and the next aflignation remained 
fixt for Callippe's bed-chamber. 

IiUCIAN. 

A more elegant and convenient place, 
no doubt; but, by Jupiter 1 the moft 
flippery that thy platonic daemon could 
have found between heaven and earth ! 

PERB- 
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NRIORIIfS. 

ThoM wUc deem me very fimplc^ Lu- 
cian«— -but, Jet it fuffice^ it never once 
ftnick me. , Had , Callippe turned red 
at tbe propoialj had fhe ihewn any re- 
Ip^ance, it is more than probable I 
might have had my doubts on the pro- 
priety of the cafe; but her approving 
of it fo freely^ fo quickly^ .and with fo 
much cornpofure^ left me in my natural 
i^urity« I loved^ indeed, dllippe» but 
with fuch a virgin ignorance, that iier 
bed-chamber was to me no more than any 
other place. And, in fad:, enfhrincd in 
the innermofl: fanduary of Vefta, fhe 
would not have been fafer from any-fc- 
cret defigns and attempts on my part, 
than in her bed-chamben 

LUCIAN. 

What a cunning little rogue is your 
dffimon Cupid, Peregrine I How dex- 
terous he isf in alluring your good unde- 
iigning he^ts by his childifh playful 

mient 
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mien! And yet I would wager fome* 
thing that the bed-chamber was the c^ufe 
of all the mifchief. 



PJiRSGRINE. 

Do but hear.. It had nearly efcaped 
my thoughts to mention a trifling cir- 
cymftancej whichj however« was not 
quite unimportant, from my not attend- 
ing to it at the time. Th; young flave 
was always prefent at our interviews ; a( 
the firft^ without once leaving us for a mo« 
ment; at the fecond and third« fhe pafled 
backwards and forwards ; in the fequel 
fhe Remained out fometimes a longer and 
fometimes a (horter fpace, frequently 
half an hour together, and n)ore ; but 
always in fo natural and unintentional a 
way, that I hardly took notice of her 
abfence« 

LUCIAK. 

The flut ! 

PEREGRINE. 

Several days had paflcd without my re- 
ceiving from her the ufual intimations. 

LUCIAN. 
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LVCIAN. 

And that, perhaps, not without de. 
fign— But thou never perceivedft it 1 

PEREGRINE» 

Certainly not, excepting that the timj 
appeared to me longer than I had ca* 
iually reckoned it. I was beginning to 
be uneafy for Callippe» when the (lave 
gave me the ufual iignals agreed upon 
between us. It was a pretty dark night, 
and all within lay buried in the pro- 
founded fleep, when I was let into the 
houfe through a Ipw window, from the 
garden. I could not myfelf tell exadly 
why, but for the firft time it fecmed to 
me as if I ought not to be in that houfe 
at that hour. This little uneaiinefs was 
over in an inftant, on the entrance of 
the beautiful Callippe into her chamber, 
w ith eyes that fpoke gratitude and love ; 
but it returned from time to time, what- 
ever I could do to fupprefs it. CaU 
lippe at length p<:rceived it. She en. 

quired 
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quired the caufc of an uneafinefs which 
flic had never obferved in me before; 
and I immediately confefled^ that I 
could not reckon her and myfelf in fafe- 
ty, either within thefe walls or in this 
chamber. Here doubtlefs our hearts 
beat in fympathy too, faid (he ; thou only 
miftakeft the caufe. " I too/' added fhe 
in a tender and j^aintive tone thatfet all 
my nerves in refponfive vibrations, '* I 
too have my mifgivings that we now 
for the lail time fee each other. Not as 
though we had aught here in the leaft to 
apprehend. I, my deareft Proteus, fhudder 
at the thoughts of a quite different dan- 
ger; the only one I have to dread. — I 
dare, I can no longer fee thee, Alk me 
not the caufe— for thou, of all mortals, 
art the laft who needft to know it.'* — 
This language, fo entirely novel to me, 
threw me into the deepeft alarm ; but 
Callippe allowed me no time to recoiled: 
my fcattered thoughts : fhc told me, 
in words that bore the ftrongeft marks 
VOL. !• F of 
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of truth, and at the fame time with a 
gcntlenefs that gave them an inexpref- 
fible charm> the tenderefl: that the firft 
love of a young fentimental female can 
infpire ; and (he ended by the repetition, 
that it was for the laft time we had now 
fcen each other. '* We mud part/' faid 
fhe in a ftifled voice, as fhe threw her 
fine white arms about my neck, '^ fare- 
well, my Proteus, and fometimes call to 
mind — the unhappy creature, who fa- 
crifices to thee her virtue and thy own ! 
— Farewell!" 

So uncxpcöed a ftorm burfling at 
once on my heart and my fenfes, was 
too violent to fail of its efFeft ; but it 
was attended by a circumftahce that in* 
evitably mud have completed the beau- 
tiful Callippe's triumph over fo inexpe- 
rienced a novice. At all our interviews 
(lie had ever been dreft with the utmoft 
decency and modc(l^y ;^ arid, to judge from 
appearances, (he was what her drefs be- 

fpoke 
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fpoke her : and now alfo ; only too airy 
for the violent emotions of pain and 
love to which (he refigned herfelf at this 
moment of feparation. It was indeed a 
very warm fumraer night; but, for fo 
tender a parting-fcene, a tunic which a 
iingle filk-worm might have fpun^ was 
much too thin ; and as the tender Callippe 
threw her arms about my neck, in a 
tranfport of grief at the thoughts of an 
everlafting farewell, her bofom fomewhat 
too vehemently prefling againrt mine, 
this flimfey covering fell naturally into 
diforder, which in an inftant gave her 
charms too great a fuperiority over my 
uoguarded fcnfe. What pafled in my 
foul at this moment, it is hard to de- 
fcribe; a univerfal tremor came upon 
me, all was cloudy and dim before my 
eyes, and I do think I lliould have fal- 
len to the earth, had not Callippe fup- 
ported me in her arms, and led me to 
her couch ; where in a fliort time 1 cauie 
again to myfelf : meanwhile, her right 
F 2 arm 



lOi HISTORY ar 

arm ftill enfolding my waifl, (he fixed 
her eyes upon me, which feemed to dart • 
iQto my foul all the fire of love. The 
young (lave was not prefent at this fcene, 
and Callippe mufl not have thought my 
accident fo dangerous as to need her call- 
ing out for ailidance. 

The gods alone can tell how all this 
would have ended, if juft at the momenta 
great alarm throughout the houfe had not 
rouzed us at once from our trance, and 
compelled us to pay attentio'n to what 
was going forward without us. We arc 
betrayed, exclaimed the affrighted Cal- 
lippe, as the noife drew nearer ; and the 
thundering voice of Menecrates was dif- 
tindlly to be heard. I fprang up, and 
needed not a moment to confider, that 
except by my fudden efcape, there were 
no means left for refcuing both the lady 
and myfelf. 

XUCIAK. 



1 
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LUCIAN. 

In fuch iituations the daemons with- 
out bodies have a very enviable advan- 
tage. 

PEREGRINE. 

I ran to the window that looked to 
the garden ; but^ befides that the height 
of it was too dangerous f^r a leapj I faw 
the garden befet with a number of flaves 
all armed with clubs and pikes, into 
whofe hands it feemed more dangerous 
to fall. Another window gave into a 
little court which ferved as a repofitory 
for wood under a covering of fliingles 
that reached pretty near to Callippc's 
window ; from whence it was not impof- 
fible, by a good fpring, to get upon the 
roof of the low fide-buildings of a 
neighbouring houfe. What next was to 
be done muft be left to chance. Mene- 
crates, meantime, kept bawling fo loud 
in a commanding tone of voice, and 
knocked fo hard at the door of the bed- 
chamber, that Callippe could no longer 
F 3 refufc 
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refufe to open it without increafing the 
caufe of fufpicion. I therefore ventured 
upon the decifive leap. I happily alight- 
cd on the adjacent roof, and from thence 
got into a little garden, where I found it 
not difficult to climb over the low dila- 
pidated wall, into a narrow lane which led 
to the back door of my own houfe, and 
in an inftant after found my felf beginning 
to breathe again at liberty from a danger 
the very recolledion whereof makes my 
hair ftand on end. At all events, it was 
by great good luck that I got quit, for 
my fo often repeated imprudence, at 
the cxpence of the mere anxiety I un- 
derwent; which was doubtlefs cheap 
enough : however,» the whole tranfadion 
was jufl: as I have related it ; the cudgel- 
ling and the radifh were mere embellilh- 
ments by which thy anonymous orator 
^<'as probably in hopes of making the 
ftory fomewhat more interefting to his 
audience. 

I^UCIAN. 
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LÜCIAN. 

Probably both would have fallen to 
thy lot if thy good daemon had not fo 
luckily brought thee through. At any 
rate, thefe embellilhments, as . thou 
knoweflj are too ufual in ftories of this 
kind, of which the public hear fome, but 
feldom the true circumftances, to make 
it a heinous crime in the anonymous 
orator, for adding, perhaps without hif- 
torical foundation, thefe fiftions, merely 
for the honour of probability. — But 
how fared it with the poor Callippe ? For 
though I confefs that (he does, not ap- 
pear to me the moft innocent acflor in all 
this affair, yet I cannot help wifhing 
that (he might not be enjoined too fe- 
vere a penance for fo pardonable a weak- 
nefs. 

PEREGRINE. 

It was well for her, that her (lave was 
the fweetheart of a freed-man, who had 
fo far gained the afcendant over old 
Menecrates that he could do with him 
F 4 what 
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uhat he would^ and refcued her, by be- 
ing bound for her innocence, from the 
threatened torture, which would doubt- 
lefs have forced the whole fecrec from 
her. CalHppe, who perhaps was not fo 
unprepared for fuch a fcene as I ima- 
gined, was fo far miflrefs of herfelf as 
to play the novice ; and as there was no< 
thing that could be brought as evidence 
againll her, flie had a right to demand 
fatisfaclion for the^aifront that had been 
put upon her by the gracelefs wretch, 
whofe unfeafonabte jealoufy bad dif- 
turbed her gentle flumbers, and embold- 
ened him to fully her uncontaminated 
honour. By good fortune my father was 
juft come home. I difclofed to him the 
whole of the affair; he took the part of 
his injured niece : and, as both parties 
had their reafons for not pufhing mat- 
ters to extremities, and for putting- a 
flop, as foon as poflible, to the babble 
of the Parians : Menecrates left hi« 
fpoufc? at full liberty to manage his 

houfc 
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iioufc and her own virtue as Ihe fhould 
:hink proper ; and retired to one of his 
dilates in the country ; while I, in per- 
'cA lilcncc, fet out that very day on a 
journey to Athens. 

The Angular prefentiment in which I 
entered the venerable city of Minerva, 
—the opinion of its high antiquity, 
^hich it deduces from the times of the 
rods — the awfulnefs of a place where 
t is impofliblc to proceed one ftep with- 
out treading on fome monument of a deity 
>r a hero, or an extraordinary perfon, — 
:he recolleftion of its former fplendour, 
Df alLthat it once was, and what Greece, 
md by means of the Greeks, the whole 
svrorld owes to it, — in contraft with its 
|>reftnt ftillnefs arid repofe, perfcdly 
larmonized with the melancholy call of 
ny mind, and'the folemn reflections to 
ivhich it was difpofed, at my firft com- 
ing to Athens; and which formed a 
ftrong contraft with the fprightlinefs 
F 5 arid 
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and gayety of the Athenians. Little con- 
cerned about them, and all their trifling 
purfuits, now they had nothing of im- 
portance any longer to do^ I fecluded my- 
felf almofl from all focicty, confined my 
M^alks to the molt folitary places^ vifited 
the Ceramicus, the academy, the Poet- 
zile, and the Lyceum only foon after day- 
break, or during the lonely hours of 
night, when no one elfe was to be fecn 
abroad. In (hort, inftead of living like 
other people in adual Athens, I rather, 
like a departed fpirit, roamed about 
the fepulchre of the great and glorious 
Athens, which was now no more. 

The fchools of the philofophers had 
at that time no one to produce, who had 
remarkably raifed himfelf above the com- 
ilion level of mankind. Even among 
thofe who paraded in the garb of the py- 
thj^oreans and platonifts, I found none 
to whsm I felt myftlf in the fmallcft de- 
gree attracted. As the city, notwith- 

Handing 
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Handing its magnitude^ was but mode- 
rately peopled, as thou knoweft, and the 
Athenians had all poflible leifure for 
meddling with every thing that did not 
concern ihcm : fo, for fome time, I fur- 
niihed employment for their attention 
and their wit, and they were by no 
/means fparing of their raillery and their 
epigrams, efpecially as they thought my 
mode of life very ridiculoufly unfuitablc 
to my youth and figure. However, I 
took no notice of their remarks, but ftill 
followed my own humour, and, fome weeks 
afterwards having hired a country houfe 
in a ipot bordering on the town ; I foon 
ceafed to be any thing novel or ftrange 
to them: I flipped, as it were out of 
their fight, and nobody troubled him- 
felf any more about me, till a little ad- 
venture, which did not efcape the no- 
tice of thy anonymous orator at Elea, but 
virhich he juft as much diftorted as he 
did the amour with Callippc, brought 
F 6 me. 



no . HISTORY OF 

mc, though in a very difagreeable man — 
ner^ back to their obfervation. 

Walking once in a wood at the fooc^ 
of Pentelicus» by chance I met with su 
lad of about fourteen or fifteen years of^ 
age» who had picked up a bundle of dry 
fticks and was binding them into a fag- 
gotj the fimplicity of whofe appearance 
attraded my attention. I entered into 
a little convedation with him, during 
which I could not but admire the inge-- 
nuoufnefs and vivacity of his anfwers. 
All at once I was ftruck with the anec- 
dote of the firft acquaintance of Socrates 
with juft fuch another lad in one of the 
narrow ftrcets of Athens, and who, under 
the guidance of the philofopher and his 
genius, became, from this boy, the cele- 
brated Xeoophon. My young foreftcr 
feemed to me to give tokens of a no lefs 
happy difpolition ; I determined to do 
by him as Socrates had adled with the 
youthful Xenophon ; but unhappily for- 
got 
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got that Socrates was at that time a man 
of at leaft fifty years, and I could fcarcely 
reckon twenty. The purity of my foul 
and the innocence of my defign made 
me not advert to this difference; and it 
as little ftruck me, — me, who never took 
into cortfideration the judgments of 
Others— that they could find the fmalleft 
particle of any thing blameable in my 
good- will towards this poor boy, any more 
than if I had brought home a bird from 
the foreft for the fake of teaching him to 
fing. I was ftill firmly attached, though 
my little experiment with the beautiful 
Callippe might have made me a little 
more circumfpecft on this article, to the 
platonic belief, that the outward beauty 
was only a reverberation of that within ; 
and my vigorous imagination forefaw in 
my young Xenophon perhaps a future 
Pythagoras the fecond, or another ApoU 
lonius, without once dreaming of its be- 
ing poifible that he might alfo prove an 
Alcibiadcs or a Nicias. But, befides 

the 
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the fenricc I hoped to do mankind, by 
the cultivation of fo fine a plant, I had 
like wife the particular view of bringing 
him up to be my future aflilhint in the 
myfleries of the fublime fcience of ma- 
gifm, which was then the great objeä of 
my thoughts and wifhes, and to which 
I regarded the pythagorean and platonic 
philofophy, to which I had for fome 
time feduloufly applied, as a main pre- 
parative. The figure and the prefumed 
innocence of the young Gabrias, were 
very material qualities to my purpofe, 
as his ignorance was no impediment to 
it. For, the purer I found his mind 
from artificial ideas and falfe knowledge, 
the more fufceptible was it of the ideas 
to which I hoped by degrees to raife it. 

The attachment which the lad feemed 
to have for me almoft frpm the very 
firft, grew up by infenßble degrees to 
.fuch a pitch, that he begged of me to 
treat him like a perfon fpontaneoufly and 

entirely 



PEREGRINUS PROTEUS, II3 

entirely devoted to me. After this he 
continued with me feveral weeks at my 
Tilh above mentioned. In the mean 
time I found every day more and more 
reafon to doubt whether my expedla- 
tions from the natural talents of the 
young Gabrias had not been too haftily 
formed. His vivacity* was connected 
with a levity and a difpofition to felf- 
confidence and to fenfuality, which ren- 
dered him, of all men, the moft unfit 
for being initiated into the myfteries of 
a philofophy, the firft degree whereof 
is the purifying of the foul from all 
animal propenfities. As foon as I was 
thoroughly convinced of this, all defire 
of farther intercourfe with him immedi- 
ately vaniftied. Had I formed no other 
defign than to fit him for being a worthy 
citizen of Athens, my aim even then 
would have been entirely defeated ; he 
might indeed have become what his 
countrymen call a very companionable 
man ; for he wj^s the moft agreeable rat- 

ler 
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ler ifi the M^orld» had wit and abounded 
in droll conceits, could make whatever 
was ridiculous in a perfon or fubjcd 
apparent and ftriking to the moft carelefs 
obferver, and poffefTed the talent of mi- 
micking the voice, the gait, the mien, 
and the feveral particularities of others 
to an unufual degree: but for my pur- 
pofcs he was utterly unimproveable, and 
I made^t my endeavour to rid myfelf of 
him, as foon as I could. However by 
two or three officious and obliging turns, 
and by renewed inftances of alFecäion, 
the femblances whereof he knew how to 
put on to admiration, I was induced to 
continue him yet a while at my houfe : 
till at length his behaviour (which to 
any one lefs unexperienced than myfelf 
muft have been fufpicious long ere this) 
left me no manner of doubt that he had 
been as much deceived in me as I was 
in him. He was turned out of doors 
that very day ; but likcwifc on that very 
day came an old Ihabbily drefied, ilUfa- 

voured 
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vourcd man, and announcing himfelf to 
be the father of the young Gabrias, with 
heavy complaints againft me as the cor- 
rupter of his fon, the mod harmlefs 
child in the world, till he fell into my 
hands, demanded fatisfadlion of me ; or 
in cafe I refufed it himj he threatened 
to prefer his complaints to the Areopa- 
gus that fame evening. I quickly per- 
ceived thatithe man was come, nouto ac- 
cept of proteftations of the innocency and 
generofity of my views in regard to the 
lad, but to get the fingering of my moneyi 
and all thcfirmnefs loppofed to his idle 
talk was rendered of no avail by his tel- 
ling me that Gabrias was ready to fwear 
to his charge of violence againft me. In* 
famous as thefe people were, yet I was a 
ftranger deftitute of friends, and niight 
lay my account in- having againft me all 
Athens, and efpecially the whole tribe 
of philofophers, who had imbibed falfc 
notions of me. But, independently of 

all 
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all thefe regards, I would have freely 
rclinquiflicd my whole fortune rather 
than be brought before the judges on 
fuch a fcandalous aiFair. Accordingly I 
fubmitced to pay the old fcoundrel the 
fum he demanded, and which in fa<5l was 
tio trifle, as I would have fubmitted to 
ranfom my life or my liberty fronn the 
^jands of a ruffian. This difafter, which 
burft upon me like a flafh of lightning 
in a clear (ky, interrupted the darling 
purfuit of my foul in a manner that was 
highly difagreeable and painful ; the re- 
flexion on what fort of people had now 
my good name in their power, made a 
longer refidence at Athens impoifible ; 
I could neither retire fpeedily nor far 
enough from men who were fo little ca- 
pable of promoting my defign, and 
amongfl: whom an honeft man was ex- 
pofed to fuch villainous contrivance«. 
In fliort, I packed up . all my things^ 
and on the third day after this detefted 

tranfac- 
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tranfadionf, I put myfelf on board of a' 
fhip that was ready to fail for Smyrna. ' 

LUCIAN. 

What thou didft for ridding thyftlf of 
this horrid crew, is what I, and proba- 
bly any other man in thy place, would 
have done; yet perhaps few would fo 
limply have been drawn into fuch a 
fcrape as thou wert. The author of the 
God of Love, to which I muft as inno- 
cently fubmit to be the father, would 
have faid, that thou defervedft thy pu- 
nifhment by thy innocence : but in my 
opinion, thou defervedft it by the im- 
prudence of entering into a fudden inti- 
macy with a raw athenian lad, though 
handfomer than Ganymede or Adonis, of 
whom, and of whofe connections thou 
hadft no previous information ; which 
muft naturally have raifed much curipfity'^ 
about thee ; efpecially as thou wert un- 
der the imputation of affediing Angula- 
rity, and defpifing the beft company 
that was to be met with perhaps- in the 

whole 



i^iS BBSTomT or 

whole vorid ; for rbe Ackenians o 
tiiDC, verc held in this cftimatioi 
I think not without reafon. Befic 
is very poffible, that the old roan i 
not be altogether in the wrong in 
plaining that thoa hadft feduccd hL 

FEREGRINE. 

How Co ? 

LUCIAX« 

The lady when thou firft foundel 
in the wood^ might rea]]y have b( 
innocent and fimple as he appeal 
be ; and» but for the familiarity 
which he was accofted by thee^ 
long have continued fo. It is pro 
that, on his returning homc^ he r 
what kind encouragements he had r 
ed from a fine foreign gentleman 
he had met in the foreft. His fat 
needy man, of a grofs way of thin 
and, where money was in view, 
delicate confcience about the me^ 
gaining it, made his own com m er 
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on what he heard. It is natural to ima- 
gine that he had not the leaft notion of fb 
fentimental and difinterefted an affec- 
tion for a handfome boy or girl, as thine ; 
he probably made enquiries concerning 
thee, learnt that fomething might be 
made of this foreign gentleman, laid his 
little plot accordingly, as this or the 
other accident fhouldfavour.it, and tu- 
tored the lad in what manner he ought 
to behave. The hope of aAy lucrative 
advantage is an irreliftible temptation 
to people of this ftamp ; and therefore, 
with all thy innocence, thou wouldeft 
be confidered and treated as the feducer 
of the young Gabrias. 

PEREGRINE. 

In this fenfe, certainly ; and if the 
infpiring him with more generous and 
noble fentiments than he had been 
brought up to underftand, was feduc- 
tion, then doubtlefs I was fo far to 
blame. But the wife Socrates himfelf, 

accord- 
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according to the indubitable teftimony 
of the beautiful Alcibiades, which he 
delivered in the prefence of-a large com- 
pany, was not. more pure from any juft 
imputation concerning him, than I was 
concerning, the young Gabrias ; though 
I may confidently affirm that the famous 
favourite of Hadrian could fcarcely have 
difputed with him the advantage of per- 
fonal form. Had it not been for the 
general opinion on the Angularity of my 
mannecs, and had I more conformed ta 
the ways of the world, every thing 
would have gone on in the ufual train ; 
and thy Anonymus at Elea would pro- 
bably have had one piece of flan- 
der lefs to produce againft me. How- 
ever, I paid for my virtue three thoufand 
drachmas, and got a wound in my ho- 
nour, of which I retained the fear to the 
day of my death. 

LUCIAN. 

Thy virtue, and — thy want of pru- 
dence, I beg thee to add. He who, 

without 
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without fubmitting himfelf to the laws 
of the latter, which is the grand virtue 
of focial life, is guided in his conduft 
towards others merely by the dictates of 
his heart, and a wild imagination, is ever 
in danger of making fimilar experiments. 

PEREGRINE. 

This prudence was never indeed my 
virtue ; by her alone my whole life 
would have borne another afpedl, all the 
ftrange adventures that have been inter- 
woven in it, would never have haJDpened^ 
and Peregrine — 

LUCIAN. 

— In one word, would not have 
been Peregrine ; which, according to the 
eternal decree of the great Pepromene, 
or, if thou rather chufe to fay fo, by 
means of the nature of things, was as 
little poflible, as that Lucian fhould have 
accidentally been reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of jumping out of the window of 

the 



Xft2 HISTORY OP 

the old fenator Menecrates» or of payii^ 
three thoufand drachmas to an Atheni^ 
cut^purfe for providing his fon with 
decent home. 

PEREGRINE. 

I fhould now proceed in my apolog 
if it can be called by that name, till tl 
death of my father, and my conneclic 
with the chriftians. But a number < 
years had elapfed between tlicfe even 
and my abode at Athens. Shall I pa 
them over ? or haft thou patience enoug 
left to hear me relate fome ftories th 
filled up this interval, and perhaps a- 
not indifferent to the better furvey t 
my whole life, though thy Anonymi 
was not fufficiently informed to fay ar 
thing about them. 

LUCIAN. 

Without defigning to pay thee a con" 
pliment, thou haft rendered thy narrativ* 
fo intcrefting to me by what thou ha 
already related that I can think no ci: 

cumftanc 
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cumftancc indifferent that throws a 
ftrongcr light on thy character, or Ihews 
it on another fide, and tends to make 
more comprehenfible to my mind, what 
I found ambiguous, myfterious and ill- 
conneded. in thy life. 



PEREGRINE. 

Theh prepare thyfelf for a very extra- 
ordinary hiftory ! But ere I enter on it, 
it will be neceflary to fay a word or two 
more on the inward frame wherein I 
was when I took the refolution of paf- 
fing over into Afia. 

Since the daemon of love, whom the 
augurefs Diotima revealed to Socrates, 
had brought me to the difcovery, that I 
myfelfwasan embodied daemon of this 
kind, nothing feemed more natural to 
me than the defire of getting as com- 
plete a knowledge as poflible of my- 

VOL. I. G felf 
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felf and the beings of my fpecies, as we 
as of the higher orders to which my natui 
was related ; the only knowledge I hel 
to be w)rthy of my underftanding, as 
led me directly to the cudaemony, th; 
exalted fpiritual blifs, which nothin 
earthly can beftow or take away, and I 
ftrive after which was my inherent pn 
rogative. And what elfe could this ei 
daemony be, but to live the life of 
daemon, to have intercourfe with da 
mons and deities, and to attain froi 
one degree of the beautiful to anothe 
quite up to the vifion and enjoyment ( 
that fupreme original beauty, the cde 
tial Venus, which is the fource and cei 
tre of all beauty and perfection ? 

In the mean time, the grand queftic 
always was: how, by what means, ar 
in what way, this was to be cftccfled 
and, as there might be more ways tha 
one, which was the nearefl and th 

Ihoitcft 
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ibortJcft ? As it now appeared to htc an 
eftablilhed faft; that Pythagoras, among 
the antientSj and ApoUonius among the 
moderns, had aAually arrived at this 
fublime eudaemony, and perhaps to the 
fupreme degree of it: my firft care then 
was to make myfelf as well acquainted 
with ihefe as poffibleby my own refearch 
into the writings they had left, and by fa- 
miliar coiiverfe with perfonsi who were 
actually initiated into the -myfteries of 
their wifdom. The hope of finding at 
leaft one of this clafs at Athens, was en- 
tirely fruftrated ; the few pythagoreans 
Xhere, whom I faw and heard, appeared 
to be people who contented themfclves 
with the outward forms of their order, 
and with pretenfions which they neither 
knew how nor cared tg realife. Ac 
cordingly I was neceflitated to adopt the 
folitary mode of life which appeared fo 
ridiculous to the diflipated Athenians, 
and confinfe myfelf to my own refearches, 
G 2 and 
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and to the purifications and cxcrcifes c^* 
the foul which were the natural prepai- "* 
rative to the higher degrees I was fo ar^-^ 
dently deiirous to attain. 



LUCIAN. 

-And, in all Athens, good Peregrine^ 
was there no honeft Glycerion to be 
found, who could do thee the kindnefs 
to free thee radically and at oiice from 
all this nonfenfe ? For, as far as I can 
perceive, thou waft only in want of this 
remedy. 

PEREGRINE. 

For calling in the aid of a phyfician, 
we muft firft be convinced that we are 
fick, and from this opinion I was as far 
as one fide of the horizon is from the 
other. On the way of temperance that I 
purfued, one meets with.;io Glycerion, 

and 
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^%nd if I had, I (hould hav? fled from her 
*as it had been an empufe. 

LUCIAN. 

Tell me but this one thing: as thou 
/wert concentrating thy whole exiftence 
k in an eudsemony which was to bring 
i thee into fellowfliip with daemons and 
b deitiesj did no doubt ever enter thy mind 
rt- about the reality of thefe wonderful be- 
f[ ings ? Didft thou never alk thyfelf : How 
oi know 1 that there be demons and dci- 
ties ? 

PEREGRINE. 

Never in all my life ; no more than 
it ever occurred tome,- to alk my felf whe- 
ther there be ä fun in the univerfe ? 

LUCIAN. 

But that there is a fun thou faweft — 

G 3 FERE- 
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FEREGRINE. 

With my bodily eyear; but not morc^ 
aiTuredly than the god of the fun witlm^ 
ihe eyes of my mind. 

LuciAN, ßaking bis bead a little» 
Then proceed, friend Peregrine. 

PEREGRINE. 

It feems, dear Lu^ian, that a man 
mud know from his own experience 
what it is to have his foul replenilhed 
with pure abftradt ideas of beauty and 
perfeftion ; what inward repofe, what 
freedom and dignity it gives, to look 
down with contempt ofi all the objects of 
the wifhesand pafFions of mankind, to feel 
one's own fuperior nature, in themidft of 
all the hurry and buftle of thefe grovelling 
beings ; and, while they are ftriving to 

a flu age 
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afluage an infatiable hunger with animal 
and unfubftanrial gratifications, to paf- 
ture on the pure ambrofia of the gods, 
on beauty, harniony and perfeAipn ; in 
fhort, while in the fhell of thegrQf3 fen- 
fible world, to live in a luminous and 
boundlefs world of fpirits and ideas, — 
apparently, I^ fay, one muft know from ^ 
experience what fort of an exiftence this' 
is, or thou wouldft not find me fo pitiable 
in this condition, as thou feemeft tot do. 
But fhouldft thou not at leaflhave expexL- 
cnced this, that there are dreams which 
make us happier than we ever are awake, 
and which, even after we are awake, we 
always recoiled with pleafure? 

lUCIAN. 

Dreams? — By all means! And how 
went on the voyage to Smyrna? You 
had fair winds and good weather ? 

G 4 FERE- 
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Very good. We arrived happily ^^ 
Smyrna^ axKi my genius fo much be- 
friended me, that, in a few days time ^ 
made the acquaintance of a hoary headed 
old man of the name of Menippus, who 
» was none of the moft inconfiderable me J^ 
of the city, and in his youth had been 
in habits of intimacy with the philofa- 
pher of whom I was fo curious to have 
a more accurate knowledge, that is, with 
the great Apollonius. 

LVCIAN. 

How ? Surely not the Menippus, of 
whom the crazy Damis, in his travels of 
Apollonius, relates the moft iniipid of 
all goffiping ftories, the ftory of the em- 
pufe or lamia, which, for making this 
Menippus fall in love with it, aflumed 
the form of a beautiful woman of Phoe- 

nicia. 
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nicia, built a magnificent houPe, and 
puflied the matter between her and her 
hoodwinked lover fo far, as to make a 
wedding of it ; when, on the entrance of 
the dear wonder-worker Apolionius, who 
came quite unexpeded to the nuptial 
feaft, he caufed the whole inehanted 
banquet^ with all the gold and filver 
veflelsj and all the fervants, to vanifh 
away, and compelled the poor bride, 
in tears and trembling and chattering of 
teeth, to confefs, that fhe was one of 
thofe fpe(5lres with which nurfes ufed to 
threaten their froward children, and that 
had attraded the good-natured Menip- 
pus to her only for the fake of making 
him fine and fat, and then eating him 
up alive, as (lie, and the other lamias, 
her fifters, were great lovers of young 
well-fed men, becaufe. they had fuch 
pure blood ? Was it the fame ? 
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PEREGRINE. 

The very fame, Lucian ; though he 
related the ftory with the lamia, as thou 
mayft well fuppofe, fomewh^,-^ diffe- 
rently. The pretended fpeftre was nei' 
ther more nor lefs than an outlandifli 
Hetawe, who, for many years that fhc 
had lived at Corinth under the name of 
a Phoenician lady, had drawn young peo- 
ple to her, and in one way or another, or 
probably both at once, had fo well 
drained them, that no bodily empufc 
could have done it better. Menippus, 
who then dwelt at Corinth, and was a 
ftout, well fet, athletic young man, had 
thus been taken in the nets of this beau- 
tiful man-eater; and Apollonius, who 
had feen him but a few weeks before 
in the full bloom of health and vi- 
gour, needed neither to be a prophet nor 
a demigod, for obferving at firft light 
the havoc the Phoenician had made in 

the 
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rofes of his cheeks. He> without 
:h trouble, brought the young man, 
) was ftrongly attached to him, to 
feflion ; and obtained the promife 
n Mcnippus that he would immedi- 
^ renounce fo dangerous a conncc- 
1. But the Phoenician was not will- 
to be deprived of a lover, of whofe 
[equence no one was better able to 
je than herfelf. She had really con- 
ed a violent paflion for him ; and as 
was already far advanced beyond her 
ne, and was forced to borrow a great 
; of her charms from art, fhe deter- 
cd, fince no other means were left, 
dnd Menippus to her by the furren- 
of her hand and of the wealth flic 

acquired at the expence of her lo- 

He fell in with the propofal in a 

nent of weaknefs. The Phoenician 

pared a magnificent wedding, and on 

accafion made a difplay of all her gold 

filver beakers and goblets, fome of 
G 6 which 
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which were fet with precious ftones, f 
the fake of kindling a more lively gra 
tude in the bread of her favourite, 
the greatnefs of his good fortune, 
went on according to her wiflies : \vl 
Apollonius, who was infl:ru<n:ed of 
whole affair, fuddenly appeared, and 
an end to the nuptial feftivity. W 
enabled this extraordinary man to j 
form the moft of his miracles, faid I 
nippus, was the majeflic height ; 
beauty of his figure, and the magic 
his, eloquence, which by the importa 
he had acquired, and the tone of 
voice, poffeffed a captivating force ; 
(hort, an exterior which he had the ar 
managing fo as even to command a ceri 
reverence from kings and from the enr 
ror Domitian himfelf. Where is the w 
der, that a creature confcious of fo m 
guilt, Ihoiild be druck to the earth 
the unexpeciled prefence and the fudi 
addrefs of fo celebrated a man, who c 



> 
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led her a lamia, and faid he was come 
for the purpofe of delivering his friend 
from her claws ? The banquet, the gold 
and filver and the fervants, vaniflied in- 
deed ; but of their own accord. The 
amazed Phoenician fell at the feet of 
Apollonius : but what impreflion could 
ftie make by her prayers and^ tears on a 
perfon like him ? He carried on the 
cotnparifon of her charadler and the life 
Ihe had hitherto led with what is fabled 
of the lamias, or empufes, without the 
Icaft abatement, and in terms of fuch 
energy, that the poor woman became al- 
moft doubtful whether (he was not in 
reality a lamia, — and concluded by tak- 
ing the terrified and aftiamed Menippus 
by the arm, with all the authority he 
had gained over his young friend, and 
leading him away; at the fame time lay- 
ing his orders on the allegorical lamia 
immediately to vanifli out of Corinth, 
adding many very emphatical menaces if 

ever 
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ever (he fliould again by her ftratagems 
impofc upon his friend. 



JLUCIAN. 

This is the way in which I have al- 
ways thought of the (lory ; and the cafe 
is the fame with all the reft of the tales 
of the babylonian Damis; where it is 
very eafy to diftinguifti what is na- 
tural and true from the marvellous, on 
which he ftrove to fupport them, accord- 
ing to the genius of his country. 

PEREGRINE. 

The old Menippus related to me-a- 
multitude of fimilar anecdotes, whereon 
the (hield-bearer Damis and others of his 
caft, grounded their faith that Apollonius 
was at leaft a demigod, if not a complete 
incarnate deity ; but which, according 
to his opinion, proved nothing farther 

than 
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than that he was a man of a genius 
and chara^der uncommonly great, — and 
thereby proved a great deal. It is na- 
tural, faid he, that ordinary people 
fhould hold fuch an one for more than a 
man, who is th€ utmoft that a man can 
be, and therefore fo far exalted above 
them, as to make them giddy when they 
look up to him. We had frequent dif-* 
putes on this fubjed; fori could not 
give up the agreeable illufion of holding 
ApoUonius, for one of the mod Ihining 
inftances of an embodied daemon, with, 
out a general renunciation of my whole 
ideal fyflem ; and Menippus, either be- 
caufe he had made this obfervation, or 
becaufe he was not ftrongly wedded to 
his opinions, was content in our contro- 
verfies on thefe nwtters, to retreat, with 
an incredulous perhaps, into the focrati- 
cal ignorance. 

I alked him once, how it happened, 
that a philofopher of fo extraordinary a 

ftamp 
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ftamp as Apollonius, had left behind 
him no difciples worthy of him, and 
that this Pythagoras, returned for the 
fecond, or perhaps for the third time 
into the world, had operated fo little 
on the Pythagoreans of our days ? Me- 
nippus Teamed to confider this as a 
confii^mation and natural confequence 
of his notion of the perfon of Apol- 
lonius. An uncommonly great man, 
faid he, has on that account a num- 
ber of ftupid admirers, fuperftitious 
adbrersi childifh imitators, and me- 
chanical repeaters of his words; but has 
no fons and inheritors of his intel- 
led:, his natural endowments and his 
venerable charaAer. However, if we 
may give credit to a report that has 
been current for fome time, there was 
in the region of Halicarnafllis, a fort of 
prophetefs or female magian, who form- 
ed an exception to this. People fpeak 
diverfly of what (lie is, or really pretend. 

Some 
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e affirm her to be an asgyptian or 
n prieflefs ; according to others 
is nothing lefs than the erythracan 
, who after having difappeared for 
oufand years> makes her entrance 
I to light ; but the generality hold 
to be a daughter of Apollonius, 
n (he is faid greatly to refemble: 
for paying greater honour to her 
.0^ aflign her I know not what god- 

or nymph for her mother, on 
fn he begot her, after his vanifh- 
irom the fight of mortals, in one of 
fortunate illands to which he had 
ed without dying. In (hort, this 
xrlea, as ftie calls herfelf, is a very 
erious perfon : but all reports agree 
nothing either paft or future is 
lown to her, that (he converfes 

the gods, has performed many 
culous cures, and, to fum up all, 
the capacity of performing things 
lly incomprehenlible. If my ad- 
vanced 
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vanced age» continued he» had not fixed 
me to Smyrna^ I myfelf would have 
made the journey to Halicarnaffus, for 
getting acquainted with this wonderful 
perfon, and for feeing whether fhe be 
really fo like to Apollonius,. whofe 
image no time will ever efface from my 
memory» as is generally, reported. Haft 
thou no ftatuc or büft of him ? interro- 
gated I. More than one, anfwered he ; 
and he led me direftly into a mufaeum, 
where he fhewed me, among other bufts 
of great perfonages, feveral that were 
made to rcprefent Apollonius, on each 
of which, however, he had a great deal 
to fay. That which he declared to be 
the moft like, I imprinted deeply on my 
min'd,and refolved within myfelf (though 
without giving him the leafl hint of it}/ 
that the moon fhould not twice com- 
plete her change, ere I would be con-- 
vinced by my own eyes of the truth of 
the matter. 

I made 
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made the journey from Smyrna to 
icarnaflus by land ; and» with fuch 
*, that I did not ftop long enough 
phefufi to fee the temple of Diana, 
which at any other time I would 
: taken a great journey on purpofe. 
nearer I drew to the end of my ex- 
tion, the more frequently I heard 
tion of the wife Theocica, or Apol- 
lo as many chofe to call her. They 
;6d extraordinary, and, according to 
OHi, extravagant things of her ora- 
and miracles, of her.folitary recefs 
grove facred to Venus Urania, of 
dwelling cut out of a rock, in which 
jnan was allowed to fct his foot, and 
re (he was attended by invifible 
iphs, and how ill it fared with cer- 
bold and daring perfons, who from 
nefs or fome criminal defign, would 
e prefumed without permifllon, tope- 
ate into her myfterious abode. All I 
rd only fervcd to increafe my avi- 
dity. 
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dity, to become as much acquainted as 
poflible with this daughter of ApoUo- 
nius^ as I was inclined to fuppofe her, 
unknown and unfeen. I was particu- 
larly delighted with the idea of the 
facred grove of Venus Urahia, wherein 
flie dwelt: as I thence concluded tltat^, 
fhe muft (land in immediate connexion 
with that divinity, to atfain to whofe 
blefled vifion had already fo long been 
the ultimate aim of all my endeavours. 
The only difficulty was, how I fhould 
gain admittance to her ; as my being a 
ftranger, rtiy fex, and my youth, were 
no fmafl obftacles to my wilhcs. After 
revolving the matter over and over in 
my mind, the mod eligible method, that 
appeared to me, was to prefent my re- 
queft in writing. Concealing my name, 
I made her, in few, but ftrong lines, a 
pidlure of myfelf ; intimated to her that 
I had an unbounded and unconquerable 
defire of being initiated in the myfte- 

ries 
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rifp of the moft fublime and facred 
Riagifm^ inafmuch as I believed I had 
^RMight my felf into a ftate of preparation 
«f it 5 and, the more probably to gain 
ler. confent^ I added (^s I might in 
qnple truth} that I had already many 
tmtßf ago made a folemn vow to the ce- 
(Aizl Venus, as the eternal, fource and 
!llllnefs of the fovereiga and immar- 
{f^ble beauty, to keep myfelf pure 
kqm. all earthly love and every fenfual 
Ratification, and to preferve my foul 
W well as my body in unfullied inno- 
cence for her fake, to whom I had de- 
voted myfelf without referve. All this 
being previoufly tranfmitted, I propoföel 
tß her thefe two queftions : Whether my 
requelt was agreeable to the goddefs? 
and, in that cafe, what I had farther to 
do? 

At a diftance of fome forty or fifty 
paces from the rocky recefs where The- 

oclea 
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oclca had fixed her abode, it 
rounded by a high and thick 
wild myrtles, through which 
but one opening, the gate wh 
always locked. Before this g 
large fphinx of white marbl< 
open mouth of which theproph 
wont to put a paper containing 
had to deliver, touching matten 
fhe was interrogated or confulte 
but briefly expreffed. But a: 
fwers or her counfels were givei 
fee or reward, the permiflioi 
plying to her by this means wa 
to one fingle hour of ä certai 
every week, and the audience 
folely on the will of the gc 
her prieftefs. Neither might 
confcious of any mifdeed or 
by which he was likely to incui 
pleafure of the goddefs, prefun^ 
over the moat which feparated t 
inclofurc from the reft of the fo 



\ 
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therefore it was cuftomary to employ a 
lad of ten or eleven years old, to put the 
letter or the billet, into the mouth of 
the fphinx. 

I had caufed a tent to be pitched for 
me on the outfide of the moat, to which 
an old fcrvant who travelled with me was 
to bring me fuch neceflaries as I wanted. 
But from the moment I had conveyed 
my letter to Theoclea, I pad the whole 
day within the grove, the awful gloom 
and filence of which was completely 
adapted to promote the abflradion from 
the world, or the pythagorean death, 
by which I mull pafs into the daemonic 
life, and expand my mind to the hea- 
venly light, wherein I was aflured of 
the immediate vifion of divine objedVs., 
An innumerable quantity of fnow- 
white doves feemed the only inhabit- 
ants of this facred grove ; their colour 
the fymbol of purity, as their gentle 

cooing 
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cooing (the only found that difturbe^ 
the awful filencc of the place) was V 
me a type of the longing defire of th 
foul to unite with the fovereign beauty 
The feafon of the year, for it was th 
beginning of fumnier, the ferene fky c 
this delightful country, to which few i 
the world can be compared, the hea 
attempered by the moft agreeable breeze 
impregnated with odours, all confpire 
to caft a youth of twenty, fo curioufl 
framed as I was, into the kind of revc 
rie, when during the flumber of tl: 
fenfes, which the fluttering of a butterfl 
can rouze, the magic fports of the raj 
imagination become real vifion, and tl" 
flightefl prefentiment of the foul is a( 
tual fenfation ; when, in the tranfiej 
glances of every fuccecding momer 
wx fee* and hear what no tongue C2 
defcribe, no Apelles can paint, no nur; 
ling of the mufes put into numbers',- 
and what we experience in thefe incon 

prehenfib 
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prehenfible rmomentSj makes it itnpofli- 
bl^ for usj perhaps^ during the whole 
of pur life, to find room for the thought, 
that all this may have been illufion. 



LIXCIAN. 

The divine t'heoclea, or Apollonia (if 
thou rather chufe) could not certainly 
Jhave wiflied for a happier difpofition in 
her future fcholar. 

PEREGRINE. . 

After having in this manner dreamed 
through the greater part of the day and 
night, I at length fell into a delicious 
languor under a clufter of laurels in the 
midfl of the grove j on awaking from 
which, I found the anfwer of the daugh- 
ter of ApoUonius lying on my breaft. 
Not having named myfelf in my letter, 
and being fcarcely known to one perfon 

^OL. I. H in 
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in all Caria^ how great was my allonifb« 
mcnt at perceiving the fuperfcrijjtiön : 
To Peregrinus Proteus of Parium ! It 
could only be exceeded by the tranfport 
into which I was thrown by^the con- 
tents. " My requeft was acceptable to 
" the goddefs ; and before the next day, 
" in the firft hour after midnight, I 
^' fhould not fkil to be within the gate 
•* which led to the innermoft recefs of 
*' the facred grove." 

To thee, dear Lucian« I leave the def- 
cription of what now pafled within me 
till the folemn firik hour after midnight 
came. Thou already kno weft thy man, 
as well as a fpirit of thy c4aCs is capa- 
ble of knowing him. And moreover, 
I have flill fo many and fuch curious 
matters to relate, till the moment of 
my being blown up, as thy Anonymus 
thought fit to call it, that I riiuft ftudy 
brevity as much as polTible, whenever it 

can 
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can be ufed without detriment to the 
^bjed. 

LUfclAK. 

At leaft thou mayft lay thy account in 
liaving a willing and grateful auditor 
Peregrine. So long as thou (halt enter- 
tain and infeniibly raife my attention» as 
thou haft hitherto done, I fhall never 
find thy narrative too circumftantial. 

PEREGRINE. 

After having thrice bathed in the fa- 
cred fount, that trickled from the bofom 
of a rock in the grove« and put on a 
fnow white robe that never had been 
worn before, I repaired to the appointed 
place; and, with palpitating heart, ftood 
waiting till the gate fhould open. At 
length it opened, and immediately fhut 
:again behind me; I found myfelf be- 
H 2 twcen 
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rwcffi two mjfTtle hedges, higher d 

myfelfj in a very long walk that led 

to a thicket of rofe trees, where 

moft beautiful rofes I had ever beh 

ftood in infinite multitude and end 

variety of forms upon the finely ini 

woven fhrubs» which fhot upwards 

high branches» all in full bloom ; t 

in the brightnefs of the moon, wh 

was near the fulU by the moft pleaf 

mixture of light and fhade, and 

blending of flrong rays with deep I 

dows, wrought upon my mind an aim 

fafcinating effedl. I feemed caught 

into the fphere afligned to the deity 

hesLuty and love as her peculiar aboc 

the brilliancy of the fcene around \ 

to me the reflation of her fmiles ; a 

the air I inhaled, the rofy breath of 1 

celeftial mouth. The hlifsful fentim< 

that was transfufed through all my fran 

'excluded every thought of ifear ^ I feem 

to have put off this mortal Ihell ; to 
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no longer encumbered with a body ; I 
felt myielf pure fpirit j and never till 
now, had I been conftious in fo lively 
and intimate a manner of my daemonic 
cal nature» In this ftate I was Toaming 
or rather gliding about amongft thefe en- 
chanting rofe-bufhes, when, with flow 
and folemn ftep, a reverend form drew 
towards me^ in which^ as it approached 
(whether by illufion or reality) I evei 
more and more difcovered the moft 
ftriking likencfs to the pidttire of Apol* 
ionius, and the accurate delineation 
made to me of him by the aged Menip- 
pus. It was a female, of tall and flendö 
make, and of a delicate form ; to appear*, 
ance about midway between thirty find 
forty ; of a beautiful countenance, wbifh' 
fhewed juft fo much of the feminine, as 
was requifite for making agreeable the 
gravity of her noble, but almoft manly 
features. She wore a long white flowing 
tuniCj fafliened below her bofom by a 
H 3 broad 
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broad fparkling girdle, over a vef 
celeftial blue, befpangled with filver fl 
the white llecves whereof reached 
way down her arms. Her black 1 
bound about the forehead with a w 
fkcerdotal fillet, flowed in long in 
on her (boulders, and down her back 
ftood fixt, as Ihe flowly approached 
with grace and dignity ; and> on her f 
ping fliort at the diflance of threi 
four paces, I accofted her with teve 
tial awe, and faid, that I could ha 
be miftaken, if I thought I reveres 
her, the daughter of the great Ape 
nius, and the inheretrix of his exa 
wifdom; who I myfelf was^ there 
no neccffity for declaring taone who 
algtady known me while yet unfeen, 
an utter ftranger in the country, 
returned ; ^' I Ihould not be more a 
*' nifbed, if you told me that in the 
•• night of my arrival at Halicarnai 
•'- Apollonius had appeared to you 

" dre; 
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*' dr^aiBj had made you acquainted with 
" the .purport of my voyage, and di- 
•* redled you to lend your aid to the ac- 
^* complilhment of my wifhes.** — I own 
that my vanity was npt a little flattered 
by this opening ; as it certified me of 
the truth of my opinion of myfelf and 
of all my darling ideas, and I feemed 
now» with my loftieft pretenfions, to be 
ftriving after nothing but what I was au- 
thorifed, as it were, to claim as my birth« 
right. 

Theoclea hereupon conduded me out 
of the thicket of rofes into a walk that 
was planted on each fide with a row of 
lofty orange trees, and up a gently rif- 
ing hill, which led to a marble temple. 
We fat down upon a bench in the outer 
colonade ; and though (he fpake but lit- 
tle, flie had the addrefs to lead me to 
relate circumftantially the whole hiftory 
of my life. Immediately as I had finilh- 
H 4 ed 



the hill^ along a winding patl 
through the bufhcs ; and, while, ^ 
gentle preffure of the hand, Ihe a 
me that I fhould foon hear froi 
again, I unexpeöedly found myl 
the very gate through which I h; 
tercd. It opened, as before, of ; 
Theoclea was vanifhed ; the gate, a 
as I had ftepped over the threfliolc 
behind me of its own accord; 
found myfelf, in the condition of 
that awakes from a delightful drea 
the outfide of the inclofure of the 
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PEREGRINE. 

Thou wilt not find thyfelf deceived, 
if, from fach a beginning, thou expecfleft 
to hear of no ordinary matters. The 
fun had completed half his courfe, whfen, 
after taking a flight repaft, amid the 
agreeable confufion of refledtions, fur- 
mifes and vifionary profpedls which the 
adventure of the preceding night had ei-» 
ther left or excited in my mind, I fell 
into a gentle kind of flumber, from which 
I did not awake till he was already feu 
On opening my eyes, I beheld a naked 
boy before me, of nine or ten years old, 
Whofe beauty appeared to me more than 
human. He was crowned with a wreath 
of rofes, held a.ftalk of lilies in'his hand 
(which reminded me of Anacreon'3 Cu- 
pid}, and, with the charming fmile of 
innocence, gave me' a filent wink to fol- 
low him. He went before, and con- 
. duAed me along a winding way, amidft 
H 5 luxuriant 
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luxuriant fhrubs and plants to whicli 
was a perfed ftranger, tilkwe came 
an artificial pathj afcending^ in a ferp( 
tine fornij to the foot of a rock. . 
tt once we ftood at the entrance 
a high vaulted grotto^ which was 
lightened only by one folitary lamp ; i 
as we advanced in its caverns» grew lo^ 
and narrower at every ftep. My li 
guide now opened a door ; and I foi 
myfelf in a veftibule finely adorned w 
marble» through the inner apert 
whereof I faw a little table covered, 
a fpacious apartment illuminated w 
gn^t magnificence. 

Whil^ I was looking round for my 
nill^edi ((i^udor, I beheld the daugl: 
of ApoDd^lus advancing towards i 
Thou ^xt top well recommended to i 
Proteusj^ (&id fhe^ with a gentle fn 
that agreeably brightened her cour 
nwfic^ and gave an inviting grace to 

ferioufn 
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feriourncfs of her afpedl), to admit of my 
regarding thee othenvife than as a gueft 
provided me by ApoUonius* And then 
taking nie by the hand^ fhe led me to a 
gilded chair of ftate, where fhe feated me 
oppofite to her at the little table. Her 
drefs was more iimple and airy than the 
day before» but put on with a noble and 
becoming eafe ; and» with the prieftly 
fillet about her brows, flie had the ap- 
pearance of a veftal in her domeftic habit. 
The little table was fet out with tafte, 
^therefrefhments of which the rural ban* 
quet was compofed were exquifite ; and 
a young nymph,, with the modeft beauty 
of an unexpanded rofe-bud, was the only 
attendant.. While I was doing honour 
to the delicious: repaft of my bountiful 
hoftefs^iwith all the eagernefs of appetite 
to [>e expeifled of a perfon of my age, 
who had made but very flender meals for 
fevetal days, (he talked to me of my jour- 
ney, of the beauties of the city of Smyrna, 
H 6 and 
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and of the temple of Diana at Ephefus ( ^ 
and it feemed to meet her approbation» < 
that, from the pure avidity of being 
fpeedily at HalicamalTus» I had allowed 
myfeif no time for furveying this won- 
der of the world«. When the table was 
removed, flic ponred a fort of wine into 
a golden goblet, made a libation to the 
goddefs ; and« having again repleniflied 
the cup, we drank to each other the com- 
mon convivial and friendly falutations, 
in a wine that could only yield to the 
neä:ar of the gods. At length we rofe ^ 
up ; and, while the young nymph was 
ferving us with water, for wafhing our 
hands, in a golden ewer, the table va- 
niflied from my fight without my per- 
ceiving whither it went. One reflec- 
tion, which I did not make till a long 
while afterwards, was, that Theoclca, at 
this and the like marvellous events, 
which diftinguiflied her dwelling from 
the habitation of ordinary mortals, look- 
ed 
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lekaifttyais if nothing could be more 
^^fual dian thefe things^ and that (he 
^Stemed as little to obferve the flight 
^arprifc they occafioned in me. Soon 
«rfter we had arifen from table^ flie open* 
«1 a door that led to a fmall terrace, 
irhich gave a view over a part of the ex- 
tenfive wildernefs ; and farther, through 
an opening in the foreft, a profpedl to 
the fea as it Were into the immenfity of 
^pace. Here we fat upon the fragrant 
fod ; and the young nymph brought her 
a lute. Theoclea played fome foft me- 
lodious airs, and ended with a hymn to 
Venus Urania that diflblved my foul in 
facred tranfports ; I thought I heard the 
lofty ftrains of Theano, or her daughter 
Myia, finging heavenly repofe to the 
" filently liftening Pythagoras and his 
friends. After this pythagoric prepara- 
tive to the flumbers of the gods, (he 
returned the lute, conducted me into 
a fmall bed-chamber, but faintly en- 
lightened 
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lightened by the rays of the moon, 
bad been prepared on purpofe fo 
wifhed me^ with great folemnity < 
pc&, a found and falutary repoCe^ 
then retired. 

What will pef haps appear to thee 
furprizing than all this fairy tale> is 
I regarded it^ as I faid before^ wi 
aftonifhment or furprife, as fome 
that did not exceed my expedatioi 
ihortj as the mod natdiral and regular 
of occurrences that could be. A 
effed it had upon me, was^ to mak 
certain, under the fandion^ as it 
of all my fenfes, that 1 was a(5lually 
the daughter of ApoUoniu^j the in 
trix of his wifdom and his tranfcer 
myfteries. This prefuppofed, < 
every thing have happened ftill 
extraordinarily^ yet 1 ihould not^ fp 
moment, have beenaftonifhedat it. 
imagination had been familiar with c 
fpecies of the marvellous^ from my 
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lieft youth; Äiid, ^hat in the commoit 
courfe of things is billed wonderful^ was 
in my mind, pcrfcdUy natural in the fupc- 
rior fphere to which Theoclea belonged. 
Accordingly, I refighed myfelf with the 
moft ferenc complactocy to the joy I felt 
at a reception that went beyond what J 
had reafon to expeAj and lulled myfelf in 
hopes, which the god of dreams himfelf> 
with all his boundlefs power^ could ne- 
ver have exceeded. 

On my waking with the dawn of day, 
the firft objed that ftruck my eyes, was 
a remarkably fine pidure, which in a 
magnificent frame of gilt carving, en- 
tirely filled one fide of my apartment. It 
reprefented Venus and Adonis ; the for- 
mer, in that inftant, when furrounded by 
a rofy-colourcd cloud, Ihe was ftepping 
from her fwan-yoked car, upon a mount 
in the idalian foreft ; while one of the 
graces held the reins^ the two others, who^ 

with 
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with the goddefs^ formed the loveHeft 
group imaginable^ aflifted her in defcend^ 
ing from the car : the latter^ as lying at 
her feet» looking up to her with the 
warmeft expreflion of adoring love» in an 
attitude as though he would extend his 
arms towards her ; but» in the midft of 
his emotion» was reflrained by a facred 
awe. 

I attempt not to defcribe the emotion^ 
produced through my whole frame by 
this unexpeded fcene ; a pidure which 
placed before my eyes the ftate of my 
foul in fo lively a manner. Let it fuf- 
fice» that this piÄure employed me for 
feveral hours, fo much the more agree- 
ably» as I confidered it as a pledge» that I 
was now approximating the ultimate 
fcope of my .wilhes. Yet» great and cap- 
tivating as the beauty of the goddefs at 
firft appeared^ it infehfibly faded by fuch 
frequent and repeated contemplation» till 

at 



\ 
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at lad it feemed to fall far (hort of the 
Äbftrad idea I bore in my foul : not as 
tHoDgh I could really image to myfclf 
wiore beautiful forms, or, on the whole, 
^^ more perfcft pifture; but becaufe it 
"^^sz deficient in that glory wherein I con* 
<^eivcd her to be enlhrined ; that ineffable, 
divine, and celeftial radiance, fo far be- 
yond the art of colours to exprefs, — ^^or 
*^ecaufe the painted image had not the 
^ Btire effed upon me, which I expedled 
^rom axevelation of the deity herfelf. I 
^t length then turned away in diflatis- 
^adion from the pidlure which at firft I 
^duld not frequently and fteadily enough 
Krontemplate, but returned to it from 
Yime to time, by way of feeding the re- 
üedlions on what Adonis mud have felt 
while gazing on the prefent deity, fincc 
the mere coloured lineaments of the 
figure, that a painter was able to repre- 
fent of her, contained fuch numberlefs 
attractions, and breathed fuch refiftlefs 
love. 

LUCIAN. 
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LUCIAN. : 

How much, good Peregrine, does thy 
example tend to eflablilh that great truth,, 
that it is not the things themfelvesj. but 
our individually determined conceptiona 
of them, which produce on us the effed 
that we afcribe to the things themfelves» 
from the inceflant interchanges we make 
of them with our mental reprefentations*. 

FBRIGRINE. 

I was this morning to be furprifed itt 
more than one way. For, while exa- 
mining, a variety of fine pieces of work- 
manihip wherewith this apartment was. 
furniüied, I defcried, on a little iporner- 
table of carved ebony,^ an ivory caiket 
ornamented with gold, with the key of 
the fame metal remaining in the lock.^ 
Regarding this as a permiilion to open 
it, I refol ved to do fo i and, o what joy ! I 

found 
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found it to contain a roll of purple-co- 
loured parchment, written throughout in 
letters of goldj and upon it this infcrip* 
tion : ApoUonius the Tyanxan on The- 
ophanies.* Thou wilt eafily imagine, 
with what tranfports, and at the fame 
time,with how much reverence and feith 
I feized the precious treafure; and with 
what avidity I began to read it. I had 
not, however, made much progrefs, when 
Theoclea fent to acquaint me, by the 
young nymph, that fhe was prevented 
from feeing mc that morning ; but that 
I might perhaps have found fomething 
that wouldfufEciently employ my leifurc, 
concluding with the deiire, that in all 
things, I would adl jufl as if I were in 
my own houfe. Accordingly I clapped 
the parchment- roll into my bofom, and 
went with it to an arbour in the thicket 
of rofes, which flood quite near to 
Theoclea's habitation in the rock. Here 
I had not long been feated before the 

beautiful 
* Apparitions of the Deities; 
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beautiful boy, i^^'ho had beca my con- 
düäor the preceding day, appeared, and 
* fct down a gold-wire balker, containing 
» delicious breakfafl of fruits and bread, 
upon a marble table, and immediately 
difappeared from my fight, without ut- 
tering a word. I paffed the whole morn- 
ing in reading over and over again the 
manufcript I had found ; which indeed 
in the metaphorical myflical language 
in which it was couched, did not add 
much to my ftock of knowledge; but, on 
that very account, my deiire to gain 
more light from it, was fo much the 
keener. \ The noontide heats imperccp-- 
tibly dipt away, during this delightful 
employment ; and I refigned myfelf to 
a gentle flumber in which my fancy was' 
indulged with extraordinary vifions. 

The violent heat of the day being 
over, my mute attendant prefented him- 
clf again, to condud me to a marble 
bath of admirable elegance ; where, in 

the 
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profoundeft filence^ he fervcd me 
h every thing that can be wanted in 
h ; for with Theoclea ^11 arrangements 
re marked with perfcdion. The day 
ength declining, ihe let me knpw that 
• expe<5led me in the grot, where in a 

fultry feafon (he cuilomarily ^ffed 

evenings. She received me with an 
ireffion of benevolence, that gradu- 
r brightened the fedatenefs of her 
ige. The book of Apollonius on 
eophanies foon became the fubjedt of 

difcourfc ; and, on my anfwering her 
jftion, *' whether I had undcrftood all 
hat it contained ?'* with a lengthened 
, (he thence took occafion to throw as 
ch light, on what, as (he faid, muil 
eflarily be obfcure to me, as I at that 
;e was able to bean She diilinguiihed 
ophanies into two diftindl fpecies. 
e deities faid fhe, have always become 
ble to perfons, particularly favoured 

them : fometimes without any con- 
currence 
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cuiTcnce on the part of the latter» from 
the mere impulfe of their own free- 
bounty ; fometimcs, however, at the in- 
ftance of the man, and moved thereto by 
means within the reach of the theurgic 
magifm. Not as though it did not at all 
times depend on the gpds to communis 
cate thcmfelves more or lefs, or even not 
at all : but becaufe it is poflible for them 
to aft upon the very propenfions of their 
wills, and by the almighty force of love 
to compell them to a mutual return of 
love. In either cafe, however, it is impofli^ 
ble to attain to this communication other* 
wife than gradually, and by means where- 
by they themfelvcs,in the very fame pro- 
portion as we elevate ourfelves to them, 
let themfelves down to us. The moft 
fupreme and bountiful of the gods h^ve 
therefore always Ihewn themfelves in a* 
human form, and folely hereon is the ado* 
ration grounded which wie pay to their 
images, as the monuments of former 

theo-* 
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theophahies, and inafmuch as the gods 
in fome degree made this figure their 
own. Not unfrequently have thefe ima- 
ges bten made the channels of the extra« 
ordinary graces of the gods^ according 
t6the pröportiort of ftrength with which 
the foul by her ftedfaft contemplation^ 
is able to abftrad: herfelf from all other 
images and refledlions, and to render 
the invifible deity itfelf prefent and ap- 
prehenfible, in one pure thought of the 
heart alone ; and it has always been well 
to make ufe of thefe means whatever the 
confequences may be ; which indeed 
ever depend on the fovereign will of the 
deity, but certainly very much on the 
frame and temper of the fubjeft, and 
the energy of the fentiments whereby 
we mount up to them, and draw them 
down to us. 

This theory, of which I here only give 
thee a hafty (ketch, was fo much the 

moro 
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more luminous to mCj as it very veil 
agreed with my own ide^s^ and ferve4 
xne a« an authentic confirmation of them. 
Theoclea added many things beiides» that 
gave me a high notion of her. perceptions 
into the divine magifm 5 and, among the 
reft fpoke with contempt of certain me- 
thods by which numbers of pretended 
theurgi gave out that they could neceffi- 
tate the deities to appear. Indeed it is 
not to be denied, faid ftc, that there arc, 
for example, certain choice odours that 
are agreeable to them 5 for they love the 
pureft and moft perfed in every kind : 
but to think of attracting them by the 
fumes of incenfe, or charms and inointa- 
tions is a childifll foljy ; and there will 
never be any other method of attradUng 
them to - us, than that whereby we af- 
cend to them, namely, the moft ardent 
afpirations of a foul purged from every 
other appetite and padion. Perhaps 
thofe pretended theurgi had heard that 

the 



J 
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the «gods were wont to announce their 
prefence at times by celeftial odours or 
choral harmonies^ or a fuperterreftrial 
light» and had thence without founda« 
tion» drawn the conclufion that they 
might be allured to defcend by fumiga- 
tions and epodes : it is alwfys certain 
that the poetical magifm, made ufe of 
• fuch helps to the efFedling of illufory the- 
ophanies and apparitions of fpirits» and 
therefore the real theurgi abftained alto« 
gether from thcfe equivocal means. 

When fhe had left off fpcaking I in- 
treated her very earneftly, no longer to 
exclude me, if (he thought me not un- 
worthy of entering it, from the fandu- 
ary of the goddefs ; to the threfliold 
whereof fhe had probably led me, at 
our firft interview. She anfwered : that 
this temple was inacceflible to the pro- 
fane ; but to me, as was reafonable, it 
fliould be open that very night. Upon 

VOL. I. I this 
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this« flic ordered our evening repaft to 
be brought ; which, perfeäly in the py- 
thagorean ftyle, confided merely of fome 
light meats, and felecT:ed fruits : neither 
drank we any thing with it but water» 
out of cryftal beakers: but the pureft, 
the lighteft and freflieft I had ever tafted. 
Supper being over, we heard at fome - 
dillance, an extremely fofc and cheering 
mufic from inftruments and voices, with*— 
out feeing whence it came. We feated 
ourfelvcs on a bank in the thicket of^ 
rofes, and hearkened a coniiderable time 
to the harmonious choir. At length it 
became weaker and weaker, till it feemed 
entirely to die away and be loft in air. 
Hearing it no longer, Theoclea rofe up : 
It is now time, faid (he, to gratify the 
longings of thy foul! — Thou wilt fee 
the facred image of the goddefs ; and on 
her alone it depends, how much or how 
little, through this medium, (he will 
permit thee to perceive of herfelf. From 

this 



\ 
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this moment till the fifing of the- fun, 
let holy filchce fcal our lips ! 

I bowed my head in teftimony of gra- 
titude and obedience, and we proceeded 
to the temple, along the walk of orange- 
treest with flow and folemn fteps. On our 
approach, we faw between the columns 
of the portal, on the right hand, three 
young nymphs in long white robes, and 
on the left three boys of twelve years old, 
dreffed alfo in white, who waited our ar* 
rival. Theotlea fhut the outer gate, and 
we found ourfelves in a hall, facing the 
entrance to which was a golden door that 
led diredlly into the temple. On each 
fide was an appartment appropriated to 
the attiring of the perfons who were to 
enter the facred fane. Theoclea retired, 
with the three nymphs, into one of thefe, 
and made figns to me to follow the boys 
into the other. Whatever was here 
tranfafted paffed in filence. Before all 
I 2 things 
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things I waflied my face and hands. 
This done, they ftripped oflF my upper 
garment, cloathed me in a flowing gown 
of gloffy white fiik, and girded me with 
a broad c injure of fmooth golden tif« 
fue befct with the fineft pearls. Being 
thus arrayed, they condudred mc thence, 
made their obeiflance before me with 
their arms folded over their breafl:s, and 
inftantly difappeared. Prefently alfo . 
Theoclea came forth. Over a rofe-co- y 
loured veft that reached only to her an* f 
cles, (he had on a violet-purple robe, 
with long white fleeves ; her fine thick 
hair flowed in elegant diforder upon her 
fhoulders, ^nd in the front of the facer- 
dotal fillet about her temples fhone a 
ftar of cirron-coloured jewels. In this 
attire (he had herfelf almoft the look of 
a goddefs, and never yet had fhe ap« 
peared to me fo beautiful and dazzling. 
The three nymphs prefentcd themfelves 
in a kind of ample tunics of white filk, . 

with 
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with broad rofe-colourcd girdles; and 
their hair was tied up in golden bands, 
the ends of which on each fide hung 
down to the knees. All . four pafled by 

ixne with their eyes bent downwards to 
the earth. Theoclea opened the inner 
gate of the temple with a golden key, 
i entered it with her females, and fattened 
- it after them. It was not long ere the 
gate opened again ; when they all came 
forth, and flowly advanced towards me, 
each holding fomewhat in her hand they 
had brought with them out of the tem- 
ple. Theoclea placed on my brows a 
fillet fimilar to their own ; one of the 
nymphs fet a wreath of myrtle on my 
head, the fecond put a ftalk of lilies in 
my right hand, and the third a branch 
of rofcs in my left. Hereupon, the pricft- 
€fs touched each of my eyes with the 
three latter fingers of her right hand, 
made a fign to me to enter the temple, 
and clofcd the door behind me. 

I 3 LUCIAN. 
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LÜCIAN. 

Truly, a great deal of ceremony j and 
more than fufficient for bringing thefc 
myfterious rites into fufpicion ! I am 
impatient to hear how it is all to end. 

P£KEGR1M£. 

Whatever was the purport of thefc 
folemnities, thus much is certain^ that 
my heart beat evidently with redoubled 
throbs as I entered the temple, I made 
a paufe near the door, and colleded my- 
felf as well as I was able, while I lookecT 
round and admired the noble tafte dif. 
played in the internal architedure and 
decorations of the place, as far as I could 
perceive of it by the column of light 
that iflued from the femi-circular recefs 
where flood the goddefs in a lofty and 
highly burnifhed fhrine. Before her, 
fomewhat inclining to the right fide* 

knelt 
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knelt a marble Cupid, with a golden 
cenfor, fliaped like the horn of Amal- 
thca, whence iflued the moft delicious 
fragrance, with a lambent flame of un- 
common brightnefs about the fize of a 
piftachio nut, which darted a dazzling 
light upon the marble image of the god- 
defs. The figure was confiderably larger 
than any of the ftatues of Venus I had 
ever beheld, and united in my view the 
majefty of a goddefs, with a beauty, that 
at the firfl glance effaced every thing that 
could be brought into comparifon with 
it,. and left nothing more perfedl to be 
defired. An involuntary impulfe threw 
me on the ground before it ; I adored in 
it' the vifible reverberation of the fu- 
preme intelledlual beauty : and while I 
furveyed it, I felt my whole frame dif 
folve into the pureft love. But I will 
not attempt to defcribe ineffable feel- 
ings, or illufions if thou wilt; for, in 
fadt, it even was illufion when at length, 
I 4 though 
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chough only for one moment, I thoHghi 
I faw before me the goddefs herfelf in 
the full blaze of her celeftial glory. 

LUCiAN, Jmiling. 

That I could have well-nigh gueflcd. 
But what came of it all at laft ? ^ 



PEREGKINE. 

In fine, I obferved that the torch of 
Cupid, which was indifpenf^ljr n«cei^ 
fary to thefe myfteries, was extinguifti^ 
in a few moments, and I withdrew juft 
in time to find the door without the ne- 
eeffity of feeling about for it, after hav- 
ing laid afide my myrtle wreath, with thje 
rofe-branch and the ftalk of lilies. \ 
found before the door one of the J>ö]^^ 
who took off my ceremonial habit ; and I 
returned, with a new image in my foul, 
which, in a manner filled up its .whole 

capacity ; 
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capacity ; but, inftcad of being cold marj- 
ble, was animated throughout with love ; 
whicb^*— 



LUCIAN. 

— kindled the cold marble in thee 1 

PEREGRINE, after afljort paufe. 

My fituation this night, was, w^hethei* 
waking or fleeping, one continued dream 
of my adorable goddefs. One while I lay 
again in the temple proftrate at her feet; 
now I was walking by her fide through 
groves of amaranth ; then I found myfelf 
tranfported with her into the celeftial 
fphcre of undecaying beauty and immor- 
tal love ; and faw and heard unutterable 
things. This ftatc of niind would, per^ 
haps, with any other pafs for complete 
decided frenzy : but with me it W2\p fo 
well prepared for by all that paffedi w^ 
15 fo 
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fb beaotlfully' combined with my pre- 
dominant ideas, and was fo conform- 
able Co mj whole mode of exigence ; 
thatr, in al! mr life I had never felt my- 
feif fb ckearful, fo well, and fo happy. 
la ihort, my condition« with all the ex. 
rracrdinarr ft retch of my fancy^ was 
fmJar enough to that rapture in which 
rwerr fentimental and yet unenervated 
>o«rh feels himfelf during the golden 
days of his firft love, for being, in re- 
alirr the moft natural cafe in the world« 

] (pent a part of the enfuing morning 
wtthHieoclea ID the little foreft of rofes. 
She told me, that henceforward I was at 
liberty to Tifit the temple as often as I 
would» jpithout needing herprefcnce or 
w^f p^rticnkr ceremonies; to this end 
ibe wouM confign to me a peculiar 
key» that I might make free ufe of it ; 
only with this reftridion, that the tern- 
.^pte jnuft |ie»er be unlocked before the 

fetting 



J 
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fetting of the fun, and muft be locked 
again by the time of his rifing. The 
goddefs, added Ihe, is well-pleafed with 
the elevated purity of thy fentimehts, 
which aniong mortals is next to a mira* 
cle ; and I am much deceived, or thou art 
doomed to a lot, that but feldom is the 
portion of even the mod fortunate among 
the fons of the fages, though it is, not 
permitted me to fay more to thee of it» 

LUCIAN. 

Aha! I fee it coming — I thought 
how it would be from the very firft I 

PEREGRINE. 

I guefs thy thoughts: but not too 
hafty, Lucian ! Thou mayft find thyfelf 
miftaken. It is no fuch eafy matter to 
fee the drift of the people into whofc 
company I have brought thee. Have 
I 6 patience! 
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patience ! The tiagedy is haftening to its 
peripetia. 

My yefterday*s firft vifit to the tem- 
ple, and what paft within me on that 
occalion, was naturally the principal to- 
pic of difcourfe between Theoclca and 
me. She alked me if I had ever been 
at Gnidos ? and, on my anfwering in the 
negative, Then the famous Venus of 
Praxiteles, faid fhe, is only known to thee 
by name ; but probably thou haft feen 
the Venus of Alcamenes at Athens? — 
Frequently, I replied : but oh how little 
is Ihe comparable with this ! or rather 
how infinite is the difference between 
what I experienced on the fight of the 
one and the other! The former, faid 
Theoclca, infpired thee with only cold 
and calm furprize ; but this : — *' A fen- 
timent that feemed to burft my bofom ; 
that my whole foul was fcarce able to 
bear. In the former I beheld but the 

fymbol 
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fymbol of the fovcreign beauty ; in this 
I confcfTed and felt the goddefs really 
prefent." I muft however, returned fhe, 
caution thee to be on thy guard againft 
thy fancy : it often works unfeafonably 
in oppofition to the loftier infpirations, 
and pays us with ftiadows, when, but 
for its obtrufive officioufnefs, we might 
poffcfs the fubftance. While thinking 
thou felt the prefencc of the goddefs, 
perhaps it was only illufion. The furefl 
means of prcferying thee from the faf- 
cinating power of the. imagination, is 
to lay a reftraint on its adivity, that 
thou mayft refign thyfelf entirely to the 
feelings of thy heart. By this alone 
canft thou hope to render the goddefs 
propitious to thee* The heart, and not 
the imagination, is the organ fufcepti- 
ble of her communications. On pro- 
nouncing thefe words> flie left me, that 
I might have an opportunity of realiz- 
ing her lecture by my own nefleftions. 

Not 
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Not to put thy patience to too fcverc 
a trial, by relating the gradual progrcfs 
of my exalted, and probably unexampled 
paflion, I will pafs over the viiit I made 
to the temple the following night ; and 
only obferve, that the manner, in which 
the fight of the goddefs operated upon 
xny fenfes at this time, when I was de- 
termined by the advice of the daughtci 
of Apollonius, to furrendcr myfelf civ 
tirely to the feelings Ihe infpircd, — wa 
at lail fo lively that it filled me wit 
difmay, and made me diftruftful of my 
icif. In great uneafinefs I bafted awa 
from the temple, and refolved not agai 
to approach the goddefs, till I had undei 
gone the moft exaA purification, an 
purged my foul from every particle c 
fenfuality in my love, which mull b 
perfedly fpiritual and pure for being ca 
pable of the real theophany which wa 
the only aim of my wifhes. I could no 
bring myfelf to fpeak toTheoc lea concern 
: ' . inj 
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ihg this refolution, aware that I (hould 
find no words fo tenderly and ambigu- 
oufly to exprefs what had occafioned it, 
as I muft do for not exciting in her 
bread any low or unfeemly idea. In the 
mean time (he could eafily perceive that 
all was not right with me : I was reft- 
lefs, penfive, diftrafted, and ever feeking 
folitude in order to hide from her the 
condition of my mind ; not confidering 
that by thofe very means I betrayed it. 
However, ihe made as though flic per- 
ceived nothing of the matter; and, after 
the example I fet her, feduloufly avoided 
every thing that might have led to an 
explanation Thus pafled the day ; and, 
in the following night, I had aftually 
fo much felf- command, as to deny my- 
felf the fight of my darling goddefs, 
though I had more than ten times fet 
out for that purpofe, and had even once 
proceeded quite up to the outer gate. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe cruel mortifications coft me a 
flceplefs night ; my uneafincfs was ra- 
ther heightened than diminiflied,. and 
the next day I looked fo wan and hollow- 
eyed, that Theoclea could no longer re- 
finain from taking notice of it. What 
has happened to thee Proteus ? faid Ihe ; 
Whither are thy wonted chearfulnefs and 
fcrenity fled ? Whence this pallor on thy 
countenance ? this troubled fire in thine 
eyes? And why didft thou yefterday 
omit to attend the temple^ and pafs the 
whole night in roving through the walks 
and coverts of the grove ? It was fome 
time before I could find an anfwer to 
thefe queftions. At length I made an 
effort, not without great trouble and 
much hefitation, in as cautious expref- 
fions as I could feledl, at the hazard of 
being a little unintelligible, to open to 
her the conliderations that had made me 
adopt it as a duty to banifh myfelf volun- 
tarily from the tycs of the goddefs. 

Sh< 



ciecmed to regard me with looks of 
rprife; though in faft Ihe had under- 
»od me but too well. She kept filence 
: fome time. At length taking me by 
6 faand^ and, fmiling, Ihe faid : Thou 
:z little fancifqlj Proteus; and the 
ddefs is only too gracious to thee. Is 
HOC always in her free will to chufe by 
nt particular mode of inward opera« 
mAc will evince her power over thee ? 
idfaowflkmld thy fenfes alone remain 
fcnfible ta theraviihing influences of 
rprefencej when flie even caufes every 
It of inanimate nature to vibrate with 
ifsful feelings ? How canft thou believe 
It the goddefs would require any thing 
poffible or unnatural of thee ? — Is not 
5 love with which (he has infpired 
!e, her peculiar work ? Can love be 
thout defire, and defire without cx- 
cflion? The pureft love — and Venus 
:ania can excite no other — ennobles 
i refines the fenfes, elevates and tranf- 
rtSj but never annihilates them. 

Theoclea, 



l88 HISTORY OP 

Theoclea, while fhe faid this, w 
animated in her manner than I \ 
yet feen her: Ihc perhaps obfei 
my looks that I took notice of 
checked herfelf all at once. — 
tell thee, continued fhe, after t 
long paufe, in a fedater tone o 
and with a fcarcely perceptible 
fmilc, fhall I tell. thee what I t 
thy love ? It beguiles thee ! O 
thou beguiled thyfelf with a 
fantaftical love, which thon woul< 
upon thy hearty as it were, by t 
and theui^ic means, becaufe tho 
eft to mount by it to a pitch of 
tion that flatters thy proud f 
True love is too ftrongl) attach 
objeÄ, too profoundly abforbec 
for paying fo great attention t 
and for being fo cautious and fo 
.about infignificant matters. Thoi 
haps not capable of a love fo the 
difintcrcfted and pure : but, bei 
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ihc deities will not be conrec: wirh l;:1i ; 
and, though it be poßiblc, by :he:r par- 
ticolar favour, to arrain ro rha: panici- 
pation in their power which fccrns :o he 
the folc aim of thy wifiics, ycc rhere arc 
no means of compelling them to grant 
this grace againd their will. 

Theoclea, in this lad fpeech had touch- 
ed me in a very fenfible part ; for, to fay 
the truths I was very confcious of hav- 
ing come to her in the defign fhe im« 
poted to me : but, on the other hand, I 
^m ftill more feelingly confcious that the 
image of the goddefs had brtzthcd ir.'o 
me a love which I had r.'^r.^.r v^'.r^ *:/• 
perienced, a love that oc: -:. ^ : :.'./ »• '.%.* 
foul, and of which crs: I rn y."'^.\r 
felt for Callippecou!d fr^r^'^r- / \^. ".^I.td 
a gentle foretafte. Now, 3»> rrr r^rproof 
did not hit me on this fide, f anf-Acred 
her with a boldncfs that prob^biy d:d 
not difpleafc her : iot this once, if I 
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might venture Mto fay fo, (he herfelf vas 
the pcrfon that lay under a miftake, ii 
flie accufcd me of cherifliing a love thai 
was merely felf-deceit, or a hypocritica 
mafk to interefled views. I explainec 
myfelf with fo much warmth and viva 
city on this point, that Theoclea wa 
reduced to the neceflity of giving he 
words a gentler meaning» or rather o 
declaring that I had not rightly appre 
hended them. This little altercation, th 
iirft and the laft we ever had, ended a 
it ought, in a reconciliation which mad 
us better friends than ever, and intra 
duced an hilarity into this day*s conver 
fation which gave a defirable relief t( 
the uniformity of our mode of life. 

My own impatience to /ee the godde 
again, added fo much weight to the u 
monftrances which Theoclea oppofed i 
my perhaps too delicate helitations, th; 
it was with difficulty I could wait tl 

en 
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of a promenade to which ihe had 
ted me after our evening's repaft, 
jgh fhe feemed fo intent upon enter- 
ing me agreeably with her converla- 
ij that fhe had no reafon to appre^ 
d that I fhould find it tedious. The 
ht was now pretty far advanced^ whea 
took leave of me ; and I flew with, 
iged fpeed to the temple. Never had 
nightingales^ which frequented iit 
at multitudes the wood on the left hand 
the temple, flrove in fuch rivalfhip 
ittrad: my attention to their delight« 
warblings, as at this time ; but nevef 
re their efforts attended with lefs fuc- 
!• My whole foul was pre-engaged« 
edoubled my flcps, eagerly opened the 
ei of the temple, and flopped at once 
if petrified, on finding the torch of 
pid deprived of fiame, and the edifice 
dark» that even the light that entered 
t>ugh the open door, wai not fufRci«- 

€M 
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ent for difceming the ftatue of the 
defs. 

Amidft a thoufand anxieties and d 
that prefled upon mjr fpiric at this 
peded event» at length the thougb 
appermoft in my mind that the gc 
might perhaps be difpofed to put 
the teft» whether or no I was caj 
even without the afliAance of a 
meeting one of my fenfes> of cor 
ing her to be as much prefent^ as tt 
flie flood before my eyes in this i 
of marble. Yet, if fuch had bee: 
defign» at lead (he did not leave m( 
enough for making the trial. Foi 
fudden the whole temple was filled 
a radiant brightnefs, and a gentle b 
perfumed with rofeate odours. Ii 
of the image, I now beheld in a 
nous cloud, which filled the awful 
eel of the temple where it had ftooc 
goddcfsherfelf in living animated b( 
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1 a glory not to be expreffed, attended 
her graces» blooming in eternal youth, 
lb while they fported round her» hand 
hand» as if lightly tripping in a mazy 
Dce» in alternate moments veiled their 
avenly charms» and difplayed them 
fere my raviihed fight. I flood lofl: 
cxtafy and adoration» when the deity 
ith a fmile that added ftill frelh luftre 
the facred fane, darted on me a glance 
' ttleftial majefty and grace» and fud- 
auy vaniflied from my fight. 

LUCIAN. 

Friend Peregrine ! — what wouldft 
tou have me to believe ? 



PEREGRINE. 

That I tell thee nothing but what I 

LUCIAN. 
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LUCIAS. 

Saw, fajeft thou? Dreamt, tholiwoL>l< 
fay. 

FEREGRIKE. 

I affure thee, that, at this inilant^ 
no more dream than I did at that time* 

LUCIAN. 

At leaft then it was one of thofe wak- 
ing dreams, of which thou faidft before, 
that in them one fees or hears in tran- 
fient moments, what never any fenfibk 
perfon, whofc reafon and imaginatian 
are in proper equipoife, with found eye* 
and ears, ever faw or heard ? 

PBREGRINE. 

Think of it what thou canft, LuciaH* 
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« 

LUCIAN. 

er all, however, the bittereft foe to 
ufions that ever lived, even Demo- 
; and Epicurus themfelves, muft 
> that thou wafl; furnifticd with an 
ble imagination, during thy ter« 
il life! — But how long did this 
nly vifion laft ? 

PEREGRINE. 

at queflion, dear Lucian, is more 
lit' to anfwer, than thou wouldft 
• Apparitions of this kind are not 

meafured by any ordinary periods 
DC; and who that is blelTed with 
a vifion, could ever think of mea- 
5 its duration, even if it were prac- 
c ? AH that I can tell thee of it, is, 
fter it had vaniflied away, it feem- 

me to have laded only a few mo- 
r ; but that, according to my feel- 
- I. K ings, 
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ings, thefc moments to the twenty years 
I had already lived, were an eternity to a 
moment. 

LUCIAN. 

I obfiarve from ail the circumftaiices, 
that thou haft ftiU romcthing in referve, 
that fome way or other is to help me 
out of the miracle ; for, all that befell 
thee in theinchanted grove of the x won- 
derful daughter of Apollonius, I can 
etüly imagine thee to have dreamt. 

PEREGRrlNE. 

At Icaft» I (hould na( have been fa 
umnannecly as to have deta^oöd. the« 
with the relation, of fo long, a- dre^m. 
But I fceU myfclf, thai: it is time to help 
thee out of the miracle^ as thou termcft 
it^ evea though ic could bß ^iwfi- no, 

6theii)mi£e 
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ctherwile than by plunging thee into an- 
other far greater ftilL 



LÜCIAN. 

Thou wilt oblige me much : for I muft 
confcfs, that I cannot long endbre the 
ftate of mind into which thou haft con- 
jured me. 

PEREGRINE. 

Thou wilt believe me, without an oatii, 
when I tell iTiee, that after this appari- 
tion, Venus Urania had not a more zea- 
lous worlhipper nor a more ardent ad- 
mirer than myfelf in the whole wide 
world. The entire fyftem of my the- 
urgic enthuiiafm had gained additional 
fupport by this manifeft theophany, and 
in thefc few moments was fo diverted of 
fiiäion, and placed beyond all doubt, 
that I was furely now in a capacity for 
K 2 bearing 
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bearing whatever was mod wonderful 
and incredible. When the beatific vi- 
fion was over, the temple now again 
become one continued gloom, was too 
contraded for me. I ran into the open 
air, to give vent to my breaft which was 
burfting with tranfport. This night I 
was as much a dränge^ to fleep as the 
former; but the rifing fun came upon 
me by furprife, as I thought it ftill far 
off. Theoclea perceived me, as I paffed 
by her dwelling. She was already full 
dreffed, came down to me, and faid, 
flic was up thus early, on account of 
fome bufinefs fti'e had to tranfadl in 
town : but, added fhe, with vifibic marks 
of furprife, how comes it that I fee thee 
fo bride at this time of day ? I related 
to her with all the opennefs and fince- 
rity of a man,, who wants nothing more 
earneftly than to procure fome relief to 
his.fwoln heart, all that had happened 
to me in the teniple, during the preced- 
ing 
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ing night. She made me relate it to 
her more than ortce, with all its circum- 
ftances 5 till I faw that fhe was freed 
from the doubt that my fancy might 
have been the creator of this beautiful 
vifion. The force of my own convic- 
tion, at length compelled hpr into a 
firm belief; fhe rejoiced at my good 
fortune, and parted from me now, as fhe 
faid, for fome days, with fo much the 
lighter heart, as fhe might be afTured 
that I fliould fcarcely be fenftble of her. 
abfence. That, in the mean time, I 
fhould confider every thing in the whole 
inclofure of the facred grove, as under 
my unlimited command ; aJl her depen- 
dants had received her orders to obferve 
my will >yiih the fame obedience they 
flieucd to hcr's ; fhe had likewife. pro-r 
vided that there might be no deficiency 
of any thing I might want or defire, 
without any trouble on my part. Say-> 
ing thcfe words, fhe embraced me with 
K. 3 the 
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the familiarity of an old friend^ mounted 
with one of her nymphs and an atten- 
dant into a light Cdnr, drawn ^yy two 
&aw-^-white iioi^s, and i¥as (hortly be- 
yond itbe reach of my purfuing eyes. 

The difappearanoe'of the daughter of 
ApoUonms »could never have been left 
unpleafing lo me than in my t4ien tem- 
per of mind. The cxtatical, or iff thou 
witt^ the nympholepticalflate^ in which 
the apparition of the preceding night 
had thrown me^ made it neceifary for 
me to be loft to myfelf and myfMvn fen- 
&tions. Yet, why do 1 faymyfelf? fince 
my whole fetf was tranfported into that 
celeftial vifion^ and was left in the con- 
templation c^f thaft fubUme theophany, 
which ever continued to glide before me 
in aethereal fplendor. — Nothing around 
roe; nothiiig — but Theoclea's prefence 
eotfid havedifturbed me in this delightful 

rapture ü 
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rapture : for ftic would have impcrceptibljr 
led me to converfe of the ineffable feelings 
that entirely poffeflcd my frame, and how 
little would that have been which I 
could have communicated to her, in com- 
parifon of the blifs into which *myfeif 
was totally diifolved ! I repaired to the 
ftilleft and gloomicft part of the grove, 
and there -pad feveral hours ere the vi- 
Hon, ftiHüxt in my imagination, hadlofl 
fo much of its firft vivacity, by an almofl 
inaperceptibledeclineof light and colours, 
SB to allow me to return to myfelf, to 
perceive once more where I was, to afk 
myfelf, in a fort of fweet furprife, whe- 
ther it was me, whofe eyes had been bkf- 
ftd with the immediate vifionof the god- 
deii ? and to anfwer this queftion myfelf 
udth the certainty of the moft intimate 
fcnfations.« The refle<flions, that now 
fprung up within me, with uncommon 
readincli and perfpicuity, were no longer 
the ^efle^ilions of a mortal — with my 
K 4 love 
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love for Venus Urania, my döenionifing 
was already commenced. Could I ilill 
doirbt whether this love was agreeable 
to the goddefs ? She had given me the 
Ifaongeft proof of it-— had deigned to 
make herfelf vifible to me in the only 
way of apparition that my fenfes could 
bear^ in the form of fovereign female 
beauty. — Would ihe ftop fliort at this 
firft emanation of her favour? — This vi- 
fion was infallibly no moit than a pledge 
of communications yet more complete ; 
while» at each fucceflive degree, I hoped 
my own daemonic nature would more 
and more unveil — till at lad I (hould 
ftep by ftep proceed to the pure imme- 
diate contemplation of her nature, and 
the full enjoyment of all the prerogatives 
of my own. — What hopes! What pro- 
fpecfts ! What a totally different ufe I 
promifed myfelf to make of the love of 
the goddefs, than the Adonis and the 
Endymion of the poetic fable 1 I already 
1- il was 
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was flying with her in thought through 
the immenfc regions of fpace, had pene- 
trated all the nvyfteries of the pythago- 
ric numbers^ heard the harmony of the 
fpheres» and comprehended the occult 
fignifications of all the hieroglyphics of 
nature. — Nothing that a daemon can 
know was hidden from me^ nothing that 
he can do was impoflible to me. — What 
blifs ! what an anticipation of new pow- 
ers, of new far reaching acflivity, waa 
contained in rhefc deified refledtions ! Alt 
the energies of my heart ruftied into 
them at once. A fecond Prometheus, I 
already conceived the dcfign in my ca- 
pacious fancy, of renovating the human 
race and converting them into happy 
beings; all mifery vanifhed from the 
earth ; I recalled Aftraea from the (kies, 
reftored the innocence and equality of 
the golden age, and blefled it with all that 
the arts, the mufes and the graces could 
contribute to the embellifhment anddig^ 
nity of human life. 

K 5 LUCIAN,. 
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LUCIAN. 

Poor Icarus! how high thou foarc(^^' 
on thy waxen wings, and «how painf"^* 
muft have been the fall from fo tawe^^^* 
ifig a height ! 

PEREGRINE. 

Doft thou already, Lucian, anticipat-^ 
my fall ? — Quite different profpeÄs a * 
chat time fwelled my breaft ! Not ever^ 
the fmallcft doubt, not the gcntleft foun(S 
of ill-boding folicitude, not the flighteft: 
prefage of misfortune, difturbed the 
bli(ä of my inchanted foul — and, if it 
were true, that no a(5lual enjoyment com- 
pletely anfwers to what the imagination 
promifed, then was this lingle day un- 
doubtedly fhehappieft of my life* 

Meantime^ without taking notice of it, 
I bad cbttged my fituation more than 

if once. 



V 



PEREGRIN as PROTEUS. 20$ 

iCf, and found myfelf in a bower of 
e rofe-copfe, where I liad inadvcr- 
itly been numbering durmg the hot- 
\ hours of the day. Here, on roui- 
jmyfclf, I faw before me a table fpread 
th various dainties, and a cryftal flag- 
1 of wine placed in a vafe with ice, 
liout being able to guefs by whaft 
aits it had been brought. Wouldft 
^n believe it ? in fpite of all his lofty 
moniacal enthufiafm, the enchanted 
nirer of Venus Urania fell upon the 
raÄive favoury viands with all the 
edinefs of an epicure ; and, though 
re was more than fufficient for three 
derate eaters, left not fo much re- 
ining as would fill the belly of a lap- 

LUCIAN, 

This is what the leaft furprifes me of 

the fymptoms of thy raging fever. 

K 6 Though 
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Though it is generally thought that in- 
chanted perfons want neither meat nor 
drink, I am neverthelefs convinced, that 
in the amorous kind of inchantment, the 
cafe is cxadly the reverfe ; and that of 
all kinds of love, none caufes a greater 
CJtpence of animal fpirits, and therefore 
neceflarily requires a more frequent fup- 
ply, than the platonic. Perhaps, as the 
fource of prefages this day flowed fo co- 
pioufly with thee, this extraordinary vo- 
racity was alfo a leeret premonition, that 
thou mighteft be under a peculiar ne- 
ceffity of fuch a preparation for the new 
communications of the goddefs that were 
probably near at hand. 

PEREGRINE, JmiUflg. 

However that may be, I doubt not 
that Hippocrates or Galen would have 
fbund this tranfadion extremely natural. 
What, moreover, I can tell thee for cer- 
tain^ 
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tain, is, that the dilhcs were empty be- 
fore I knew a word of the matter ; and 
that the fplendid dreams of my fancy 
were very little interrupted by this ani- 
mal employment. Indeed, I have fre- 
quently fince had occafion te remark, 
that foul and body, among the clafs of 
men, of whom at that lime I was none 
of the leaft, carry on a quite peculiar 
intcrcourfe of hofpitality together. One 
while the former purfues its own affairs, 
without taking the fmalleft notice of the 
other; at another they imperceptibly 
change characflers; then they live inopen 
enmity with each other ; and then, before 
one is aware of it, they arc fuch cordial 
friends again, that there is nothing in the 
world which they are not ready to do 
or to fuffer for each other. — But par- 
don me for detaining thee with obferva- 
tions of which thou hall no need, as I 
have piomifed thee my hiftory, and in 
faÄ am approaching very faft to a cu- 
rious folution of the xnigma about which 

I have 



«0€ «HWtöRY «FF 

I 'havfc1)ecn obliged for fome time Z\ 
miie.and keep up thy curiofity. 

Whether it was merely an efFecft of 
the natural verfatility of the human foul, 
which cannot keep itfelf long in one and 
the fame tone, or whether the confider- 
able invigoration which the flow of my 
animal fpirits had lately received, con- 
tributed to it, — certain it is, that the 
halcyon repofe, which during the for. 
mer part of the day had fhone upon my 
mind, like a bright cloudlefs fky over 
the earth beneath, had imperceptibly 
withdrawn during the other half. A fc- 
cret impulfe, a reftlefs longing, that got 
new acccflions of force every hour of the 
declining day, drove me hither and thi- 
ther, and would let me remain nowhere 
long. The pidhire of the apparition 
that I had had the foregoing night arofc 
to my mind with new vivacity, and blef- 
fed my fight with freih unutterable 

charms. 
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which it glided before tne rhis inorn-* 
if!g, was gone ; I faw the goddefs in a 
löftrc .which Feemed wore to embody her 
beauty, and to add a fafcination to her 
charms, -the force %\^hcreof I had never 
as yet fo powerfully folt. The longing 
to fee her again grew always more 
ardent, always Tnore impatient-r-oft did 
my arms invoIuntari?y extend thcmfelves 
to embrace her; I fpoke with her; told 
her all that the tnoft rapturous enthu-' 
fiafm of a firft love could infpire into 
' the heart of the admirer of a goddefs ; I 
rambled over all the grove, and ever un- 
delignedly found myfelf before the gate 
of the temple; and the nearer the fun was 
to his going down, fo much the longer wad 
every minute it tarried above the horizon. 
A fecret prefentiftiem, which in reality 
was nothing elfe than the inftindivc 
dwelling on what we ardently long for, 
carlled tne from the vifit I intended again 

this 
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this night to pay the godclers in h( 
temple, in hopes of fome new and ill 
greater favour» In the firft revclatic 
of herfdf (he had only made the exp 
riment how much of her prefcnce n 
fenfes could endure; perhaps, thoug 
I^ (he will this time let me behold h 
for a longer fpace and in a milder glor 
perhaps (he will approach me, vouchfa 
me feme difcourfe, and let me hear fro 
her own ambro(ial lips, what I muft ( 
for being worthy of more immedial 
more perfeil communications«. True 
is, that of thefe communications, I cou 
only form to myfelf very obfcure, or 
fpeak more properly, no ideas at al 
but the effecfl of this obfcure prefent 
iQcnt was fo much the more powerf 
on my mind, and my whole being I 
gafping, as it were, under the inefFab 
bJifs ari(ing from the thought — of b 
iijg beloved by Venus Urania: — fo th 
indeed language begins to fail me wh< 
I attempt to defcribc, with any degree 

accurac 



P£R£GR1NUS PROTEUS. 211 

accuracy, what paffed in my heart while 
I remained in this fingular (late. 



LUCXAN. 



It 18, 1 confcfs, extremely difficult to 

fpeak of ineffable matters, and to give 

aa idea of extraordinary feelings to one 

who, his whole life long, has never felt 

any thing extraordinary. I abfolve thee 

then from the vain attempt j and fo 

much the rather, as already thou haft 

told me enough for giving me very 

plainly to fee, that with all the efforts 

thou canft make, thou wilt not be able to 

impart any perfpicuous idea of the co- 

'<^ürs of the invifible objefts thou art 

o^fcribing, to the poor blind creature 

*ou hafl before thee. 



PEREGRINE. 



1 underftand the hint ; and in the de- 
^ ^iption of what is to follow, I will be, 

if 
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if not IS perfpiciious^ at leaft as brief as ! 
podible. 

The fun had not long been fet, when 
after the ufual preliminaries, I direäcd 
my ftcjps to the temple : but though I 
had fighed vith fuch impatience for this 
moment^ yetj on entering the portal, 
and in the very aSt of putting the key 
iAto the lock, fuch a fudden tremor 
came upon me,' that I turned back and 
was obliged to pace over two or three 
times the whole length of the walk of 
oiange trees, before I could fumtmon up 
courtage ^enough to open the door and 
kt myfelf in. I found the recefies of 
the temple but feebly enlightened, with- 
<mt perceiving from whence the light 
proceeded ; the Cupid with the torch 
was no longer there, and the deep femi- 
circular fane, where the image of the 
deity ufed to ftand, was covered by a 
purple curtain. With .a throbbing heart 

iiftood 
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at this appearance — be it illufion or be 
it reality — confound all the powers of 
defcription. Overcome by an irrcfifti- 
ble impulfe, I ventured at length to ap- 
proach it with trembling awe ; a glance 
of unutterable fweetnefs feemed to invite 
my fteps ; and in tljiat very inftant when I 
could no longer command my arms, in- 
voluntarily opening, fhe extended hers 
towards me, I flew into their embrace, 
flung my eager arms about her perfon, 
felc her elaftic bofom fwelling refpon- 
fively to mine; that celeftial fire; which 
animates and cheers all nature^ darting 
from her rofeate form into my whole 
being, with a voluptuoufnefs that I could 
not fupport, daggered all my fenfes^ 
diflTolved all the ligaments of my frame, 
cxtinguifhed the light of my eyes, and 1 
loft all fentiment of myfelf^ 

LUCIAN* 
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LÜCIAN. 

Sngular hiftoryl — yet in faft the 
:oinmon in the world. How much 
fc matters depends on previous and 
Qiicant circumftances, and efpeci- 
n the difpofition and turn of the 
i.! — I muft confefs. Peregrine, 
liou waft a moft happy mortal ; and 
:hc burning of thyfelf at Harpina 
>le condition, on which fate al- 
thee to have fuch experiences, 
thou didft not purchafe them at 
)dear! If mortals are fufceptible 
:h an enjoyment as gives them the 
ion of being deified, it is that 
I- thou didft feel in thofe happy 
mts. 

PEREGRINE. 

e deification, my dear Lucian, took 
I not till the dead man, without 

knowing 
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knowing how it happened, came to life 
algain all at once on an extremely foft 
and elaftic couch — in. the anm of the 
goddefs« — But, on tbcfc myfteries (tc 
adopt the' phrafe of the high pricftEfi 
Theoclea) facred filence: feals; my lips 
All that. I owe thtÄ, is, I think, not tc 
keep th«e any longer in fufpence coiii 
cefning who this terreftrial Venus Ura 
nia was, that at fo great arm expenceio 
wonderftil contrivanges^. aimL theurgica 
preparations, condefcended: to raakea! 
Adonis of the infigmficaiit fbn of a.citi 
Zßn of Barium. Thou muft,.dQiibtiefs 
have already . difcoveiÄd, thEt: thy: fiif- 
picion fell widfe of the mark ia hgte- 
ing cm the reverend: daughter of Apol* 
lonius. Had the prieftefs and the god« 
defs been one and the fame perfon, the 
impofture muft have been detefted as 
well at the fir ft theophany, when fte 
appeared with her gracea in the clöu4 
aainow^ whjöa hen ftatuc became untf»- 

peftedly 
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gcäedly animated to me, and therefore 
Ac could not have employed this ard« 
See to my fafcination. For, notwith* 
A^flding that Theoclea, allowing for the 
Slant of youth, might be termed a fine 
Wmanj yet (he waa not at all like the 
Aacue: whereas the fimilarity between 
jitt image and the goddefs that I faw in 
the. cloud, and eipbraced in the fane of 
tfcc temple, was fo complete throughout, 
iicwery part, the very (hape and features, 
^m. life alone made alt the difference 
Ittween them* 

Kßowthen, that the facred grove. The« 
orlfsa's abode in the rock, the gardens 
tbouft it, and the temple of Venus Ura- 
nia, — compofed a part of a large eftate, 
which, together with feveral confiderable 
Uods in Ionia, Caria, Lycia> and on the 
iftk of Rhodes, was the property of a< ro* 
ffiw lady who had her:e deteriAined to en- 
joy»^ in the ceatre of her poflcilions,. aj:t4 

in 
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in the moft pcrfedt independency, the re* 
mains of her youth, and the wealth which 
a crazy old fellow, her huiband, had left 
her, according to her own romantic, but 
as thou wilt agree, not ill imagined plan. 
Her name was Mamilia Quintilla; and, 
in the days of a Caligula, Claudius or 
Nero^ would have found it as eafy to raifc 
herlelf, by her extraordinary beauty, to 
the rank of the Poppaeas and the Mcf- 
falinas, as flie did under the reign of 
Hadrian to make herfelf in a few years, 
by the facrifice of her blooming beauty, 
the heirefs of an oldroman patrician, 
who, by trafHc, good fortune, and farm* 
ing of the public revenue of whole pro 
vinces in Afia, got together an immen/ 
eftate. 

If the dame Mamilia Quintilla 
fembled the forementioned cmpref 
befides in beauty, in ftill another qual 
which rendered their fame with pc 
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ritjr more than equivocal; at lead» it 
cannot be deniedj that (he difcovered as 
ezquifite a tafte in the manner (he chofe 
to gratify her darling paflion, and as 
much delicacy in the choice of the ob- 
jcös (he wanted to that purpofe, that it 
would not be doing her juftice to place 
her in the fame line with the notorious 
Auguftas and other roman ladies of that 
numerous clafs. Her imagination, like 
mine, had in her early infancy taken a 
turn to poetic flights ; and, as fhe was 
probably often compared, by the para- 
fites of her old Tithon, to the cyprian 
goddefs, it might very naturally come 
into her head, while yet in her twen- 
tieth year, in the fullnefs of life and 
beauty, feeing herfelf free and wealthy 
enough for giving the reins to her ap- 
petites and fancies, to arrogate to herfelf 
fome of the prerogatives of that deity, 
and to bring thofe joys which Ihe was 
alike fitted and difpofed to give and to 
VOL. I. T receive. 
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receive, as near to a cert in ideal per- 
feÄion as it is poffible for a mortal to 
do. In this view, Ihe had laid out her 
villa in fuch a profufion of magnificence 
as to change it really into an inchanted 
palace, and the ample inclofure round 
it into a fecond Daphne, and new pa- 
phian groves. The fuperb ftrucflures 
whereof the villa confided, were filled 
with a multitude of boys from eight to 
twelve years old, of furprizing beauty, 
and of charming girls, from twelve to 
fixteen years of age, whom fhe had 
caufed to be purcbafed and brought hi- 
ther from all the provinces of the roman 
empire, with the moll exquifite felcc- 
tion. No prince could boafl: of having 
in his fervice finer inftruments and 
voices, more perfeft dancers, better 
cooks, and more (kilful artifts of every 
fpecies that could contribute to luxury 
and pleafure, than the fair Mamilia; 
and Ihe knew fo well how to make ufe 

of 
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of the latter that her palace and her 
gardens were like fo many artificial 
fcenes in which all was adapted and pre« 
pared for every dramatical reprefentation, 
every pantomimical change that could 
be ncceflary to her purpofe. And, as we 
fee from time to time, fome favourites of 
Fortune, to whofe benefit all events 
feem happening in concert : fo it muft 
be allowed that this roman lady, whofe 
imagination was turned to fuch a roman- 
tic plah of enjoying life, had happened 
to light on the only grecian female who 
was framed and fitted to be an affiftant to 
her in the execution of her delicate and 
fingular ideas. 

However, I will not anticipate my- 
fclf any longer by too particular an ex- 
planation, which will come early enough 
in its proper place. In the moments 
where the narrative of my adventure has 
been Handing flill^ I was infinitely re- 
L 2 mote 



222 HISTORY OF 

mote from the flighted fufpicion, that 
in all the extraordinary fituations and 
circumftances I had been in, I was only 
the play-thing of a fantaftical voluptuous 
young roman lady, and an elderly greek 
adrefs. Any other, not quire fo inex- 
perienced in the affairs of ihc goddefs 
of Cytherea, would have been fully en- 
lightened at once by this cataftropheof 
the amorous farce : whereas, the -very 
ciicumftance that would have opened 
the eyes of any other, lifted me to the 
fummit of illufion. To be fo happy as 
I had been in the arms of the beautiful 
Mamilia, could according to my percep- 
tions proceed only from the goddefs of 
love ; and any one but a demigod muft 
have funk and perifticd in fuch a torrent 
pf blifs. Indeed the artful roman dame 
had recourfe to every thing that could 
prevent me from coming to myfelf for a 
fingle inftant,out of this fafcination of my 
fenfes ; and the facility with which fhe faw 
all her fchemes fucceedj appeared to her 

fome- 
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fbmething fo new, that at length (with- 
out any artifices on my fide) (he was 
tempted herfelf to hold me for fome- 
vrhat more than a mortal. 

Meantime, as even the gods find it 
ncccffary to feed the inextinguifliable 
flame of their immortal youth, from time 
to time, with frcfh fupplies of nedtar 
and ambrofia, there fuddenly appeared, 
probably on fome fecrct fign being giv- 
en, the fame three lovely girls who had 
reprefented the graces in the firft theo- 
phany, offering us refrefhments on golden 
falvers, and in elegant vafes of polifhed 
cryftal, fuch as might keep alive in the 
imagination of a citizen of Parium, who 
had been brought up in great frugality, 
the conceit that he was tranfported into 
the abode of the goddef:^ of love. The 
graces, having performed this olfice, left 
us together once more alone, and — in 
fiiort, friend Lucian, on awaking from a 
L ji gentle 
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gentle fleep, the day appeared, the god- 
iicCs was vanilhed, and I found myfelf, 
without knowing how, encompaffed by 
a fwarm of little Cupids, in a pellucid 
bath, which probably had acquired its 
ambrofial fragrance by the communica- 
tion of a few drops of oil of rofes, of 
which there was here no fcarcity ; that 
in this fcene likewife nothing might be 
wanting for joining with fo many other 
circumftances to keep my fenfes in a 
ftate of uninterrupted intoxication. 

LUCIAN. 

Truly the Circe, into whofe clutches 
thou hadll fallen, feems to have had an 
eye to every particular. 

PEREGRINE. 

After I had quitted the bath, and had 
dreffed myfelf in a fmall adjoining apart- 
ment, from head to foot in a very fplen- 

did 
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did garment, a door prefently opened, 
and I found myfclf in a fpacious par- 
terre, where Flora had aflenibled her moft 
beautiful offspring for augmenting the 
pleafures of the goddefs of love. A 
number of little female loves, roving in 
clufters among the flowers, ran up to me 
with wreaths and nofegays, and tripping 
before me, in a thoufand lovely groups, 
led me through a little wood of ever- 
blooming citrons, to a gently riling hill, 
where a pavilion of phrygian marble 
formed the centre of a magnificent dou- 
ble colonnade, furrounding a fpacious 
circular court, in the midft whereof a 
noble fountain, adorned with ftatues of 
fliining minerals, devolved its limpid 
ftream into a capacious bafon of jafper. 
I followed my little guides in a ftate of 
tranfport, which it will be more eafy for 
thee to imagine than for me to defcribc. 
Never in my life did I feel myfclf fo 
light and alert ; it feemed to me as if 
1 favv with (harper eyes, and heard with 
L 4 nicer 
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nicer ears ; or rather as if I now firfl be* 
gan to live, and as if at every moment a 
new fenfe, a new fourcc of fpiritual per- 
ception was opened within me. 

LUCIAN. 

A very natural confec^uence of the im- 
mediate communications of the goddefs 
of love with a noviciate in her myfte- 
ries, of twenty years of age j who ail his 
life long, and chiefly by the good offices 
of a daughter of Apollonius, had been 
preparing to be deceived in fo agreeable 
a manner with the reality itfelf. 

PEREGRINE. 

In the front of the edifice, between the 
two grand arches which formed the co- 
lonadeon both fides, rofe a pavilion of 
Phrygian marble ; from the wide open 
gate of whieI\two choirs of young nymphs 
came finging and dancing to mect^me, 

who 



who bade mr wrWornr to toi«; pnl-if r, as 
my fiitfirc ftboMc, anri cxtoll'^J ihr h«}>. 
pincf.s of tlir new Adonis. 'Miry with- 
drew aj/ain from my Hj/hr, and whole 
fwarin«; of n* v/ Jovr <; anfl /rj/hyr«j ramc 
tripping hy n.r on rvcry hd/-, to ron- 
dudt fT»r about thr fplrndid rnarhlc hall» 
and elegant aparftnent« of my new 
abode; which I found fdled with a pro- 
fusion of whatever the arts in the train 
of vohiplnourncf«! rould invent to the 
grati/iration of the moft delirate tafle, 
the moft liixiirioiM fanry, a»id the rnoft 
capririoiM fenfinlity. lint neither all 
thin, nor the nurohr r=; of h^^anriftjj paint- 
ing«, flatne«;, anrl hiifls with which the 
gallery was d^contcd, f ould obtain from 
mc any more than a tranfient regard : 
my eyes v/erc folcly etnphiyed in hioking 
every where for the goddcfi j and they 
fought for her in vain. 'I he mofl foJi* 
tary thicket, the gloorniefl tavern, where 
I might immolefledly rcfign myftlf to 
L 5 the 
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the contemplation of her form that was 
ever prefenting itfelf to my foul, and to 
the fwcet recolledlions, which gave room 
to no other fentiments, had a thoufand 
times more charms for me than all thefe 
gorgeous decorations. I ran therefore 
again into the garden, threw myfelf upon 
the brink of a fountain which played from 
the urn of a marble nymph, under a thick 
embowering arch of lofty tree3 and odo- 
riferous fhrubs, where I became abforb- 
ed in the fentiment of my felicity ; and 
fell into a fort of extafy, in which per- 
haps all other wants would have been 
forgotten, had not the fmiling female 
loves, who were appointed to attend on 
nie, brought me to myfelf at the ufual 
time, and led me to a table, provided 
for me uiider an arched bower. While, 
by the fovereign art of Comus, I fatis- 
fied my raging appetite, the fofteft notes 
of mufic cheared my fpirits, nor could 
my ear difcover whence they came; 

always 
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always imperceptibly retiring to farther 
diftances« and continuing long after the 
table and the loves had vanilhed away. At 
length a voluptuous languor came upon 
me; and I flumbered out the hotteft pe- 
riod of the day amidft the moft fprightly 
dreams that probably any lover coming 
froni the firft embraces of his goddefs, 
ever dreamt. I waked again about the 
time when the fun had nearly completed 
the fixth part of his diurnal courfe, and 
haftened on the wings of fpeed and im- 
patience, the prerogative of uncorrupted 
youth, to feek my adored goddefs till 
flie would allow herfelf to be found. 
A pleafant maeandering walk led me un- 
cxpedtedly by a gentle declivity into a 
charming vale furrounded by rocks over- 
grown with bulhes, — 

LÜCIAN- 

—the defcription of which I ftiall 
readily difpenfe with, however romantic 
doubtlefs it would be. 
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Ls this rhoü doft mc a great pleafure^ 
L^zbui; for, in fact, of all its romantic 
bca-rtiM I beheld ruft fo much as amounts 
zo rochir.g ; as quite another objeA had 
pcfr5o3 of my eyes, and had I been 
Esf^er cf as many as Argus, that alone 
^cjili at once have attracted and em- 
pirjed :hem all. In a wall of the rock 
that rendered this delightful valley in- 
acce:5blc on every fide excepting that by 
«hich I entered, the fame art which had 
produced fo many wonders in this place, 
had practifed a high and fpacious grotto, 
and excavated in this^ grotto a bath as 
beautiful, private, and inviting, as any 
goddefs could defire for her recreation 
in the glowing heats of fummer. Wan- 
dering in a thicket of rofes and myr- 
tles that furrounded the grotto, I was 
come near enough to hear a flight Iplafh- 
ing in the water, which raifcd my cu- 

riofity 
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riofity to pry into the caiife of it ; and 
—who but my goddefs? in the very 
fame ftate in which another goddefs, on 
being furprifed, fo cruelly treated a mor- 
tal lefs favoured, the unhappy Aöaeon. 
Though, according to all appearance, I 
had no fuch misfortune to dread, yet re- 
verence and tranfport kept me fo in- 
chained at this unexpeded rencounter, 
that I fcarcely dared venture to breathe- 
but fortunately, the hedge was fo thick as 
to admit of my feeing without being feen. 

LUCIAN. 

One would think, that, from the ftatue 
which had fo great a refemblance with the 
goddefs, thine eyes muft have been al- 
ready well acquainted with her form.— 

PEREGRINE. 

Acquainted ? Yes, but oh what quite 
other eyes had the laft night given me ! 

What 



231 BISTORT OP 

What a difference ! Not lefs than as if 
a man (hould perufe a book with the 
charaäers whereof he was unacquainted, 
or if he underftood the language and 
marks in which it was written. 

LUCIAK. 

Thou art in the right. Peregrine ! I 
had not thought of that ; and yet in re- 
ality it makes a great difference even to 
fuch cold fpedators of beauty as myfelf, 
and others of my (lamp. 

PEREGRIKE. 

Beiides, a great many little circum- 
ftances concurred to fet the beauty of 
the goddefs in a light wherein I had ne- 
ver yet beheld it. The graces, whom I 
had always feen employed about her in 
alternate groups, were drelFed ; in a very 
airy and nymphical manner indeed^ but 

fuf. 
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icntly for making with all their 
ns, a kind of (hade for elevating the 
unveiled beauties of the goddefs ; 
moreover, the time of this new 
>hany was fo artfully chofen, that a 
tattered fun-beams fell between the 
of the rocks exadlly into the oppo- 
;rotto, and thus caft a glory on the 
ng goddefs, which mull have com- 
d my infatuation, if any thing far- 
had been requifite to its comple- 



LUCIAN. 

lou thinkeft then that this bathing- 
I likewife was contrived on purpofe? 

PEREGRINE. 

ithout doubt ; for I had always 
igh I did not attend to it at the time) 
>r another oi the vifiblc or invifi- 

ble 
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ble loves with me, or over me, or be- 
hind 'me, performing the office of a fpy 
upon all my motions ; and, by means of 
this precaution, Quintilla could exadlly 
tell about what time, in the walk pointed 
' out to me by one of them, I Ihould be 
arrived at no great diftancc from the 
grotto. 

The goddefs was fooner weary of her 
part, than her fpedtator was of his. She 
left the bath, by my reckoning yery 
foon ; and, after fhe was dreffed by her 
nymphs, all the little foreft, upon a fign 
being given, was fuddenly filled with 
animation, and an innumerable troop of 
young nymphs and female loves hafted 
thither to attend her on her return. I re« 
tired as quickly as I could, and, on my go- 
ing back fcrtne time after, from another 
fide, towards the pavilion, a little temple 
in the midft of an umbrageous myrtle 
ihicket, met my eyes, before the half- 
open 
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open door whereof a Cupid flood with 
his fore finger upon his lips. He wink- 
ed to me, puihed open the door, locked 
it after me ; and I found myfelf in a mo-, 
ment at the feet of the goddefs ; who, in 
a reclining attitude on a fopha, in the 
form of a throne, feemed to await my 
coming. Voluptuoufnefs herfelf had 
furniihed this apartment as the fcene of 
her triumph, and lighted it with a fafci- 
nating ruddy light, the fource whereof 
was utterly concealed ; and it would have 
coft a Paufanias feveral leaves in def- 
cribing all the miracles of art with which 
it was adorned. But be not afraid, Lu* 
cian ; though the whole muft have had a 
furprifing effedl, even on a hafty view, 
yet I did not take fo much -notice of the 
feveral parts as to enable me to render 
this efFedt comprehenfible to thee; for 
here alfo I only beheld the goddefs. 

The 
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The- initiation into her myfteries that 
was begun the preceding night, was 
completed in this ; but as the conftraint 
put upon her by the charader fhe had 
affumed, became at length too trouble- 
fome for her to fuftain, the Venus Ura- 
nia imperceptibly changed into the gay 
Mamilia Quintilla : and though, in the 
delicious trance wherein flie had been 
able to keep her Adonis, the very abun- 
dance of her tokens of favvour made it 
neceflary to prolong the deception ; yet 
the moment at laft arrived, when the 
prefence of the graces was no lefs dc- 
firable than neceflary. They made their 
entrance as yefterday ; but, on their 
appearance, alas, the charm was dif- 
folved which had fo long and fo fingu- 
larly captivated my reafon. A certain 
fneering fmile that betrayed itfelf in the 
eyes and lips of her who prefented me 
with the goblet of nedlar gave me the 
firft alarm ; I confidered her with a dif- 

truftful 
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truftful attention, then with con^fterna- 
tion turned my eyes towards the god- 
defs, and I thought — o heaven, what a 
transformation ! — I thought I difcover- 
ed only a Cypaffis in the Grace, and in 
the pretended Venus Urania nothing but 
a very earthly Lais or Phryae. — The 
fudden revolution that paffed within me 
on making this refledlion, was too ftrik- 
ing to remain unnoticed by fuch an adept 
as Mamilia ; but without exhibiting the 
leaft intimation of dillike at it, (he faid 
to me with a fmile of ineffable fweet- 
nefs : Thou art in want of repofe, my 
love! — and, darting a look at her fe- 
male attendants, (he covered herfelf in a 
large flowing veil that lay near.her, and 
difappeared, with them, from my fight. 

Much as I might be in want of reft, 
(according to the judgment of the beau* 
tiful Mamilia), yet, in the condition 
wherein my fudden, though in fad: very 

natural. 
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natural, difenchantment, had thrown me, 
reft, for this night, was not to be thought 
, of. The fall of a Phaeton, in whatever 
colours a poet might pleafe to difplay it, 
would give but a faint idea of the fall of 
my giddy intelleft, from the towering 
heights of its celeftial hopes and prof- 
pedts, when the magical cloud was at 
once difpelled from my eyes. No de- 
fcription can come up to the fhame and 
difgrace of the deluded daemon, and the 
abhorrence in which he held himfelf, on 
being made the hero of a ludicrous talc, 
and the toy of a couple of wantons who 
had leagued together to make their fport 
of his innocence and fincerity. 

As, from my inexperience, I was ftill 
to this moment ignorant, how much 
<l\aro the vivacity of my fpirits fome 
dajs a^i•<) had lud in my inchantment, 
and now what pait the evaporation of 
thtm h^d in diliblving the charm: fo it 

was 
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was hardly poflible but that a man of 
my ilrong imagination (hould run from 
one extreme into the other. I now at 
once vilified beyond all bounds both 
myfelf and the objedls to which my 
fauiGy and my heart had ignorantly at- 
tributed an ideal perfe<n:ion. 1 ran over 
in my mind all that had been pafling 
with me for eight days before, with 
every the fmalleft circumftance relating 
to it, and I found myfelf unable to com- 
prehend how it was poflible that I had 
not been fooner aware of the artifice, 
made ufe of by Theoclea and the pre- 
tended goddefs, for entangling me in 
their fnares. The depreffion of mind 
into which thefe reflexions caft me, ren- 
dered the fcene of my undeification in- 
fupportable to me. 1 flew to the remot- 
eft part of the foreft which furrounded 
the garden, threw myfelf down at the 
foot of a tree, and had already paft: fome 

hours 
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kocn in this ftatc of mifid fo very dif- 
fers: from my former blifs, when an 
appciraacc «hich I leaft cxped:ed, put a 
ftop :o rhc courfc of my fad medications. 

Ir was the daughter of Apollonius her- 
fclf ; who, with the eafc and unconcern 
of a perfcn who had no reproaches to 
fear becaufc flie had merited none, came 
up a:^d accofted me. How? faid Ihc, 
w::h a !ook of feigned aftonifhment, how 
is :r, Proteus, that I find thee here?— 
Wo'^Id thou hadft never found me ! an- 
fwered I, turning away my face from her, 
and deeply lighing. — Is it poflible, re- 
turned ihe with a fmile of raillery, that 
Proteus, after all that has pad with him 
fince our parting, can be capable of fo 
ungrateful a wifti ! — " Ungrateful!— 
•* and canft thou, after the bafe deceit 
" thou haft put upon me, exped: grati- 
.•* tude at my hands ?** — Surprifing man ! 
If thou calleft that deceit, where is the 
king who would not efteem himfelf hap- 

py 
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pjr to be fo deceived ? Thou art utterly 
incomprehenfible to me, Proteus — 
^' And thou, Theoclea, or however elfe 
thou mayeft be called — for why may not 
•vcn thy name, like every thing elfe of 
:hcc, be falfe? — canft thou be fliame- 
!cfs enough to deny, that the Venus into 
whofe arms thou enfnaredfl: me, is an ar- 
rant — '* Theoclea did not allow me to 
Bnilh what I myfelf was unable to utter : 
rhou art in a mood, interrupted fhe, 
mrhich feems not to let thee feel what 
becomes thee to fay or me to hear ; — 
ind, with thefe words, fhe marched away 
in her ufual majeftic gait, leaving me in 
I ftate of confufion and diflatisfadlion 
Brith my own feelings, which I could 
aot account for to myfelf. Let it fuf- 
fice, it foon appeared that my difplea- 
fure could not long hold out againft this 
myfterious woman. The aflurance with 
which flie prefented herfelf to me, her 
very looks, the dignity with which Ihe 

checked 
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checked the fallies of my fplecn, every 
thing in her awed me into an involun- 
tary reverence, — and, on her retiring, all 
the marvellous and captivating impref' 
fions which fhe had made upon me from 
our firft acquaintance, refumed their 
wonted force. In Ihort, (he impercep- 
tibly regained her former empire ; and 
fcarcely had my eyes loft fight of her, 
than, moved by a fudden impulfe of re- 
morfe at my unfeemly behaviour, I ftart- 
ed up, and fet off to follow her ; indeed 
not without fome inward ftruggles, but 
as if impelled by a fuperior energy. 

It was a confiderable while before 1 
came again in fight of her. She was 
feated with a piece of needle-work ot^ 
her lap, in an arbour of the myrtl^ 
grove ; and feemed not to obferve that % 
was advancing towards her. Afterwallc^ 
ing for fome time backwards and for-^ 
wards, in great perplexity of thought^ 

aboul^ 



jm 
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tbout the arbour where (he was fitting, 
during which Ihe deigned not once to 
caft a look upon me, I could no longer 
refrain from entering the arbour, and 
iilently to feat myfelf over againft her. 
She ftill appeared to take no notice of 
.my being there ; and this dumb fcene 
laded till I gave an involuntary figh. 
Was not that a figh, Proteus ? faid flie 
in a tone of raillery : thou art indeed 
very much to be pitied for being fo un- 
fortunate as to meet with people who 
take the pains to change, againft thy 
will, thy chimerical happinefs into a 
real one, that far exceeds any thou haft 
ever been able to imagine! — I believe 
indeed, faid I, that I Ihould find myfelf 
Very happy, if I could^but think as thou 
feemeft defirous that I fliould. — Doft 
thou think fo ? returned Ihe, with a little 
ivrinkling up of her nofe. But, continued 
Theoclea in the ferious air to which I 
:was accuftomed^ at the fame time rifing 
VOL. I. M up 
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up and going towards the pavilion, we 
are not now difpofed to difcourfe on fo 
tender a fubjc(5l. The lady of this place, 
of whofe condition and means thou 
mayft form a juft idea from all that thou 
feeft, is called to Miletum on fome un- 
forefeen bufi nefs, and has committed to 
me, during her abfence, the care of pro- 
viding for thy amufement as well as I can. 
If thou haft no objedion we will pafs the 
time till the table is prepared in feeing 
the moft remarkable objedls in the villa. 
Having faid this, flie took me by the 
hand, led me into the gallery, which I 
had before only tranfiently furveyed, and 
pointed out to me the various works of 
art, which opulence and tafte had here 
accumulated ; in doing which Ihedifplay«* 
ed fo much judgment in this department, 
and fhewed on every occafion that offer- 
ed fo much knowledge of the world and 
fuch an exteniive acquaintance with all 
the perfons of note, during the reign^ 

of 
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Trajan and Hadrian^ that the admiration 
with which (he infpired mc rofe every 
minute higher« fo as totally to obviate all 
the complaints I had to bring againft her. 
In Ihortj Theoclca was fo fertile in the 
invention of agreeable diflipation« fo in- 
exhauftible in converfation whenever 
we were alone« and fo attentive to fill 
up every vacant interval, with mufic, 
dancing, pantomimes, or the other enter- 
tainments which were here provided for 
Mamilia's pleafure, that the three days 
in which the lady of the houfe was ab* 
fcnt; were no longer to me than fo many 
hours. The clouds that obfcured my 
mind were now difpelled ; my imagi- 
nation brightened ; the thoufands of va- 
rioufly inchanting impreffions, which na- 
ture and art on all fides made upon my 
fcnfes^ imperceptibly gained theafcen- 
dant ; and ere the fecond day was fully 
paft, I found myfelf as bri(k and lively 
as before : with this fole diiferencei that 
M 2 the 
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the cclcflial night I paflfed with the Venus 
Mamilia« had called into adlivity a fenfe^ 
the private demands whereof had been fo 
long unintelligible to me^ that was not 
eafily fatisfied« and now got the influ« 
cnce and fuperiority which had hereto- 
fore been poffeffed by my fancy* — Why 
ihould I not avow to thee^ now that I am 
onceatconfefljon^ all my aberrations and 
all my follies ? Two days abfcnce, the rc- 
pofe of a folitary nighty and the luxuri- 
ous profufion of a roman table» had res- 
tored to the lovely Mamilia her entire 
divinity in my imagination; I longed for 
her return : but (he was abfent» and the 
daughter of Apollonius was prefent. Her 
former facerdotal folemnity was difisiiff- 
ed with the fillet about her brows ; ihe 
had now refumed her natural vivBcitjri 
and, as (he had unfolded all the chaims 
of her mind before me, (he feemed no 
longer intent upon making any fecret of 
the charms of ber perfbu Never per« 

haps 
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haps had the graces been more bounti- 
ful to a female than to her ; and fcarcely 
ever waa:anjf lone cquiii to h« in thciart 
of fettiog the grfti ofi nature vtitk proii^ 
priety in the moft adhrantageous ligii^ 
and what the teeth of, time had fboieJi 
what impaired» in the moft advantageoufi 
fhade. In 'fhort, though flic muft have 
fubt rafted, at leaft, the half ».of her years 
for perfonating the goddds of youth, yit 
fhe had ftill what was more than necef^ 
fary for compenfating a neophyte' like 
me for the abfcnce of the goddefs Ma^ 
miiia, either in the dim light of the rofjr 
ixower, or in the little temple of filen^«. 

LUCIAN. 

And probably (he made no more diffi- 
culty than the neophyte in committing 
this infidelity to his goddefs ? 

M 3 PBREORlNfi* 
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PBREGRINE. 

He thought no fidelity due from him 
caMamilia.— -But the experienced Theo* 
clea was too well acquainted with maa 
to make theconqueft he gained over her 
wifdom more difficult thair neceflary^ for 
giving a tenfold value in his eyes to 
what fhe did in his favour. Need I tell 
thee any more ? Ridiculous as it may be 
in our prefent condition to fpeak with 
a certain complacency of the toys and 
paftimes of our former childhood^ yet 
I cannot call to mind the daughter of 
Apollonius without that pleafure which 
naturally attends the recoUeAion of 
fomething beautiful or good we have en- 
joyed in its higheft perfeftion. How far 
inferior, even in this particular» was: the 
roman Mamilia to the finely orgamfed, 
the fentimental, the ingenious grecian 
dame! One, who, amply endowed with 
all. that t|ie mufes ahci.the graces could 

beftow. 
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6eftow> had been the delight and the 
idolifed favourite, for feveral years, under 
other nankesj of half the world 1 



LUCIAN. 

Thou may ft now. Peregrine, burn 
thyfelf as foon as thou wilt I Thou haft 
lived ; and, in one fingle week, at the 
villa Matnilia at Halicarnaflus, haft en- 
joyed more of life than millions of man- 
kind in the whole period of their exif- 
tcnce. 

PEREGRINE* 

Good I But ere we come to that laft 
and fovereign enjoyment of life, to my 
combuftion, thou muft yet, Lucian, hear 
a few more fcenes of my pantomime-life, 
IS Casfar Auguftus once called it, as the 
neceflkry preparative to this concluding 
ad. 

M 4 LUCIAN. 
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LUCIAN. 

For the prefcnt I am only ourious to 
fee how thou wilt free thyfelf from the 
artifices of two fuch dangerous perfons 
as thy Venus Mamilia and her prieftefs 
feem to be. 

PEKtÖKiUB. 

Though Theoclea put ofF the facerdo« 
tal mafk with the fame indifTerence as 
an aftrefs changes her drcfs, yet fhe was 
much too cunning direftly to combat 
my enthufiafm, by the magical efFeds 
whereof fhe had gained that advantage 
over me that appeared not to be indif«« 
ferent to her : ihe endeavoured only to 
give it another dire<5tionj and unobferv« 
edly to raife in my mind the fentimenc 
that there are no other goddefTes tban 
amiable women^ and no fublimer ma* 
giCj than the fafcination of their charms» 

and 
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and the inftindt chat impeilsus to them; 
and in jiiirfuancc of thisplan, (he thought 
fit to give mc» in an hour of confidence, 
the key to the whole necromantic per- 
formance of which I had unwittingly 
been the hero. 

Having difcovcrcd to me as much of 
the perfon and character of Mamilia, 
and of her own connection with thdt no-^ 
ble roman female, as was in her opinion 
ncceffary for me to know, (he told me, 
that this lady was fo well fcrved by cer- 
tain accomplices whom (he kept at Ha« 
licarnaiTus and in varidtfs* ])laces more 
remote, that even on the flr(t days of 
my arrival, (he was in po(re(lion of a 
pretty full defcription of my perfon. 
That, as her curiofity was not a little 
excited by it, (he had not only caufed 
all my fteps and actions to be nicely ob- 
ferved, but even foon found means, 
through my old fervant, an unftiipedHng 
M 5 and 
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and flow-witted Phrygian, to fifh out as 
much of my circumftances, as fhewed 
that the projedl of getting hold of mc 
one way or another, was a matter already 
fettled before the reception of my cu- 
rious letter to the divine Theoclea. This 
letter, faid Theoclea, by making the 
beautiful Roman acquainted with a cha- 
rader that Had every poflible charm of 
novelty and Angularity, raifed her ideas 
of the importance of the conqueft, which 
chance had fo unexpeftedly offered her, 
to the higheft pitch, and at the fame 
time pointed^. put the only poflible way 
in which it cottM be made. How many 
thanks were paid to the unknown pro- 
prietor wha fome hundred years before 
had confecraled to Venus Urarma a part 
of the woodlands belonging to Maniilia'3 
halicarnaflian eftate ! and what a forta- 
hate circumftance wsis it efteemed, thac 
the thought had occurred of converting 
into a fplendid marble tempk her old 

dilapidated 
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dilapidated and ruinous chapel^ and of 
bringing it into immediate contiguity 
with the main ftru6hlre of the villa, par- 
ticularly with that part of it which was 
devoted to theatrical reprefentations ! 
The plan and the execution now offered 
of themfelves; and the few days which 
thou pafledft in the facrcd grove and 
with me in my dwelling in the rock, 
were amply fufficient for getting all the 
machinery in rcadinefs which were need- 
ful to our inchanted exhibition. 

Thou comprehended now, continued 
Theoclea, how naturally it came to pafs 
that thou foundeft on 'thy breaft an an- 
fwer to thy anonymous epiftle with the 
fuperfcription. To Peregrinus Proteus 
of Parium, on thy awaking from fleep in 
the grove ; which, unknown to thee, was 
very exadtly noticed. Mamilia, who burnt 
with impatience to get a fight of the won- 
derful youth of whofe reality fhe could 
M 6 fcarcely 
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fcrew them higher ; all be unufual and 
marvellous in thy eyes, all be in con- 
cert completely to beguile thy reafon, 
and to fill thy inchanted foul with un- 
certain expedations, with new Senti- 
ments of tranfport, and an obfcure an- 
ticipation of the lofty myfteries that 
were the objcft of thy wifhes. With fo 
unfufpeding, fo inexperienced, fo fan- 
ciful a youth, little care was neceflary to 
prevent him from making a difcovery of 
the fprings and machinery by which he 
was to be caught : but thou wilt now> 
upon a retrofpeft call to mind how care- 
fully every particular was contrived to 
render fuch a detedtion impofßble to 
thee. Our nymphs and amorettes, the 
mod pliable creatures in the world, were 
feverally trained to the part ailigned to 
each. The difpofition of the place, and 
the manner wherein the gardens of the 
villa are feparated from the facred grove, 
and the hedge that fiirrounds the abode 

of 
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(bat tb^ bare traafportation into fo ro^ 
mantle a place, replete with beautiful 
objedh alone, in union w^jth the miracu* 
lous ,air which the fccne muft of itfelff 
throw oVer the mind of the young no*, 
vice, falling fo defencelefs into our 
hands, whofe own enthufiafm, and the 
magic of the natural impulfe ading ftiil 
the more forcibly upon him for his be* 
ing unconfcious of it, woujd already do 
a great deal to the furtherance of our 
projeft. But our chief dependance was 
on the firfl impreflion which the daugh- 
ter of Apollonius fhould make on thy 
mind at the firft interview ; and to thi« 
end all circumftances (as thou wilt re*- 
colled: ) were fo feleded apd combined, 
that they muft produce thedefired efFed:, 
and that none of them could fail with^ 
out depriving tiie latter of fomewhat of 
its force; All miiH be-made confenaAt 
with tiiy enthufiaftical ideas, all muft 
a{>{icAr to fobftandiate the9),viand ever 
) ' fcrew 
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fcrcw them higher; all be unufual and 
marvellous in thy eyes^ all be in con- 
cert completely to beguile thy reafon, 
and to fill thy inchanted foul with un- 
certain expedations, with new'fenti- 
ments of tranfport^ and an obfcure an- 
ticipation of the lofty myfteries that 
were the objeft of thy wifhes. With fo 
unfufpeding^ fo inexperienced, fo fan- 
ciful a youth, little care was neceflary to 
prevent him from making a difcovery of 
the fprings and machinery by which he 
was to be caught : but thou wilt now, 
upon a retrofpeft call to mind how care- 
fully every particular was contrived to 
render fuch a detedion impoflible to 
thee. Our nymphs and amorettes, the 
moft pliable creatures in the worlds were 
feverally trained to the part ailigned to 
each. The difpofition of the place, and 
the manner wherein the gardens of the 
villa are feparated from the facred grove, 
and the hedge that furrounds the abode 

of 
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'4rftherodk, prevented it from entering 

-thy mind, that fuch a villa was near; 

tahd though the back part of the temple, 

'*i<^hich to appearance refts againft a rock> 

-ri/' immediately contiguous to it^ yet 

•th is connexion was Co well concealed by 

the thick bufties and umbrageous trees, 

which furround the temple, that it is 

hardly to be difcovered without a very 

cloTc refearch ; and, as well that thou 

mighteft have no opportunity for this, 

as for promoting the good efFedl of the 

. theophany with which we intended to 

blefs thee, thou wert infornied, from the 

very .firft,. that the temple mull not be 

rvilited till after the going down of the 

:fun. The ftatue of the goddefs, made 

after the model of the beautiful Mamiliai 

had already long been there ; and any 

other, had it ^ven been that from Gni^ 

dos, would not have fuited our delign. 

Doubtlefs this defign would not have 

been effeded if it; had been ihewn 

thee 
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thee by day light and in another plac 
as the.ftatueof fonne handfonie roma 
female* But ^hen once the idea of t\ 
goddefs was blended in thy fancy wit 
ihis ftatue» and Manoilia^ even in maj 
ble^ had already at the fecond viiit J 
vehemently agitated thy mitid : we migl 
venture to let her appear to thee^ attenc 
ed by her graces» in a more animate 
form, though in clouds and in a ligl 
apparently fupernatural» and might be 1 
much the more fure that the wifhed-fc 
illufion would take place with thee^ an 
that thou thyfelf wouldil hold the ir 
toxkatioa of thy fenfes for a natur 
tS^Q: of the pretended theophany» ; 
thou in all abundance» fay the previoi 
converfations between us (which, the 
imayfl: flili perhaps remember) waft J 
€Z<^eIlently prepared for^this fcene, F( 
tfaou wilt now ciaiilf conceive» why» : 
the very time wh^n I alfiar^ thee 4 
die 0ood-pkafure of che goddefs in th 
..i-.j purit 
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purity of thy fentiments^ I made it of 
fiich confequence to convince thee, that 
It Uy in her choice, by what mode of in- 
fyinüon fiie would impart herfelf to 
thee. -^-« Artful impoftor \ cried I, though 
with an embrace which I could not re- 
filie to her charming roguiih mien, I 
ftill rccoUeft thy very words : •' Is not 
^ the love with which (he hath infpired 
•*; thee, her own work ? Can love be 
** without defirc, defire without exprcf-» ^ 
••'fion? The pureft love — and. Venus 
^ Urania can excite no other -i— ennobles 
•' and refines the fenfes, elevates and 
<• traniports /dicm, but does not deftroy 
•f them/V— Thou haft an excellent 
memory; returned Ihc, fmiling; pro- 
bably thou mayft now, fince we have 
given thee the key not only to what 
hid been determined about thee, but 
älfo to what paiTed within thee, under«* 
ftand what I meant when I Teemed to 
doubt^ " whether thou wert capable 

'' of 



\ 
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'* offo pure and entirely fubmiflive a love 
" as the goddefs required ?** — ^"And, af- 
ter all^ with all thefe deceptions^ didft 
thou not think when Nfamilia appeared 
to thee^ with her three attendants^ in the 
chiaro-ofcuro clouds of painted canvas^ 
thou faweft the goddefs of love herfelf 
with her ever-blooming graces ; and did 
not this pretended theophany render thee 
inexpreflibly happy ? — Becaufe I held it 
for theophany, interrupted I : o that you 
bad left me for ever in this fond con- 
ceit ! — Be aflured, replied Theoclea^ that 
lyould have been the cafe^ if it were not 
impoflible in the very nature of things^ to 
be any longer deceived, after experienc- 
ing the highelt degree of enjoyment of 
which the fenfes are fufceptible. But 
who that is become as happy as a mortal 
can be, would Hill complain, that he has 
not been totally transformed into a god? 
And, befides, in thofe hours when the 
goddefs was changed into Mamili» 

hadft 
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had ft thou not moments when thou felt 
thyfelf really deified ?— '' Ohl then Ma- 
•* milia was always to me the goddefs 
•* hcrfelf/*— And (hould flie not be (6 
againj in fpite of all the folutions thou 
haft lince obtained ? faid Theoclea. 

The return of the fair Roman^ which 
put an end to this curious dialogue» did 
not fail of the effedl which the daughter 
of Apollonius always expefted from her 
charms, and my ftrong difpofition to 
vifionary extravagances of one fort or 
other, and to be for ever the dupe of 
fome impofture. My fedudrefles thought 
it no longer neceflary to employ the ex- 
traordinary means, as they were no longer 
of ufe to their purpofe. They had tranf- 
ferred the fpell that before Was put upon 
my imagination^ to n\y fenfes i and doubt- 
ed not, in the uniaterrupted intoxication» 
wherein they had art enough to keep me, 
by the ever ysuiying.errjoyxnönt ofthq 
:''l moft 
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moll cxquifice pleafures, to bring me in- 
fenfibly to that pitch, that my former 
way of thinking ihould at length be as 
ridiculous to myfelf, as it was to them. 
In ihort, they hoped to mettraor^ofe 
me from a mod zealous votary and imi«- 
tator of Pythagoras and Apollonius, into 
a downright Epicurean. In the arts alfo 
that are reqiiifite to fuch an operation» 
Thepclea was a complete miftrefs, and if 
Mamilia had fliewn more, docility to her 
leflbns, (he might have flicceeded in 
keeping me, if not for a very .long time, 
yet certainly :much longer than flue did, 
in the yoluptitpub inroxicatipn, which in 
the firil days after htr return feemed to 
have abfqrbed my ^vjiok exiÄeoce in one 
Continued moment^ of blifsful eojoymcnit« 
But that ftudied moderatiOfi which ii ib 
neceiTary inicvery fpecies of animal gra« 
tification, that tirt of prevencting ftttctjr 
while yet a great way off*, of keeping i(p- 
petency alive, of cheating it in a thou« 

fand 
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farfd ways fcHT enhancing its plcafure,' of 
le^iving it, iii every enjöytncnt t ftill 
more perfeft anticipation, and to cfficc-* 
tuate allthis in fo unconftrained a man«* 
ncr and with fo much grace, that it ftall 
fcem to be nature — all ■ rhefe delicatB 
artSj wherein Theoclfea was coarfiimmate, . 
did not comport with the impetuous tem^ 
per of the fanguine Roman ; the con4 
ftraint that fhe muft have laid herfcif 
, under, for treating her Adonis as a lover 
that might be loft, was in her eyes the 
death 4)f alt pteafure, — in fliort, (he con- 
duiSbed tverfelf as if ihe had been aftually 
the goddcfs whbCt part (he was playing $ 
and her favourite muft have been JK) thing 
inEetriar to d^' ever ^youthful Apollo or 
die inexhauiftibic Sfon of 'Alcmena, for 
not being, much fooner perhaps tlaan ihe 
expefted, (aüiated, wearied,^— and brought: 
to himfelf. 

'How difagfeeable the feelings and 
conlfiderations muft have been, that fol- 
lowed 
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lowed on this fecond awakenings the 
knowledge thou haft already acquired of 
the peculiar conftrudion of my foul, 
and the extraordinary mode of repre- 
fentation that was natural to it, will ren- 
der more intelligible to thcc than any 
defcription I could, make of it. This 
conftrudion, this mode of reprefcnta- 
tion, was too eflential to me for any 
accidental revolution to alter. The ftu- 
pefadtion into which the inchanted cup 
of this Circe had caft me for fome days, 
could not be vtry lafting under any cir- 
cumftances ; Mamilia's extravagant man- 
ner of loving, only accelerated the mo^ 
ment of awaking. My firft fcntiment 
in that painful inftant was the height 
from whence I had fallen, and the abyfs 
wherein I lay. But happily it was not 
the fall of an Icarus, whofe wings, fixed 
on with wax, were melted off by the fun j 
but the fall of a platonic daemon from 
the fuperceleftial fpaces into the n^ire of 

the. 
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the groffer elements. Great as my con- 
fufion was^ yet I ilill felt that this fall 
had only degraded and defiled^ but not 
crufhedme to atoms. The fprings of 
my foul were not broken ; I could again 
fet them in play^ mount again into the 
l-cgions of pure aether to which I was 
accullomed ; and the very occurrences 
that now humiliated me, might ferve mc 
in future, as cautions againfl fimilar mif- 
takesj and enable me the more infallibly 
to attain to the ultimate aim of my moll 
devout afpirations. 

This fentiment alone, or rather the 
apprehenflon of thefe refle<flions, and 
the obfcure confcioufnefs of the powers 
and refources within me, were what 
prefer ved me in thefe moments from 
defpain But thefe refleftions were very 
far from having the afcendant at firft^ 
and a&ing upon me with all their force. 
On the contrary, I was dull, dcjeded« 

and 
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and füllen ; every thing around loft its 
charms and its luilre> and took the co* 
lour of my benighted foul ; I defpifed 
myfelf, and was bitterly inccnfed againft 
thofe who had brought me to this con- 
dition. However this intelledual fever 
was intermittent ; and I now began to 
underftand what Xenophon's Arafpes 
meant by the conflift of his two fouls; 
for I experienced it in myfelf. Like 
another Ixion, drunk with necStar, I was 
alhamed at having taken a ^theatrical 
goddefs for Venus Urania ; and yet re- 
colledled with ravifhment, the moments 
wherein this delufion made me the hap- 
pieft of mortals. In my hours of ill- 
humour I confidered the luxurious Ma- 
mllia as a fafcinating lamia ; who had 
fed and fondled me, only for fucking 
my blood ; and fhortly after, when a gob- 
let of unadulterated wine of Thafos, pre- 
fcated me by the beautiful hands of this 
Inmia^ and previoufly tailed by her vo- 
luptuous 
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hiptuous Iips> had fet my animal fpirits 
again in vibracion^ I was again weak 
enough to fee in her a terreftrial Venus, 
and to fetch from her ever willing arms, 
frcfli matter for pungent remorfe, which 
poifoned all my folitary hours. 

Notwithftanding the pains I took for 
a long time to hide this tormenting ftate 
of my mind from Mamilia and her ftiarp- 
fighted friend, yet, as thou mayft eafily 
fuppofe, it was as much labour in vain, 
as all that thcfe ladies could fay and do 
for reftoring the fafcination once diflblv- 
cd, of the former blifsful days. The 
Roman was in hopes of eftefting it by 
redoubling what (he termed her tender- 
ncfs, but (he only thus accelerated the 
contrary efFeft. The daughter of Apol- 
lonius attempted it in another way. She 
left my fenfes unattacked ; merely took 
up the charadler of the' friend and the 
counfellor ; feemed to have nothing more 

VOL. I. N at 
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nifi MÄiiiiliÄ whofe pÄlTiotl« were as Toon 
burnt out ds they wct-c lighted up, had 
fmnid A new oHjei5l for her cdpricioufi 
fiincv. She Wfti älmofl: ahvÄys äbfent, 
And häd appeared for ä long time totally 
unconcerned about me. Doubtlefs the 
quiet dielen u« contributed much to the 
im|Miiring of the charms which that m^ 
tclligcnce with Theoclea, that at bot- 
tom wa« neither love nor friehddiip, 
had originally had For me» The vacant 
hour^ nereever increaflng in which the 
dud» of ihc two fouls were renewed i 
rttul virtory at length was Inclining to 
the Hdc of the better, had not Theoclea» 
who never was wanting in abetting the 
other lule by ^ variety of military (trata- 
gcmsi found means to throw feveral 
obrtacles in the way of its total defeat» 
I looked upon myfcif with vexation and 
felf-abhorrcncei as fhut up in the ftablc 
of a fecond Circe } I role every morning 
from my foft but generally lleeplcft 

couch, 



coocb^ in the h%t rcMuUon oi mzk'w^^ 
tny efcape: and laid nr/fcU (hwu cy^ry 
night in indignation at tn/hif tor $vA 
hMr'wfi^ bad courage enough to p^jt i! in 
«ecuiion. 

Once n^hcn I ha^J ^nfcn with the ftrtt 
Muflie» of the n#orr/Jn^^ ar#d t*a* roving 
fpihtleh ami forlorn aU/Mt ?he r-trnotcft 
region of the grove that hotdtnd on 
Mamilia'f gikröcm, a f\arxu'iU^ f'rrrjal'-, 
liguff ^ppt^rtd in v;<:78r from hti^tfin 
the treei, and fetrttfid a.; if ß,c vs^dj look- 
iifg for rnc, I foon rocogni/ed in her 
wie of the pretcrrJed nyrr^j/hj who had 
waited upon •;; in Tne^x.Jea'.^ aU/de in 
the ro'.ic, Thii Have, nani<^d Myrto, 
wa* one of fhofc bcTiin ^ho carry itrii- 
fen in the^r cojr,*tr,ar.',c, a y^tntr'*l re- 
eommencJat^on to the //Sole '-vorid^ anJ 
(he accof!ed rne wüK fo rr,-.:h pJ<';a.'ar*t- 
nef* and apparent tirr.id,:/, that I r#ad 
not refoljtjon enough to coumni ti»t 
M 3 inci- 
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mc, Mamilia whofe paflions were as foon 
burnt out as they were lighted up, had 
found a new objedl for her capricious 
fancy. She was almoft always abfent, 
and had appeared for a long time totally 
unconcerned about me. Doubt lefs the 
quiet fheleft us contributed much to the 
impairing of the charms which that in* 
telligence with Theoclea, that at bot- 
tom was neither love nor friendship, 
had originally had for me. The vacant 
hours were ever increafing in which the 
duels of the two fouls were renewed ; 
and viftory at length was inclining to 
the fide of the better, had not Theoclea^ 
who never was wanting in abetting the 
other fide by a variety of military (Irata- 
gems, found means to throw feveral 
obftacles in the way of its total defeat« 
I looked upon myfelf with vexation and 
felf-abhorrence, as (hut up in the flable 
of a fecond Circe ; I rofe every morning 
from my foft but generally fleeplefs 

couch^ 
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couch, in the fixt refolution of making 
my efcape : and laid myfelf down every 
night in indignation at myfelf for not 
having had courage enough to put it in 
execution. 

Once when I had arifen with the firft 
bluflies of the morning, and was roving 
fpiritlefs and forlorn about the remoteft 
region of the grove that bordered on 
Mamilia's gardens, a charming female 
figure appeared in view from between 
the trees, and feemed as if fhe was look- 
ing for me. I foon recognized in her 
one of the pretended nymphs who had 
waited upon us in Theoclea's abode in 
the rock. This flave, named Myrto, 
was one of thofe beings who carry writ- 
ten in their countenance, a general l-e- 
commendation to the whole world ; and 
Ihe accofted me with fo much plealant- 
nefs and apparent timidity, that I had 
not refolution enough to commit the 
N 3 inci- 
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incivility of turning my back upon her, 
as I had at firft intended on perceiving 
who Ihe was. She faid ftie had long 
been feeking an opportunity to find mc 
alone, for imparting to me various, mat- 
ters which could not be indifferent to 
me ; and after having fcated ourfelves in 
a thicket where we had no need to fear 
being broke in upon by furprife, fhe be- 
gan by communicating in the clofell 
confidence a multitude of anecdotes con- 
cerning Mamilia, not very well" calcu- 
lated to mitigate the diflike I had already 
conceived in fo high a degree, for this 
new Venus Pandemos. But what the 
kind nymph had particularly at heart, 
was to lower the too favourable opinion 
which I fecmed to entertain of her mif- 
trefs Theoclea. The circumflantial hif- 
tory (he related to me of her, would car- 
ry us to too great a diflance from mine ; 
I will therefore only juft touch on the 
moft memorable particulars. 

The 
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The lady under the afTumed name ot 
Theoclea, had been for twenty years 
pafl: one of the beft known perfons of 
her clafs in Greece, Italy, and Gaul, un- 
der the various appellatives of Chelido* 
nion, Dorca«, Philinna, Anagallis and a 
number of others of the fame kind, ere 
flie made her appearance in Halicarnaf-- 
fus ai a prophetefs, and took on her 
the name of Thcoclea. A young Thef* 
falian had bought her^ while yet almoft 
a child, of a man who dealt In handfome 
girls, and kept a fipe afTortment of thii 
flippery commodity. A couple of year* 
after this an old epicurean at Athens 
took a fancy to her, on her coming be* 
fore his gate, wiih a fmall troop of itine* 
rant dancers, and vaulters, in the figure 
of a player on the flute ; he took her 
home, andfound a great pleafore in cul-«. 
tivating the various talents he perceived 
(hooting up in the maid, and inculcating 
on her mind the maxims of prudence 
N 4 and 
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and politenefs, by the obfervance of 
which (he raifed herfelf afterwards to fo 
great a fuperiority over the generality 
of the people of her clafs. After having 
pafled through a variety of other hands, 
and gone through all forts of adventures, 
ihe appeared at Antioch and Alexandria, 
under the name of Anagallis, as the hand- 
fomeft and nioft accomplifhed mime- 
dancer thai had ever been feen in Syria 
and £gypt. She produced herfelf in this 
quality at feveral times in the different 
provinces of the roman empire, and at 
length in Rome itfelf ; where fhe faw 
fome of the firft fenators and. courtiers 
among her adorers. She now no longer 
appeared publicly on the theatre; but 
lived on the income fhe drew from her 
charms and accomplifhments, with the 
prodigality of a perfon, who thought it 
in her power, wherever fhe went, to lay 
the mightieft and the wealthieft under 
tribute. In the mean time the novcUjr 

of 



PEREGRINÜS PROTEUS. ' 275 

of her figure and her youth imperceptibly 
left her to ether, the (purees of her ex- 
pence flowed daily more fparingly, and 
Ihe found herfelf at length obliged to 
have recourfe to her former profeffion, 
which flie again took up in Gallia, Sicily 
and Greece. But, no longer producing 
the fame eifedf, as (he had done in the 
brilliant period of her youth, fhe .once 
more abandoned this mode of life, chang- 
ed her name, and aflbciated herfelf to 
a band of priefts of Ifis; vagrants in Pon- 
tus, Cappadocia, and Syria; wHich trade 
fhe foon, by her inventive imagination 
and the diverfity of her talents, rendered 
very produftive. During this epocha of 
her life it was, continued the nymph, that 
(he made herfelf familiar with all the po- 
etical, magical, and theurgical myfterics 
and arts, whereby (he was enabled, fome 
time afterwards, on the difperfion of the 
aforefaid troop, by an unlucky difafter 
that befell thera, to play the myfterious 
N 5 part 
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part of a pretended daughter of the divim 
ApoUonius> and under the prote(5lion ol 
the roman lady Mamilia Quintillaj apro* 
fefled adniirer of every thing dränge and 
uncommon» to eftablifh a kind of oracu- 
lar (hrine in the facred grove of Venus 
Urania, which is an appurtenance to her 
Halicamaffian cftate. The name of in- 
heretrix of the various knowledge pof- 
fefled by the great Apollonius ; the myf- 
terious veil fhe wrapped around her; 
her Angular mode of life ; and the many 
reports (he found means to propagate 
among the people, of her prophetical 
talent ; her fecret intercourfe with the 
gods ; and the wonderful works fhe had 
wrought, foon began to operate in Ca- 
ria and the neighbouring territories, and 
gave the prophetefs good hopes of find« 
ing in the fuperflition of wealthy fools, 
frefli and fertile fource of lucre : when 
\e determination of dame Mamilia to 
ake this villa her ufual abode, gave a 

diT- 
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• litliiürefit tum to the whok affair. Theo- 
•'telcä now grew more intimate with tht 
»obleroman lady^and foon infinuated hei> 
ftlf fo far into her good graces» that they 
became the mod familiar friends :'and> 
as the pfophetefs had now no longeir any 
"fecrct in rcfervation from her new friend» 
il was refoived that flie fhould continue 
to ad the part (he had begun ; though 
with feveral alterations which feemed 
neceflary to Mamilia^s defigns. The 
myfteries of Venus Urania, to the office 
of whofe prieftefs fhe raifed hcrfelf^ 
feemed to the voluptuoua Roman to pro 
jfnife a number of entertaining ftenes, by 
which fhe hoped to diverfify the other^ 
wife too great uniformity of a country 
life, and procure food to her propenfity 
to romantic conceits and curious in-- 
trigues of gallantry. Theocica took 
care of all the needful arrangement», 
which were found neceffary to this end, 
in the buildings and gardens of the villa. 
k6 All 
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All went on according to their wifh; 
and already feveral thoughtlefs perfons 
had fallen into the fnares which were 
here every where fpread for (imple or 
rakilh youths, ere my deftiny, or — to 
give it its proper name, my folly, though 
in my own way, made me their difciple. 
It was concerted between the two fy- 
rcns, continued the tattling nymph, 
that Mamilia (hould transfer the wretches 
who fell into their claws, to her officious 
friend». as foon as her fancy to them was 
at an end. This terrible fate, if I had 
not already experienced it, was accord- 
ingly to be mine. Hereupon fhe de- 
piiäed to me the dame with the long lift 
of names, as a real forcerefs ; for that 
clfe it was not poflible, without the ufe 
of undue magical means to captivate the 
moft wary men in fo ftrange a manner, 
as that they thought they were embrac- 
ing the lovelieft of her fex, while they 
held in their arms a creature who had 

belonged 
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belonged to half the worlds and who» 
without the afliftance of paint, varnifh 
and all imaginable fecrets of orna- 
ment» was as ugly as the Cumsean Sybil. 
However thus much was certain, that it 
was in vain for me to flatter myfelf 
with the hope of ever being able to leave 
this place, while Theoclea was bent upon 
detaining me in it ; and I might be af- 
fared, that ftie would be fo difpofed, till 
by her deftruftive careffes fhe had reduc- 
.ed me to a (hadow, and transformed me 
into a real fpedlre. 

The livelinefs with which the beauti- 
ful Myrto delivered this exaggerated 
ftory, had already made me fufpicious 
of her drift in all this confidence ; when, 
after a fhort paufe, in a tone of the ten- 
dered companion, and with all the at- 
traction Ihe could throw into her large 
black eyes, (he continued : The very 
thought that fo amiable a young man 

was 
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tras to be rodtcd tnk-zj like a wax^ 
image before the necromantic fire of 
loch an infamous empufe^ was infup- 
portable to her ; flie had, from the firft 
moment ihe faw mc, in the cave of the 
rock» taken an intereft in me^ which had 
made her a Arid obferver of all that paf- 
fed ; flie found me worthy of a better 
lot, and — »in fhort, if I would reward 
her difintcrefted friendfhip with recipro- 
cal kindnefs, flie felt herfelf rcfolute 
enough to facrifice to me all the agree- 
ablencflirs of her fituation in that houfe> 
to favour my efcape, and to follow me 
into any part of the world I pleafed. 

LVCIAN, latching. 

The difintcrefted young nymph then 
would gcneroufly take up with what the 
two empufes had left of thee. 

PERE" 
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I Shft was more difinterefted than thoti 

; iinaginefl: ; for it appeared in the fequet, 

'- tbtt as ihe would not have Aicceeded in 

:' die defign of having alU (he was modeft 

enough tb (hare me with the empufea* 

" I got away from her in as decent a man^ 

' Utr as I could» after vowing to her an 

* . inviolable (ilence» on the fecrets (he had 

eotrufted to me. The flight which I had 

now been meditating for fome dayst wa^ 

attended with fo few difficulties» that I 

ftood in no need of the afliflance of this 

^ flave. But her account of the courfe of 

life that Theoclea had hitherto led» and 

the dread with which (he wifhed to fill 

me, at. her pretended witchcraft, inftcad 

of encreafing my eagernefs to run away, 

had a contrary cffcO: ; and I found myfelf 

after this converfation lefs difpofed to 

it than ever. In fine, I could not re* 

folve on leaving the villa Mamilia» be«^ 

fore 
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foreTheoclea had fhewn me a proof of her 
(kill in the pantomimical dancing for 
which flie was fo highly renowned. I 
feized the firft opportunity that offered to 
try whether 1 could not bring her to do 
fo of herfelf, without letting her perceive 
that I knew more of her excellency in 
that art, than Ihe herfelf had thought fit 
to difcover to me. It fell out that one 
of the boys and one of the little girls 
with which the houfe was fo richly 
peopled, danced the fable of Cupid and 
Pfyche, as we were fitting at table, ad- 
mirably well for children of their age. 
How delighted Ihould I be, faid I after 
we had gazed at thcrr for a while,, if I 
had feen fo fine a fubjeft danced by the 
famed Anagallis ! My intention was> 
while I faid this to look fo perfedlly 
compofed that Theoclea fhould believe 
I meant neither more nor lefs by it, than 
if I had wilhed to have feen the Glyccra 
of Menander or the Corinna of Ovid. Bitt 

I bluflicd^ 
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I bluftied, to my great diftrefs, fo fud- 
denly and ftrikingly, at the naming of 
Anagallis, that fhe could eafily perceive 
I muft have known more of her than I 
chofe to difcover. Without betraying 
the lead embarraflment in her counte- 
nance> fhe replied : Thou haft heard 
then of that Anagallis? And, on my 
ivondering how fhe could make it a quef 
tion» fhe retorted to me^ fmiling: I am 
a mightier forcerefs than thou thinkefl ; 
thou fhalt fee her dance, though fhe ha» 
been long retired from the world. 

A couple of days after, fhe invited me 
to a little dramatic entertainment that 
fhe had ordered on purpofe to do me 
honour. The flage was occupied by 
two choirs of cupids, zephyrs, and 
young nymphs, who with mufic accom- 
panying a dance, began to fing a hymn 
in praife of Cupid and Pfyche. This 
done^j they fell back to the two fides, and 

a female 
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a female dancer came on, who, at the 
firft fight appeared to be the fame Pfychc 
that I had often contemplated in Ma- 
miliars gallery ; where, - painted by the 
mafterly hand of Aetion, it was reckon- 
ed one of the principal ornaments of the 
place. Her drcfs, of a very flight, al- 
mofl tranfparent, indian ^texture, put on 
with decency and grace, fuited tp an elc*» 
gant youthful figure, and copious trefles 
of fine golden hair, flowed in large ring-^ 
lets, over her handfome Ihoulders down 
to her waifl. But for this yellow hair, 
fhe might have pafled at firft glance, fof 
Theoclea ; though the dancer wai more 
(lender and delicately fhaped. I con* 
fidercd her with an awful kind of fur- 
prife, uncertain for whom I fliould take 
her, and nearly doubtful whether what 
1 faw might not be in reality a miracle 
of the necromantic arts of which the 
flave Myrto had accufed her miftrcfs« 
But the rapidly fucceflive movements of 

her 
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her arms and hands,— or rather the admi- 
rable mufic of all the members and muf- 
cles of her whok body, which accorded* 
with LnexprcRible dexterity, truth and 
^ekgance, with a piftürefque and repre- 
fentative expreffion of the fable, the va- 
rious fcenes of which flie was perform- 
ing— fo much abforbed my whole at- 
tention as to leave no room for any other 
^thoughts. This pantomimical dance, -^ 
inrhich, without the aids of verbal lan- 
guage, merely fupported by a conftantl^ 
inelodious and exprefGvc mufic, in a 
univerfally intelligible tongue that fpoke 
immediately to the feelings and the ima- 
gination, delineated the, fineft ftrokes 
and fhades,. not only of the more boifte- 
rous paflions, but even of the tendereft 
emotions of the foul ; orj if I may fo 
exprefs myfelf, poeticifed them to . the 
eyes with the grcateft precifion^ — fur- 
nifhed me with a pleafure,which gradually 
arofc to a tranfport I had never felt be- 
fore^ 
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fore, and was almoft infupportable* But 
what was my fituation,when, at once,, the 
amorettes and nymphs difappeared, and 
the charming Pfyche flew into my arms> 
to. convince me, that Ihe had kept her 
word, and^ — to make me take as deep a 
draught as poflible of the ambrofial cup 
of voluptuoufnefs,— was again become 
Anagallis ! — Oh, Theoclea! for certain 
thou wert an inchantrefs $ though in a 
different fenfe from what the difintercft- 
td Myrto deemed, in the only fenfe 
wherein probably there ever was an in- 
chantrefs: — for all that nature and art 
poflefs to charm, feduce, and melt the 
foul was lavilhed upon thee! Who, with 
a fenfibility like mine, could have been 
proof againft thy incantations? — This 
one hour, Lucian, threw me back at 
once into the delicious intoxication of 
the firft days of my deviations ; and, as 
the delights occaiioned me by Anagallis, 
now rifen again from the. dead, were a? 

incx* 
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inexhaultible as the fource of this new 
fpecies of entertainment, to which, to 
her great fatisfadion, I had fo unex- 
peAedly given her an opportunity : fo 
this new and laft relapfe lafted longer 
than I dare confefs to thee without con- 
fufion of face* 

LUCIAN. 

I think thou wilt not be grieved that 
thcdeities of pleafure (hewed themfelves 
fo profufe of their bounties towards 
thee ? Illufion or not ! what king, (might 
I fay with Anagallis Theoclea), nay, 
what phiiofopher in the world would noc 
readily allow himfelf to be cheated for 
fiich a prize ! 

PEREGRINE. 

For feeing the matter in its true light, 
dear Lucian, thou mud imagine thyfelf 

in 
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ID my peculiar perfon» and compare the 
flate tvhereia thou feemeft to think me 
£b enviable» with that wherein I grew 
up f/om my infancy» and which is in 
fyA^ to be regarded as a mere develope« 
ment of my individual felf. Had my 
former frame of mind, and the whole 
intellcdual conftitution from whence it 
rofc, been merely the "work of an invo- 
luntary privation of agreeable, enter- 
taining objeds» and therefore of an ab- 
folute want — for fupplying the defed 
of a real by a chimerical enjoyment; 
in (hort, had the high felf-fentimenr, 
the inward repofe, the contebtednefs 
with my felf. the furmife of an exalted 
deflination» and the endeavour after ideal 
perfeAion, which compofed my former 
happinefs, been mere illufion : then no- 
thing would indeed be more conceivable, 
than why they could not hold out againft 
aferies of the liveliefl and mod exquifite 
pleafurcs of fenfe and tafte, which arc 

no 



X 
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.;,4po illufions. But ihofe ideas and difpo. 
,'fitipji3» how much or how little they 
; ^ftight have been mixed and confounded 
..f with the vain conceits in mj head» were 
jyi llÄtural and eflential to my temper ; the 
v^ifOMsd Venus which was prefent to my 
, mind« was no fantom^ but eternal^ immu* 
/ tahlc reality s it was not this ideal form» 
but my fancy furprifed by awakening in- 
^ flind:» that decoyed me into thofe art* 
. fill nets which were laid for my inex- 
perienced youth by voluptuoufnefs and 
fenfual love« This» I think makes a 
great difference ; and in this alteration 
^^ 0i the cafe^ nothing is more natural than 
that I fliould find no lafling fatisfad:ion 
Vk a condition» wherein a thoufand others 
would perhaps» for whole years together» 
huve efteemed themfelves equal to the 



Yet I do not fay this by way of ex- 
plaining or juftifying my way of think- 
ing 
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ing and aäing, but barely for giving a 
genuine account of what I was and what 
I did. The laft relapfe into the golden 
net of the inchantrefs Theoclea^ lafted 
lb long as to give me the pleafure of 
feeing my darling foreft of rofes a fecond 
time in fulf bloom. During this inter- 
val NIamilia had more than once had the 
thought to revive her dormant claims^ 
and found means but too eafily to efFed: 
her purpofe : however, as with her light 
difpofition, (he looked no farther than 
to the fatisfying of a momentary humouti 
and neither was capable of loving, nor 
dcfirous to be beloved, ftie appeared to 
furrcnder me to her friend with as little 
concern, as (he indulged her in the ufe of 
whatever (he had befides ; which (he did 
wich fo little precaution that it might 
long remain doubtful to a ftranger to 
which of the two ladies the boufe be- 
longed. Moreover, (he j)a(red a great 
portion of the time I ftill fpent here, 

one 
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IC irhile at Miletum and then on her 
bue at Rhodes^ and feemed to amufe 
xfelf well enough without us, and 
ichout minding our proceedings« The- 
lea made ufe of this libei'ty with fo in- 
!nious.a moderation» had fo great a vari- 
y of captivating forms and difguifes at 
>i|imand» knew how to pleafe in fuch a 
ivcrfity of ways, and to prevent irkfome- 
^ by fo great a variation and fo deli« 
Ite a mixture of the pleafures of fenfe, 
f imagination and tafte ; that (he might 
iftly flatter herfelf with keeping a pretty 
3ng while in her bonds a man lefs re- 
larkable for fenfibility than I was. 
lowever, with all her arts, (he could 
lot prevent its coming to pafs, that the 
ieception requifire for turning herfelf 
tito a Pfyche, a Danae, or a Leda even 
ti the eyes of a fpcdlator very much 
aptivatcd with her, fhould grow more 
lifficult from day to day, the oftcner he 
lad feen her in thofe charavfters; and, 
VOL. I. o as 



as nothing fublunary can be p^ifeft. It 
Mas highly natural, that after the fbrct 
of the firft imprcffion was wakened by 
frequent repetition, (he fhdold'l:^ fevW 
fecnning farther fhort of tht ideal tb 
which (he ftrove to approach as tif€jar äs 
poffible. The time when ev6h this ta- 
lifman was to lofe all its tnngical pifWtr 
on me was daily ^drawing nigh», when 
the beautiful Mamilia took it into her 
head to celebrate the dionyfian feftiväls 
by a fomptuous bacchanal, in which Thfc- 
oclea was to perfonate the AriadAe and I 
the Bacchus. 

Thou wilt willingly fpare me, I think, 
the defcription of this feftivity, tvhich 1 
very reludantly call to mind, thougti ft 
was worthy to have been given by a SaN 
danapalus or an Elagabalus. The lux- 
urious Roman, who plumed herfelf ötiiich 
on having invented and diredled the Whole 
difpofition of this ehtertainment> toge- 
ther 



P£R£G.aiNVS PROTEUS. 293 

ther wi|h all the fccnery of which it was 
|o confi.ft» propofed to carry the reprefen- 
t^.tion pf agenyine bacchanal as far as pof« 
^hJH^ accarding to the defcription given 
ff it \?Y po^ts and painters,; and to this 
fn4 ^ cpnfidera^le number of frefh and 
TveH-l imbed youths bad been got toge- 
\h^X from her extenfive ettates, who were 
t9. r?prefent the fi^ur\s and fatyrs, while 
^6 contented herfelf with the humble 
charader of a cpmrnoa l?acchaat. But, 
\u her opinion^ ;he fincft ftroke of ima- 
gilKiBion in the whole feail> and by 
wbicK ftie hoped very agreeably to fur- . 
prife me, was : that fhe had concerted 
with her ever compUant friend, that 
iwhen the latter fliould have played the 
part of Ariadne to the laft aft, (he Ihould 
fecreily, under favour of the darkneßs, 
put her in her place, to finifh the .per- 
formance in her name. The poor.Bac* 
frhus, overheated by a twofold intoxica^ 
tioHi found the trick, as he at lad difco* 
o 2 vered 
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vcrcd it to be, fo agreeable^ that in the 
confuiion wherein the concurrence of fo 
many ftupefying circumflances had cad 
his fenfes^ was more of the Bacchus than 
was becoming for a mortal. Mamilia 
omitted nothing for her encouragement 
that could do honour to the charadlerof 
2 female bacchanalian; and. to crown this 
genuine fport of fatyrs with a right jo- 
vial termination^ Ariadne mud at laft 
unejLpcftcdly appear at the head of a nu- 
merous troop of fauns, fatyrs, maenades, ' 
amorettes, and nymphs, all with torches 
in their hands, and amid the immoderate 
ihouts of laughter of the whole thyafos^ 
catch her fiithlefs lover napping. This 
laß ftroke gave fuch a fhock to the coun- 
terfeit Bacchus as perfedtly reftored him 
at oi^e to fobriety, and the fpell under 
which he had lain fo long was irrevoca- 
bly diflblved. A man^ who in a ravifh- 
ing dream had feen himfelf at Jupiter's 
table in company with the blifsful gods, 

and 
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and or viinir faimf T.vmTt'^ dcSt bf 
hobgbblinsj furisi, gu T ^ ' Jii : and ha-p'"^, 
can foriE m ids of zr;: mor» horrid 
anaxMiiriA: rrar vhar I i^'n it. rear ro- 
probrio-s mzmf^in. sz fissinr ir^f^if ir 
fuch z frisTiDT.. t prry ti iht irfoi^Tr 

Hovcrrr. i t^t Ii murr, comiru-ad 
over ir'^t.z 2li ic rcfjxx rht emotions^ 
vbich if I had aliovtid then: to bresi 
fordi, "wo-ld o:^\r hi:vr incrtzfcd xry 
humiliatiDrij ^nd v:iuld probLblr have 
rexidcred ibc rrfb! 'jrion I that irjomrnt 
madff^ mtirc-r iirprafrxabjc. B-t as 
loon as tnde ictr^ts cf intemperate riot 
were over, from inability to continue 
them, and the coilcctive inhabitants of the 
villa, who had had their fharc in it, were 
fiink in prcfound flecp : I flatted up, put 
on the fimpleft drcfs I could find, and^ 
vrithout taking leave of Mamilia or her 
friend, with a plentiful ftock of new 
ideas and experiences, and with the lo\\ 
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of my inooccxKc and peace of mind, I 
left this deteiled fpot, m ichout once caft- 
ing a look behind me on all the ivonders 
of nature and arc with which it m^ \\ 
decked. 

LUCIAV. 

Probably this was jufl what the noble 
loman lady had in view. For« I mud 
confcfsy this bacchanal^ and this plot 
wiih the venerable Anagallis, the prieftr 
CIS of Veccs, looks to me ex^'tly Hke a 
fchcme to get rid of a perfon^ by fair 
means or foul» who begins to be trou« 
blcfome. The Iharpüghted Theoclca 
knew thee too well, not to forefec the 
efFccl that fuch an excefs of lewdnef^ 
and debauchery muft have upon thee; 
3axd, as far as I am acquainted with thefQ 
two hdies, from the whole of thy nar«» 
rative^ to take pleafure in fuch an infult 
was not in their chara<^en 

PERE- 



